JESUS THROUGH THE EYES OF — The Temple Merchant
Luke 19:41-48

Sermon for Peace Church
March 28, 2010

PURPOSE — To call people to be peace-makers, learning those things that “make
for peace” from Jesus.

MAIN IDEA - To make peace we go to the Cross ... and hope in the resurrection!

. INTRODUCTION

Let’s open our Bibles to Luke 19:41 (p. 1632)

1. Amidst all the noise & praise of the Palm Sunday parade, what do you think
Jesus was feeling?

(i) Here’s something that may surprise you. It did me.
Verse 41 — As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He WEPT OVER IT!

A. NOW THAT’S ODD! — most parades, the stars are smiling, waving (i.e. mayor,
Santa), throwing candy!

(ii) Amidst all this praise, at at least one point in the procession, Jesus is WEEPING!
What kind of King is this? —riding a colt & weeping?!!
(Imagine Santa weeping at Chicago’s Santa Claus parade!)

2. WHY’S HE CRYING? - VERSE 42 — He said, “If you (Jerusalem), had only know on
this day what would bring you peace — but now it is hidden from your eyes.”



(i) Jesus is sad during his ride because Jerusalem did not know the things that
would bring her peace.
OTHER TRANSLATIONS put it this way — She didn’t know:
— On what your peace depends / the things that belong to peace
- The way that leads to peace
“How to make peace” — that’s the sense of the Greek phrasing.

A. The irony of this is that this is what the word, “Jerusalem”, literally means!
It’s Hebrew: JER — “the way” ... U-“to” ... SHALOM — “peace”
= “the way to peace”
(ii) Jesus is weeping cause the city is not living up to its name!

3. How DO YOU make peace? What an important question!
Somebody’s offended you — How do you make peace?
(i) The health-care bill passes. = RANCOR GALORE! How do you make peace?
That’s a major national question!
(ii) Life’s filled with personal stress every day!
Jobs on the line, health concerns, family divides ... How do you make peace?
(iii) Society’s marked by divisions:
Young & old, poor & rich, black & white ... How do you make peace?

JESUS WEEPS CAUSE GOD’S PEOPLE DON’T KNOW THE WAY TO PEACE.
They are not Jerusalem!

4. And the peace He refers to is that comprehensive sense of the word — the
Hebrew word “SHALOM” refers to:
Peace with God, with yourself, with your neighbor, with creation.
It is WHOLENESS of life — personally, socially, economically ...
... WHAT’S THE WAY THERE?



5. I'love our church’s name: PEACE CHURCH!

Others too — Darryl King (pray), a few community people have visited here
just because of our name — Peace Church (i.e. one day a woman stood up &
testified to this right in the service!)

“PEACE” is what we’re about. Do WE know the way to it?

(i) Churches are readily marked by stress & uncertainty. People have different
ideas about direction & priorities. Those differences will stalemate a church until
there is “shalom” within her.

How do we make peace?
A. We wouldn’t want to be like Jerusalem in Jesus’ day which could not live up to
its name!

6. Let’s read on: Read vv. 42-48

lll. PRIMARY PEACE-MAKING

WHAT ARE THE THINGS THAT MAKE PEACE - in our nation, home, church, heart?
There’s really 2 PARTS to its answer — 1 a WHO, then a HOW

1. PEACE IS A PERSON
- The “WHOQO” part of the answer is referred to at the end of verse 44.

Even as He wept, Jesus prophesied that Jerusalem would be destroyed by its
enemies —something that literally happened in 70 A.D. by the Romans, just as He
described it — a siege, embankments built, walls & smashed, the Temple
destroyed, estimated over 1 million Jews killed in that war ... WHY? ...

... Because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.



(i) This was a pattern among God’s people. Throughout the Old Covenant, God
sent prophets to lead them into the ways of peace. They rejected them and were
judged for it. (Jesus told a parable about this.)

Eventually God Himself comes in the person of his own Son, Jesus the Christ.
Again, they refused to recognize Him — so Jesus prophesied this destruction to
come.

2. The point made here is that the way to peace begins by “recognizing” (Gk —
“knowing / comprehending / believing / understanding” — God’s coming to us in
Jesus.

If refusing to recognize Him leads to judgment & chaos, the way to peace
begins by “recognizing Him”.

PEACE IS A PERSON — God in Christ

3. Romans 5:8 — “But God demonstrates his own love for us in that, while we were
yet sinners — (enemies, alienated, indifferent, rebellious), Christ died for us.
PEACE IS A PERSON, then a PROCESS
It’s about LOVE. It’s about cherishing the God who cherished you.
It’s about the heart.
(Why care to enter that PROCESS, unless that God lives in you?)

4. Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, they shall be called the sons of God.”
... cause they have the HEART OF GOD!

