
JESUS THROUGH THE EYES OF – Zacchaeus 

Luke 19:1-27 

 

Sermon for Peace Church 

March 21, 2010 

 

PURPOSE – To rejoice & find worth in the meaning of salvation at the Cross … and 

to spread that salvation through your life! 

 

MAIN IDEA – Your personal worth is not your financial worth … it is your Cross-

worth! 

 

 I.     INTRODUCTION 

 

 PRAY - Let’s turn in our Bibles to Luke 19 – the Zacchaeus story (p. 1630) 

 

1.  Today’s sermon is for the SHORT PEOPLE here! 

 - Those of us who know or feel we are short: 

INTELLECTUALLY – “I know I’m not the brightest bulb in the room! 

VOCATIONALLY – My job’s not one I talk to others about 

EDUCATIONALLY – Didn’t go too far! – 16 & out! 

ATHLETICALLY – Please don’t throw that ball at me! 

PHYSICALLY – The beach – no thank you - not my place to be!  (embarrassing) 

ATTRACTIVELY – I was definitely not first in line when God was handing out good 

looks! 

MATERIALLY – Don’t know what’s shorter – my bank account or the type of car I 

drive!?! 

CREATIVELY – can’t recall the last time I had an original idea! 

CULTURALLY – whether I like it or not, people see me as pretty short! 

RELATIONALLY – my list of real friends is pretty short! … my list of girlfriends / 

boyfriends = even shorter! 
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(i)  There are a lot of ways any one of us can enter today’s Scripture passage as a 

SHORT PERSON! 

 … oh yea, I better not forget to mention SHORT IN STATURE!   

 

2.  Zacchaeus begins our story as an example of what NOT TO DO with the 

shortness you have in your life. 

 Verse 2 – He was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 

 

(i)  WHY?  Have you ever wondered that? 

 TAX-COLLECTORS back then (you probably know) were a very despised group 

of people!  (Who likes the IRS? – maybe especially this time of year!)  But these 

guys were worse!  They made their money by EXTORTION – taking from their 

fellow-Jews more than what was right, what was to owed to the Roman political 

authorities – because they kept the surplus for themselves! 

 Zacchaeus was a CHIEF tax-collector – a SUPERVISOR of this lot of 

extortionists  … Undoubtedly the most-despised man in Jericho! 

 

(ii) BUT … He had POWER (Rome was behind him) …  He had POSITION … and he 

had WEALTH! 

 

3.  The spiritual issue that goes hand-in-hand with the shortness we each have is 

the question of WORTH! 

 Faced with my shortness, WHAT GIVES ME WORTH? 

   WHAT MAKES ME MATTER? 

         WHAT GIVES ME SIGNIFICANCE & SECURITY? 

 

(i)  Zacchaeus had likely taken a lot of teasin’ as a boy growing up in Jericho.   

 >  “Yea, you guys called me mouse / pip-squeak / runt for years – but now 

whose laughing?! … NOW whose got power?  Whose got money?  Now who 

matters?!” 
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4.  WHAT MAKES YOU MATTER?  WHAT GIVES YOU WORTH? 

 Have you ever explored that question in your own heart? 

 

  II.     UNDERSTANDING IDOLATRY 

 

1.  The Bible makes clear that there is ONE AREA that every one of us MEASURE 

SHORT! 

Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned and FALL SHORT … of the GLORY OF GOD!” 

 

(i)  What that means is that as a result of sin in our life, we are SHORT of God’s  

glory! 

 Before sin, the glory of God – GOD HIMSELF - was our WORTH! … OUR 

SECURITY & SIGNIFICANCE. 

- We didn’t have to find ways to matter.  We knew we mattered because 

we knew God – RIGHTLY … INTIMATELY … PURELY. 

- We knew who He was – and that knowledge was our DELIGHT. 

- We lived in His love – that love was our security 

- We fully understood His will – doing it was our significance! 

 

A.  But when humanity rejected God in the original rebellion, here’s what the Bible 

says happened:    (SCREEN) 

 Rom. 1:23 – “Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and 

exchanged the glory of God for IMAGES of his glory” 

 Rom. 1:25 – “We exchanged the truth of God for a lie” …… and we 

worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator, who is forever 

praised.  Amen!” 

 

2.  So we are SHORT of God’s glory – but what this teaches is that, in rejecting God, 

an EXCHANGE HAPPENED - Every human being now responds to their shortness OF 

GOD by serving created things - IMAGES of his glory. 
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(i)  Functionally these are IDOLS – because these created things REPLACE God as 

our source of significance, security, identity, worth! 

 

3.  Zacchaeus’ idol is still a very strong one in our culture – WEALTH! 

 = YOUR PERSONAL WORTH IS YOUR FINANCIAL WORTH 

- That’s a deep strain of thought in our society! 

 

(i)  I.e. – If I were to say to you, “My friend, David, is a VERY SUCCESSFUL person! … 

How would you interpret that? 

 Most people would understand that financially. 

= HE’S WEALTHY – so he’s successful, significant – he has worth! 

  (But is that what this Word teaches?) 

 

(ii)  Zacchaeus’ other idol, a deeper one, could well have been POWER. 

