JESUS THROUGH THE EYES OF — The Easter Day Women
Luke 24:1-12

Sermon for Peace Church
April 4, 2010

PURPOSE - To call people to pursue a relationship with the Risen Jesus in order to
know the presence & power of God.

MAIN IDEA - Easter facts commission us to know Christ!

. INTRODUCTION

1. Let’s open our Bibles to Luke 24:1.
| have 2 passages | want to read this morning.

(i) This first one from Luke continues our series of “Looking at Who Jesus Is”
through various persons in this gospel.

(Through Lent (Silhouettes) — Martha & Mary / Pharisees / Bartimaeus / Rich
Ruler / Zacchaeus / Temple Merchants / Centurion)

(ii) Today —the women of Easter morning — But what’s odd in this passage of
Scripture from Luke is that they don’t get to meet Jesus! They plan to — but don’t!

Instead they are given EASTER FACTS which SEND THEM OUT on a FRESH
MISSION —to meet a Resurrected Jesus & know God’s resurrection power for their
life.

2. Let’s read — that we might be commissioned in the same way this Easter
morning:
Read Luke 24:1-12



Il. EASTER FACTS

1. Easter is not a day to honor a great man of history.

That was the intent of these women as they set out to the tomb that first
Easter, early in the morning! They had brought with them their spices to honor
Jesus’ corpse!

THEIR DESIRE WAS NEGATED! — “Why do you seek the living among the dead.
He is not HERE. He is RISEN!”

= Easter is not a day to honor the dead, it is a day to build a life with the
LIVING ONE!

- That’s Easter’s commission!

2. Moses was a great man of history. You can read his teachings.
But you can’t build a relationship with Moses. He’s now among the dead.

(i) Mohammed / Buddha / Confucius — significant men of world religious history.
You can read their teachings, (though they’re not God’s truth as Jesus claimed &
was affirmed to be). You can be even be part of organizations they founded.

But you can’t build a relationship with them. They’re each among the dead.

(i) George Washington / Abraham Lincoln / Martin Luther King Jr. — significant
men of history. You can read their teachings. We ARE PART of the organization
they helped shape — the United States of America.

But you can’t build a relationship with them. They’re among the dead.

2. Jesus is a great man of history. You can read his teachings. You can be part of
the organization he founded (the Church).

But Easter is not a President’s Day or a Martin Luther King Day — It is not a
day set apart to honor a great man of history — as we do with Dr. King every
January — remember his teachings, honor his life.
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Easter is a day of to be SENT AWAY from that kind of honor — because Jesus is NOT
DEAD.

3. God rolled the stone away — the Roman seal broken, the guards flee in terror;
God left the grave-clothes in the tomb — the body of Jesus was not stolen, it
was resurrected. If it was snatched away, those cloths would not be there;
God sent His messengers — angels / the apostolic witness - to say:
“JESUS IS ALIVE — Don’t treat Him as if he were dead!
Seek Him as a living person.”

4. WHY ARE YOU HERE TODAY?
TO HONOR A GREAT MAN OF HISTORY ... OR TO SEEK THE LIVING JESUS?

(i) WHAT DOES THAT INVOLVE?
Let’s go to the second passage — Philippians 3:4 (p. 1828)
= the example of the apostle Paul
Here’s an EASTER GUY seeking an EASTER LIFE!

Read Philippians 3:4b-14

lll. MAIN POINT

Now there’s an Easter PERSON seeking an Easter LIFE!

Why do you seek look for the living among the dead? LOOK FOR THE LIVING
ONE THIS WAY:

Verse 10 — “/ want to know Christ - (not just about Him) - and the power of his
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his
death, and so, somehow to attain (not earn, but “have the fulfillment of my life”
be ...) the resurrection from the dead.”



PAUL SOUGHT THE LIVING JESUS IN THESE 3 WAYS:
- As his surpassing worth / As his present power / As his future hope
Let me develop these 3 points with you —to help you & | become Easter people!

IV. THE RISEN JESUS — OUR SURPASSING WORTH

1. Paul sought Jesus as HIS SURPASSING WORTH.

Verse 8 — What is more, | consider everything a loss compared to the
surpassing worth (greatness) of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake |
have lost all things. | consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ.

(i) We all have things we TREASURE!

In our passage Paul desrives the things that used to be his TOP ONES:
A. His family — He was from a religious, covenant family.
B. His subculture — It was a God-honoring — He was a Hebrew of Hebrews — his
subculture was part of God’s story on earth. He was educated in it, discipled in it.
C. His Church — His was the Pharisee branch / denomination — and it was a very
serious religious organization.
D. His own zeal for God — He took God seriously & tried to please Him.

(ii) There was good reason why Paul treasured these things. He understood them
as DOING RIGHT BY GOD. I’'m sure he wouldn’t say he was perfect — but he was
confident with God because of these good treasures. They were his WORTH WITH
GOD ...

2. Until he met Jesus —and GOD’S TRUTH in Jesus.

Then Paul learned that those treasures of worth don’t make you right with
God. They can’t — because they fill you with pride. They did for Paul —
covetousness, comparison!



