JESUS THROUGH THE EYES OF — The Centurion
Luke 23:32-47

Good Friday Message — Peace Church
April 2, 2010

PURPOSE - In the context of our times, draw people to faith in Jesus as the one
who sustains us in faith, hope and love.

MAIN IDEA - Jesus went through the future for us!

. INTRODUCTION

Let’s open our Bibles to Luke 21:12 (p. 1635)

1. Tonight’s message is “A Look At Jesus Through The Eyes of the Centurion” —the
Roman military captain who supervised Jesus’ crucifixion.

As Ralph just read, that experience led him to become a man of faith.
Observing Jesus’ character through the process of the crucifixion, the centurion
proclaims: “Surely this man was the Son of God” or, another gospel has it: “Surely
this was a righteous man”. (= He makes a profession of faith!)

(i) To help us enter that faith tonight, | want to put Jesus’ crucifixion into a certain
context. It’s a context that Jesus himself taught. That context is the future — the
end of the age.

A. In the gospels Jesus’ teaching about the end of the age is intentionally placed in
tandem with his trial, sufferings and death.
In part this is because Jesus gave this teaching in that last week of his life.

2. But much more importantly, the point Jesus makes in connecting his own
suffering and death with the events at the end of the age is two-fold:



(i) One, He wants us to understand that what is about to happen to Him is
what will happen to his followers at the end of the age.

(ii) Two, as the Messiah He will remain faithful to God through suffering &
death —in order to help His followers do the same. He calls us to remain faithful in
the stress of those times ...

> “... For at the end of the stress, God will vindicate His people. You will see

it in my life! — Just as God will vindicate my life beyond death (done in the

”
!

resurrection), He will yours

3. So let’s read this paragraph from Jesus’ end-time teaching in light of His
passion. He has just taught on some signs at the end of the age ...

Read Luke 21:12-18

(i) What Jesus teaches is that what’s about to happen to Himself, will happen to
His followers at the end of the age!
= Persecution, imprisonment, trial, witness, betrayal, hatred — yet preservation!
... BY STANDING FIRM YOU WILL GAIN LIFE.

A. In other words, one way Jesus wants us to understand his sufferings, trials and
death is that He went through the future for us.

Biblically, the future of this age —its climactic end & vindication of godliness —
has already happened one time IN SEMINAL (SEED) FORM!

4. Turn the page to verse 29 — same section of teaching — Read vv. 29-33

(i) Jesus’ immediate generation would not pass away before the future happened
because IT HAPPENED in his story!

One more paragraph ... Read vv. 34-36



II. JESUS’ CONCERNS

In that paragraph we read of Jesus” CONCERN for his people going through

the dynamics of the end of this age. It was not just that He wanted us to be aware

of the signs of the times, He was concerned that His people have the faith &

resolution to stand firm for God through the stress of the age.
Verse 19 — By standing firm you will gain life ... so PRAY
Verse36—-... t hat you will be able to stz

Specifically, here’s what Jesus was concerned about for his followers —you & | -
going through the end times:

1. That they fall asleep and not read the signs of what’s going on in the world.
Verse35-“ Be al ways on the watch and pr
t haagabosut to happen.”
= This concern of Jesus was validated by Peter, James and John in the Garden
of Gethsemane. He asked them to stay awake as He went through the story &
forces of the end of the age.

(i) They couldn’t —they did not have the spiritual insight & energy to remain alert
to the realities they faced. As the Messiah, Jesus was destined to go through the
end of the age alone. He preferred not, but eventually through Gethsemane’s
prayer accepted that destiny — for us!

2. Jesus was concerned that his people, under the stress of the age, stop praying —
that they lose faith.

Luke 18 — After telling the parable of the persistent widow knocking on the
door of the unjust judge, Jesus concluded with this question: When the Son of
Man comes to consummate the age, will he find faith on the earth?

= will my people keep knocking, keep believing, keep praying?



3. Jesus was concerned that the LOVE of his people would die.

Matthew 24:12 — in that account of this end-time teaching, Jesus states:

At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each
other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of
the increase of wickedness, the love of most will growcold!-... but he whc
firm to the end will be saved.

(i) Jesus was concerned that in the growing stress of the age, His people’s
love GROW COLD - that we become self-protective / self-oriented (I'll look after
my own skin. As long as | get to do my own thing here at church) ... He was
concerned that we become isolated in the context of the stress of the age —that
we live gated lives, cocooned from one another & the needs of the world.

= LOVE GROWING COLD

4. Not only faith & love, Jesus was concerned that at the end of the age, HOPE
would die among his people.

Verse34-That our hearts would get “wei
and get caught in DISSIPATION & DRUNKENNESS.
(i) Now Drunkenness may not be too hard a temptation for most of us, but
dissipation may be!

DISSIPATION (dictionary definition): means “scatteredtiop
= no focus' t/io mpemadper..use wastefully

= to indulge in dissolute pleasure!

THE MESSAGE translates this concern with thesewords: “ Don’ t | et t h

ofyour expectation get dull ed by part

A. In the stress of the end-time, Jesus was concerned that his people lose
their HOPE — a loss evident in consumerism & pleasure-living!