 = his sense of self-worth tied to having measures of control over others! 

So … If he ever happened to get DEMOTED at work by the Romans (down to the 

regular tax-collector level), it would devastate him – because it would mean that 

he would lose so much worth as a person. 

 (Many people climb the corporate ladder for this reason.) 

… so Zacchaeus was always keeping an eye on who below might want his job – 

keeping his thumb on him.  He also was regularly buttering up his Roman boss - 

Even though he hated him, he’d buy him gifts for his birthday. 

 A.  For, you see, any idol we substitute for the glory of God is not only 

something we TRUST IN for our significance, we also LOVE & SERVE – with our 

resources, time, energy, thoughts 

 

4.  Having rejected & falling short of the glory of God, there are numerous things 

we substitute for our sense of worth. 

 

(i)  ATHLETIC SUCCESS – I matter because I can jump higher than you! 



5 
 

(ii)  ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT – I am as significant as my marks! 

 I remember a few years ago reading an old GRADE-ONE report card that my 

mom had kept from my early years at school.  The marks on it were very good – 

pretty well all “A’s”, a couple B+’s.  What got me though was the teacher’s 

comment:   

 Heino has to learn not to cry when he doesn’t get perfect on a test! 

A.  Somehow this idol was already deeply rooted in me:  YOU ARE WHAT YOU 

SCORE – so much so that I’d breakdown if I was ever less than what I could be / 

should be / must be.   

 My significance in life was already dependent in knowing the capital of every 

province in Canada!! 

 PERFORMANCE – “You are what you score!” 

- That’s how to matter!  … (It’s an EPIDEMIC IDOL among firstborns!) 

 

(iii)  A CLEAN HOME can easily be an idol. 

 (Of course, there’s nothing wrong with a well-kept home.  The created things 

we substitute for God are good in themselves.  They’re His creation.  They’re 

images of his glory.  A well-ordered home reflects God’s glory) 

 But when we SERVE it in place of God; when it becomes our sense of worth, 

that’s idolatry. 

 I.e. – When we’re obsessed with cleaning and don’t have time to care for the 

bed-ridden neighbor. 

 - When we don’t open our homes up in Biblical hospitality – cause I’m  

insecure with what others will think … don’t want a mess!  

 - When we spend excessively on our home, idolatry has formed. 

 

(iv)  GOOD LOOKS is another dominant idol in our culture. 

 I’m as secure and significant as the amount of attention I can attract! 

So I better dress & tan & make-up & exercise for that cause … 

  … MY WORTH IS MY LOOKS 
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(v)  Let me mention one more, cause this one’s subtle – RELIGIOUS PROWESS! 

 (It’s kind of in the athletic & academic prowess categories!) 

A.  Last week we looked at the Rich Young Ruler – a very law-abiding man.  He was 

serious about church.  He took the laws of God seriously – no doubt tithed, 

worshipped, helped the poor … BUT WHY? 

 TO FEEL GOOD ABOUT HIMSELF.  (It was his way of having personal worth!) 

 HE MATTERED CAUSE HE OBEYED – his wealth (in his mind) certified it! 

B.  But when another way of mattering came by – belonging to true goodness / 

God’s goodness – he couldn’t let his idol go! 

 His religious behaviors & structures were more important than Jesus.  He 

couldn’t give them up!  That idol was so deeply rooted in his life! 

 

5.  CAN YOU SEE THESE IDOLS IN YOUR LIFE? 

 Before you knew God personally / savingly, what did you base your sense of 

worth on?  (The Word teaches that there’s always something) = EXCHANGE 

- It can be virtually anything in creation: 

We make idols of FRIENDS / FAMILY / IMAGE / CHURCH / PERFORMANCE  

 

6.  In Jeremiah 2:12-13 (screen), God says:  “Be appalled at this, O heavens and 

shudder with great horror -  

 My people have committed two sins: 

 They have forsaken me, the spring of living water; 

  (= the spring of worth, significance, security) 

 And they have dug their own cisterns, 

  (These are the idols we exchange for God) 

 But these are BROKEN CISTERNS THAT CANNOT HOLD WATER. 

 

Being FALSE GODS, idols can’t hold water.  They cannot adequately satisify your 

created thirsts for significance & security. They crack.  Your life with go dry in living 

for them! 
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(i) What do you do when your good looks start to go – as they will – Those 

Hollywood starlets - how many nips & tucks & botox jobs can they handle?   

 

(ii)  What happens when you lose your job – if it’s your deepest sense of 

significance?  

 When your family goes awry – if it’s your worth? 

 When you can’t make a 3-pointer? 

 When you meet others way more academically capable than you are? 

WHO ARE YOU THEN? 

 

(iii)  When you serve the god of religion, what happens when your church 

changes? 

     My security is in its STABILITY! … but churches are always changing & cracking! 

 

(iv)  When you serve the gods of wealth & power, they are broken cisterns.  Those 

gods dry up your life, as Zacchaeus illustrates. 

 He doesn’t have a friend in Jerusalem.  When, IN CURIOSITY, he wants to see 

Jesus coming by.  But – noone’s going to let HIM through!  He has so alienated 

himself!  He has to climb a tree! 