(i) Do you know that you can live in a communist country and have peace?
You can live under a TOTALITARIAN REGIME and have great peace within.
You can be PENNILESS, IMPRISONED, in STOCKADES, under a totalitarian
regime and have peace within because you are right with God through Jesus
Christ! (i.e. — Paul & Barnabas singing in a Philippian jail!)



A. WHY? — cause you’re RIGHT WITH GOD!
There’s nothing between you. No uncertainty of His love. You know without
a doubt that He is for you — because Jesus Christ died to take away all your guilt!
... “And if God be for me, what can be against me?”
THAT’S PEACE!
B. And if your FELLOWSHIP be marred by sins, you go for a fresh cleansing!

(ii) Peace —you’ve heard said — IS NOT THE ABSENCE OF TROUBLE, IT IS THE
PRESENCE OF GOD!

5. Later in this service we’re going to sing a hymn titled, “Peace, Perfect Peace” —
in this dark world of sin? THE BLOOD OF JESUS GIVES US PEACE WITHIN!

(i) Peace is a person who must first live in you.

It begins by “recognizing” / cherishing the God who has come in Jesus!
Romans 5:1 — “Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

6. Peace Church —we live up to our name by first TREASURING this God who has
come to us / to you personally!

... then you have a cause — shalom in my life, my family, my church, nation &
world!

IT’S A WHO — living in us — BEFORE IT'S A HOW

7. Do you recognize the meaning of God’s coming in Jesus?
It completely changes your life!
If not, destruction awaits you, as it did to Jerusalem!

NOW LET’S SHIFT TO THE HOW ... the PROCESS (Let’s go back to the passage to
note what Jesus does to make peace in that Holy Week — cause there’s work to it).



lll. MAKING PEACE — FACE THE ISSUE

1. FACE ISSUES WITH HONESTY AND COURAGE
It would probably have shocked the temple merchants to hear Jesus called,
“The Prince of Peace”. - He was pretty destructive among them!

A. Entering Jerusalem, Jesus drives out of the temple area the merchants who are
selling animals for sacrifice. In other accounts, he also turned over the tables of
money-changers (people needed a certain currency for purchasing temple
offerings).

B. This merchandizing was going on in a Temple area known as the Court of the
Gentiles. It was necessary merchandizing — money did need to be exchanged,
animal offerings did need to be purchased. (Though Jesus does seem to suggest
that they were profiteering from all this — calling them, “a den of robbers”).

C. The key issue however was that this was the only place a non-Jew could go to
the Temple to pray. God’s own people had filled the court of the Gentiles with
economic activity. There was no space, no quiet, no room for Gentiles to come to
pray.

The full text of Isaiah 56:7 that Jesus quotes indicates that the Temple is to
be a “house of prayer FOR ALL NATIONS”.

- So Jesus drives those selling money & offerings out of this temple area —
that it would be in accordance with God’s will!

2. How do you make peace — with this Jesus IN YOU (= loving Him, caring about
the things He cares about) - it begins by honestly, courageously facing issues!

(i) Atthe beginning of Holy Week, Jesus makes clear to the whole city of
Jerusalem that you have a problem!



- There’s a SIN-ISSUE here! Let’s face it!
A. Your hearts are not where God wants them to be! The very place set apart to
come before God in prayer is full of noise & business. The place designed for
newcomers to join in prayer —those historically outside of the covenant — that
place is full of business.

YOUR HEARTS ARE NOT FOR GOD; YOUR HEARTS ARE NOT FOR THE LOST!
Jesus begins his peace-making week by confronting sin, honestly, courageously.

3. You can’t make peace IN JESUS without first naming the issues!

Think about the difficulties in your life - places where you need to make peace.
(Difficult family relations; frustrations at work or church; friends — places

you’re not satisfied / issues ... Pause)

(i) Wouldn’t it be nice if they just went away? If they just solved themselves?
They won’t. To make peace we have to name them, call them out, talk about
them.

(ii) A lot of us have been raised to “sweep things under the carpet”. That’s not
peace-making.

- For some of us we were even told not to talk about issues because it was
“complaining against God” — not being thankful, trusting. So we cultivated an
approach to life that just tries to keep everything structured & in control.

= that’s not peace-making. That’s not what Jesus did!

4. Jesus exposes things that are not in accord with God’s will.
To make peace we must face issues with honesty & courage.



IV. MAKING PEACE - LOVE SELF-SACRIFICALLY

SECOND — We love self-sacrificially

1. Because Jesus cleared the Temple, it says in verse 47 — “The chief priests, the
teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him.”

For Jesus to make peace, it cost him his life. It was painful love.
PEACE-MAKING is costly, self-giving work. (why it requires love!)

2. That’s because peace-making is not imposing your will on others. It’s giving up
your will for others — for God’s sake, for love’s sake. This is what Jesus showed us.

(i) l.e.-When you have to make peace at church, it’s never about digging in
your heels and say, “this is the way it should be”. It’s about us self-sacrificially
caring for each other, then together seeking to find out what God wants.