(i) Who are we to be proud before God?
What we need is WORTH with God from outside ourselves.
= a goodness that we RECEIVE ... freely ... thankfully ... in FAITH

3. THAT'S WHO JESUS IS.

God’s righteousness on earth —and our surpassing worth.
(i) Jesus is altogether good.

That’s what we focused on Good Friday — His goodness shone in its brilliance.
His faith is good. His love is good. His anger is good. His teachings are good. His
hope is good. His forgiveness is good.
HE IS ABSOLUTE GOODNESS GIVEN TO US TO EMBRACE AS OUR WORTH WITH
GOD.

4. Paul is captured by this righteousness and loves this righteousness —and he
wants to know this righteousness — study it, believe it, live it, proclaim it, glory in it

(i) So much so that he comes to look upon those other things that he treasured as
his worth as RUBBISH (DUNG) ... a LOSS because they had misled him - away from
Jesus.

Not that family, church, religious subculture, zeal for God are wrong in
themselves — but when we treasure them in place of Jesus, then they’re LOSS /
RUBBISH / DUNG!

Jesus is GOODNESS, not those things.

5. So to “seek the living Jesus” means to cherish His worth above anything else.
= | want to know HIM, live with HIM, honor HIM ... above all

(i) This must be settled in your heart:
WOULD YOU GIVE UP FAMILY if it came between you & Jesus?



l.e. — | remember asking my MOM for her blessing to serve Jesus down in the
States, move away. It wasn’t easy for her to give (loves grandkids), but | felt |
needed it ... She responded: If that’s where Jesus wants you to be, that’s where |
want you to be.

(He has blessed her — friends, health, care. =the power of His resurrection!)

l.e. — | have another friend in Ontario who was once considering being part of a
church plant. In her considerations, she laid out one stipulation — only if my young
grandkids are part of it!

= that’s not the way to pray — Jesus asks for exclusive devotion!

TO SEEK THE LIVING JESUS IS TO GIVE HIM THAT WORTH, as Paul did — cause He is
God’s goodness on earth!

(i) WOULD WE, Peace Church, be willing to give up our denominational family if
that’s where Jesus led us?

To be clear (cause some have wondered) - that is not in our Roadmap for the
Future strategic plan. But if it became clearly evident that we could serve His
Kingdom mission better that way & that was His leading, | trust you’d never want
to let that stand in the way.

JESUS IS GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS, not our religious heritage — as rich as it may be!
That’s WHY we seek Him — the Living One

6. Paul did give it all up for Jesus — but he was glad to!
For the loss of those things led him to GAIN CHRIST —and, v. 9 — be found IN
HIM, not having a goodness of my own, but that which is through faith in Christ.
= being close to Jesus, one with Him, His Spirit’s anointing.



V. THE RISEN JESUS — OUR PRESENT POWER

Second, Paul seeks the Living Jesus as His PRESENT POWER FOR LIVING!
Verse 10 — Paul states, “I want to know Christ and the POWER OF HIS
RESURRECTION.”
HOW? ... By sharing in His sufferings & becoming like Him in His death!

1. You ever watch that TV show, Storm-Chasers?

These guys are crazy! They find out where a tornado is cutting across the
plains — while everyone else is sanely taking shelter, they get as close to the storms
POWER as they possibly can. They put their life on the line to experience the
power of the storm.

A. Paul was a storm-chaser— not of God’s power in nature, but in the resurrection.
There was power that hit that tomb of Jesus. It shook the earth. It scattered
the soldiers. It brought NEW LIFE to a dead & decaying corpse!

THAT’S POWER — God showed amazing power in creation — making new things out
of nothing; in the resurrection — made something new out of that which was
decaying!

2. Paul taught that the power that raised Jesus from the dead was not a one-time
blast. It was still here with us.

He prayed for the Ephesian Church with these words: (1:19-20) — “/ pray that
the eyes of your heart may be enlightened that you may know his incomparably
great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty
strength which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead.”

So Paul was a man who wanted to see that kind of power in his churches — the
power to defeat sin & death; the power to bring new life.



(i) He wanted God’s power in the risen Jesus for his churches

Paul would want that power here at Peace Church —so that we could see
people who were formerly dead to God come alive to Him.

- So that our church would not decay but be ALIVE with new life.

- So that we could give testimony to how God is overcoming sin & darkness,

expanding our ministry!

(ii) And Paul wanted that same power for his own personal life

- Not deadness & decay ... life, growth, fruit!

3. So here’s how he chased it: HE LOOKED TO SHARE IN JESUS’ SUFFERINGS AND
BECOME LIKE HIM IN HIS DEATH!
... What does that mean?

(i) To share in Jesus’ sufferings is to stand up & fight for the things of God —to
overcome sin. In doing that, Jesus’ power will be with you.

l.e. —Some of my family members this week heard a teaching on suffering for
Jesus at Spirit of God from Barb Sullivan. There was a graduation for one of the
Harvey House Drug Rehab guys. She said, “To share in Jesus’ sufferings is not the
suffering you went through on account of your drug addiction & bad choices.
That’s the suffering of folly.