Jesus was concerned that the anxieties of life so weigh us down that we
would lose vision for His Kingdom & glory ... and the judgment to come!



5. Can you see how his concerns find INCREASING MEANING IN OUR DAY?!

- And they will continue to find increasing meaning in this age as its speed,
information, wealth, humanism, godlessness & stress increase!

HANDLING LIFE WITH ALERTNESS, FAITH, HOPE & LOVE IS NOT EASY — and
will not get any easier!

The temptation to live isolated, dissipated, sleepy lives will grow stronger &
stronger in our age — as its end draws near!

SO HOW DO WE HANDLE IT? HOW DO WE “STAND FIRM”?

lll. THE CENTURION’S FAITH

The Centurion shows us. It’s by standing where he stood, with his faith!
In his sufferings & death, Jesus went through the future faithful to God for us!

1. The Centurion was a man who had seen numerous others die by crucifixion. It
was part of his job!

In Jesus, however, he saw UNIQUE faith, hope & love SHINE during His
crucifixion. = Such faith, hope & love that led him to proclaim: “This is
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righteousness. This is the Son of God

(i) THAT'S OUR SALVATION! THAT’S OUR SOURCE OF STANDING FIRM!

2. In Jesus, the Centurion saw a man whose love did grow “cold” under stress, it
grew warmer.

- He had compassion on the crowds that mocked Him!

- He didn’t cocoon & just look after his own skin!
(i) InJesus, he saw a man on the Cross whose love reached out to his mother and
follower, John.

> “Woman, behold your son ... John, your mother.”



(ii) In Jesus, he saw GRACE given to those who were nailing Him.
» “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”
Jesus love did not grow cold under the severest stress. It heated up!

3. NOR DID HIS FAITH DIMINISH!

- Despite the rejection of friends & followers;

- Despite even God’s abandonment-* My Go d, my God, w h
forsaken mel!l”

- Despite the questions & struggle, Jesus’ very last words nevertheless were
of faith: “ Fat her, i nto your hands | c¢ommi
(i) Hedidn’t give up on God. He didn’t give up on His Word. He didn’t give up
on the covenant promises! He trusted under trial!

4. Despite the persecution & pain, the Centurion witnessed a man who also didn’t
lose HOPE!

There was a purpose to Jesus’ life — even to the end, a sense of vision &
destiny. “ I T | S FedudNimn&htédOr'the Cross.

(i) His was the un-dissipated life! He knew what He was about. He was living
for a Kingdom of Truth on earth. He kept that focus, VISION / HOPE

5. That’s what the Centurion saw — the faith, hope and love of a purely righteous
human being ... STANDING FIRM TO THE END!

(i) CAN YOU SEE THIS?
That faith, hope and love of Jesus has been set in this world FOR YOU!

It is SALVATION — for our day, as the end of this age draws near.

Canyou see it? It is for that reason we are here tonight.



IV. CONCLUSION

1. How do we remain faithful to God? ...

IN LOVE — when all the world, even the Church is growing colder in love?

How do we stand firm IN FAITH — when people are losing interest in God,
when there are so many other entertaining stories on the internet

How do we remain faithful IN HOPE — when we’re bombarded with messages
to live dissipated lives in consumption and pleasure — (The Kingdom — what’s
that?) ...

... HOW DO WE STAND FIRM?

(i) It’s here (the Cross) beside the Centurion —it’s seeing the FAITHFUL ONE.

2. More than that just recognizing Him, it’s worshiping & loving Him!
> “This is the Son of God” = “This is truth!”

(i) The promise of God is that, if we LOVE HIM; GLORY IN HIM; GIVE OUR LIVES
FOR HIS HONOR, ... His Spirit will fill our lives!

A. Jesus promises to sustain His people in faith, hope & love — as we worship Him!

3. That’s what it means now to partake in this Supper.
It’s saying Thank you for His faithfulness —a completed righteousness
bloodied & broken for our forgiveness.
But more than that, it’'s HUNGER & THIRST for that righteousness!
(This is a meal!):

(i) Jesus, my love is getting cold!
| don’t care for others as | need to. In the stress of life I’'m getting so focused
on my own life. Forgive me. Feed me. ... Heat up my love for others.



(ii) Jesus, my faith is losing interest.
| think more upon my problems and pain than | do upon You.
Forgive me. Feed me with your faith!

(iii) Jesus, I'm losing hope.

I’m so tempted to dissipation!

I’'m losing hope in serving a cause bigger than myself. I've lost vision for your
kingdom. I’ve lost vision for serving our church’s involvement in it.

Forgive me, Feed me!

4. HE WHO STANDS FIRM TO THE END WILL GAIN LIFE!
Jesus went through the future STANDING FIRM for us — so that today we
could cry out to Him in worship and need! He is the Savior of mankind.

“I am the bread of [|ife”, Jerga s s ai
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty ... S 0essed arB dll who

hunger & thirst for righteousness

IN CHRIST ... AMEN!

Prayer