Not my will, but thine be done! — that’s the way to peace.

3. When you must forgive someone — to truly forgive, it’s self-sacrificial love.

The person who has hurt you does not deserve forgiveness.

They have no right to it. Justice would have them be hurt back.

But that is not the way to peace.
(i) The way to peace is grace = letting go of your “rights” to say,

In spite of my hurt, | won’t hold it against you. | will be for you. | will pray for
you. | will consider ways | can bless you.

- That’s true forgiveness —it’s painful, self-giving

4. To make peace between races & cultures it requires on-going self-sacrificial
love.



To borrow a phrase from Kingdom Ministries, it involves “being comfortable with
being uncomfortable”.

Who wants to do that? (I’'m comfortable with being comfortable!)
... Only those who recognize & love Jesus as their peace-maker with God.

(i) For the sake of God’s peace on earth, He went through pain. He suffered. He
prayed. He let go of His will, even unto death on a Cross.

5. How can conservatives & liberals live in real peace together?

- It’s only by being FOR one another in the self-sacrificial love of Jesus ... and
in that spirit, let’s talk about issues together, let’s hear one another, let’s respect,
let’s pray, let’s seek to know God’s Word on issues. Our foundational peace is not
in politics. It’s in being right with God. This is different than our world!

v. COMMI TMENT TO GOD’' S WORD

Third, to make peace it takes a COMMITMENT KNOW GOD’S TRUTH
Peace is found in doing what God wants, as Jesus helps us understand it.

1. In our Scripture reading, Luke sets up this contrast — Even as Jesus clears the
temple courts of the merchants, they are replaced by Jesus himself ... TEACHING!
(v. 47) = Out with the false / in with the true.

(i) It's a visual way of saying that JESUS” WORD must be at the center of the
temple.
... and, at the end of verse 48, it states — “The people HUNG ON HIS WORDS”

A. That’s a great phrase for being a peace-maker — “HANGING ON HIS WORDS”
At the end of the day, we not only need Jesus’ Spirit of self-sacrificial love to
make peace, we need His Truth to guide us.
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2. | was recently reading of the first Church Council in the Book of Acts — ch. 15.

A major issue arose — Did Gentiles have to first become culturally Jewish to
then become Christian? (circumcision, eat certain foods)

PEACE-MAKING NEEDED to be done. People had very strong and different
opinions. They came together in prayer, testimony, really hearing one another.
The sought to know God’s will!

(i) The answer they received was NO, THEY DON’'T! ... but out of love, the Gentiles
were asked to refrain from certain foods. It was so beautiful!

Jesus’ truth guided them into freedom & love!

3. After a husband and wife have named the issues which are estranging them,
after they’ve committed to love each other self-sacrificially through them, there
yet remains a need to know WHAT IS GOD’S VISION FOR MARRIAGE?

- What does Jesus teach? - “Hanging on His words” makes peace.

(i) Let’s do that together! (Especially for His vision for the church —don’t just
isolate and do our own thing)

4. When Jesus made peace between God & us in that Holy Week:

- He pointed out sin courageously, honestly

- He loved others, giving up his will / his life

- He Himself hung on God’s Word — He trusted that God would not forsake
His beloved Son.

“Into thy hands, O Father, | commit my spirit.”

V. CONCLUSION - HOPE

That leads me to add one other ingredient in peace-making (to close)
This one that takes us beyond this passage, beyond Holy Week ... all the way
to next Sunday. HOPE!
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1. Jesus made peace in hope!

He believed that God was going to vindicate his life, his work, his love, his
claims & teaching.

He died, giving his all in hope! (WE DO TOO!)

(i) Ultimately we won’t see the fruit of our peacemaking until the next age to
come! Yes, we’ll see some of its fruit in this age. But the fullness of our efforts to
build shalom will be evident in the next age.

2. That’s the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection! GOD VINDICATED JESUS’ LIFE AS A
PEACEMAKER!
... and it means that He will us in our efforts from Christ in us!

(i) We work in hope!
Jesus’ resurrection is the hope that sustains us to persevere in loving others,
naming issues, seeking God’s truth, making the sacrifices of being a peace-maker.

(i) His Kingdom of Peace will come in its fullness!
The resurrection is our guarantee of that final shalom!

3. But even in this age, that kingdom is growing.

As people know & get right with God, they get right with one another.

As they get right with one another, homes are established, societies are built,
economies flourish, truth advances.

4. PEACE CHURCH — will we live up to our name?

To make peace:

First, know what it means to know & love the God who has made costly, self-
sacrificial peace with us in Jesus!



Then:
- Face issues with honesty & courage
- Love others self-sacrificially — “not my will, but thine be done”
- Seek God’s truth together
- Live in hope

Blessed are the peacemakers, they shall be called the sons & daughters of God!

AMEN!
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