The suffering of Jesus are those things you go through to FIGHT AGAINST the
sin & disease that has taken hold of you.”

It’s not easy — there’s measures of “suffering” that go with putting yourself in
a program for 18-24 months. Leave family, leave a job, live in close quarters with a
lot of guys, learn to a life of service, be accountable to mentors , small group, tons
of teaching ... but there’s POWER THAT COMES to CHANGE YOUR LIFE!

(ii) That’s suffering for Jesus. It’s fighting for the things of God. It’s costly
involvement in society — caring for the needy. It’s costly involvement in resisting
temptation to sin and entering accountable, honest relationships.



4. Jesus suffered to overcome sin, hatred, division, darkness, despair.

Paul wanted to share in it.

HE DID to make the witness of Jesus known. He was beaten, imprisoned,
shipwrecked — but in putting himself out there to overcome darkness, that’s when
he tasted the POWER OF THE RESURRECTION.

2 Corinthians 4:7 — | have this treasure (Jesus) in a jar of clay to show that this all
surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be revealed in our body.

For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that his life may be revealed through us! = THAT’S STORM CHASING.

5. Becoming like Jesus in his death involves GIVING UP OUR LIVES — “not my will
but thine be done!”

l.e. — One way to know Jesus’ resurrection power in our church is to over &
over give up our agenda for the church — “Not my will, but Thine be done.”

We know how to run the church in our power! But we want Jesus’
resurrection power for NEW LIFE. That comes as we die to self:

“Not my will, but thine be done”
| know what | can do. | know what I’'m used to doing — But “not my will, but thine
be done.”

(i) To know Jesus in relationship is to seek ways to become like Him in His death.
Even in the smallest things: PREFERRING ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE
l.e. - Giving up that seat, sharing your room, befriending the newcomer or
unpopular
A. Do that & God will show up. Christ will become real to you.
He will give you strength, joy, provision ... new life!
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VI. THE RISEN JESUS — OUR FUTURE HOPE

Third, Paul sought Jesus as his FUTURE HOPE!

1. Note this about Paul’s relationship with Jesus - HE DOES NOT SETTLE!

He’s been a Christian for about 30 years when he writes this letter to the
Philippian church. Since his Damascus Road experience, he has begun a
relationship with the Risen Jesus. He has served Jesus faithfully, planting churches
all around the Roman Empire. But here’s what he writes about his relationship
with Jesus:

Verse 12 — Not that | have already obtained all this (knowledge of Jesus & his
resurrection power), or have already been made perfect, but | PRESS ON to take
hold of that for which Christ Jesus told hold of me.

(i) He is not content with the MEASURE OF JESUS that He has.

He wants to know Him better, more intimately, more fully.

He wants to think His thoughts more truly, feel his passions more deeply.
Paul was not into just MAINTAINING his relationship with Jesus. He wanted MORE
OF HIS SPIRIT!

2. That passion was fueled by his ultimate hope:
Verse 14 — | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Paul wanted to know Jesus NOW so that when he saw him face to face in heaven,
there would be a depth of relationship — joy & love.
THAT WAS HIS HOPE!

(i) It’s like having a FACEBOOK PARTNER (pen pal) in England. She asks you to be
her friend, you agree. Then you plan to get together in London in one year’s time.
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Now you can read her posts & messages, send her posts & comments —once
a month, once a week, or once a day, once an hour!

SHE’S A LIVING FRIEND — YOU WILL SEE HER IN A YEAR’S TIME — the question
becomes how intensely do you wish to cultivate your relationship NOW in
preparation for the MEETING TO COME?

Obviously, the more you invest in the relationship now, the richer will be the
time when you are together face to face!

3. Is Jesus your future hope?

Karen’s been teaching our Junior Highers on idols. A recent lesson was on
making an idol of our family. So she asked, “How do you know if you’ve made an
idol of your family?”

One of her students came up with this astute answer: “If you ask a person
what they look forward to about heaven and they answer — being with their family
(above being with Jesus), then they’ve made their family an idol.”

AMEN! (Oh but how often don’t we hear that! — Along with, I’'m looking
forward to being without back pain!)

(i) WHAT IS YOUR FUTURE HOPE?

“God calls us heavenward IN CHRIST JESUS.” That’s the hope of the
resurrection —to see Him face to face!!!

And others we’ll see & know and rejoice in — but only in Christ! Only what
was true of them in Jesus will we recognize!

4. For Paul to live is Christ and to die is gain because ... He desires to depart and be
with Christ (Phil. 1:23) ... which is better by far!

So his life in this age is FUELED BY THAT HOPE.
“I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me!”



IV. CONCLUSION

Easter is not a date to honor a great person of history.
That’s how it began for these women — until they were told that Jesus is alive.

Why do you seek the living among the dead!

SEEK TO KNOW THE LIVING JESUS
- As your surpassing worth — He is God’s goodness on earth
- As your present power — by sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in
his death
- As your future hope!

AMEN!

Easter then became a call for them & us to KNOW JESUS in relationship.
KNOW HIM — because He is our righteousness with God
KNOW HIM — because He is our power for living

KNOW HIM — because He is the hope of heaven.

AMEN!
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