 A.  WHAT A RIDICULOUS, TELLING PICTURE OF the condition that our false 

gods leave us in:  There’s the richest man in Jericho – DONALD TRUMP - stuck up in 

a tree! 

 

PARADOXICALLY … THIS BECOMES HIS PLACE OF SALVATION – because Jesus sees 

him there!  What a statement of the mercy of God finding us in a sin-broken state. 

 

  III.     SALVATION 

 

If Zacchaeus PART I shows us what NOT TO DO with our shortness,  

 Zacchaeus PART II show us what TO DO. 
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He wants to see Jesus – which is why we come to the Word … here today! 

 

1.  HERE’S WHO JESUS IS – HE STOPS! 

 He stops for Zacchaeus, for you / me, and says, “Zacchaeus, come on down!” 

(What a crazy place of isolation that your idolatry has put you in!) … 

 Come on down.  I must stay at your house today! 

 

2.  I trust you’re beginning to understand what that would mean to Zacchaeus –  

those words of Jesus are bringing him into salvation. 

 

(i)  HE MATTERS!  Jesus is talking to him! 

 At this silliest place he’s ever been, he still matters.  That’s where Jesus finds 

sinners – where they’re absolutely lost - and says, “YOU MATTER”. 

 YOU, ON YOUR LIMB … you matter! 

 

(ii) )  What is happening to Zacchaeus is that he is meeting a NEW SOURCE OF 

WORTH = JESUS! 

 The Star of the parade journeying to the Cross; the Central Figure of human 

history; the Greatest One of the entire universe says, “You matter to me – I want 

to go to your house!” 

 

A.  Jesus has come into his life to say, “You matter, Zacchaeus – not because you’re 

rich or powerful or beautiful or law-abiding or smart or a hard-worker at church or 

athletic or clean or well-dressed or have an exemplary family or (you fill in the 

blank) ___________________  …  YOU MATTER BECAUSE I LOVE YOU. 

 

3.  That’s what salvation is!  That’s why Jesus came. 

 To restore us back into GOD’S LOVE as our source of security & significance. 

 

(i)  Jesus is God’s glory on earth.   
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 When we truly believe His love, that glory is restored in us as the source of 

our worth.  And then we can begin to shed those false gods that we have 

substituted.  We are set free from their power over us, as we grow in salvation. 

 

4.  But before we see this freedom in Zacchaeus’ life, let’s note what it cost Jesus 

to show us this saving love of God. 

 

 Verse 7 – After Jesus calls Zacchaeus into relationship and Zacchaeus 

WELCOMED Him gladly, the people who saw this … began to mutter (“grumble” is 

more the sense of the Greek word), “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner’.” 

 

(i)  If Jesus cared what people thought (another potential idol), he wouldn’t have 

stopped for Zacchaeus.  But He didn’t care.  He didn’t care that they DISAPPROVED 

and grumbled & murmured against Him. 

 A.  Whatever cost there might be in reaching out to someone to let them 

know that they mattered TO HIM just because they mattered TO GOD, Jesus’ BORE 

IT!  That is the Cross. 

 Nothing was too costly to communicate that good news, not even his own 

life. Especially to those who are marginalized, foolish & sinful, shunned – you & I 

(given eyes to see ourselves aright). 

 

(ii)  The people’s disapproval FORESHADOWS the Cross – the ultimate price He 

paid to let you know of God’s saving love. 

 When the people said, “He’s gone to be the guest of a sinner!” … they could 

never, ever have better described the meaning of the Cross. 

 

A.  That’s the house of sinners where Jesus went in as a guest to find people like 

you and me, caught up in all the idolatries of this world, to say, “God loves you!” 

 >  YOUR PERSONAL WORTH IS NOT YOUR FINANCIAL WORTH, you personal 

worth is your CROSS-WORTH!” 
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 - Your personal worthy is not your PERFORMANCE worth … 

 - Your personal worth is not your SOCIETY-DEEMED worth … 

> “God loves you.  In that love you are secure & significant.   

> “Come, follow Me – learn to live and be restored in that love! 

  YOUR PERSONAL WORTH IS YOUR CROSS-WORTH! 

 

5.   Do you know that?  Do you believe that?    Have you learned to begin to 

believe that? 

 IF SO, IT CHANGES YOUR LIFE! 

 

  IV.     THE FRUIT OF SALVATION 

 

This is the meaning of ZACCHAEUS PART III 

 Having begun a life in the love of God through Jesus the Christ, Zacchaeus is 

SET FREE from his idolatries. 

 This is the fruit of salvation! 

 

1.  The very wealth that was his IDENTITY & SIGNIFICANCE, he can now let go of. 

 THAT WEALTH DOESN’T HOLD HIM … HE HOLDS IT!   

  The love of God holds him! 

 

(i)  So, he holding his money, now gives it away to those who need it – to show 

others who God is & reveal the meaning of the gospel: 

 A.  Half of those possessions he gives to the poor. 

  “Blessed are the poor, theirs is the kingdom of God.” 

 B.  He returns 4 times to those he’s cheated. 

  That’s the God of grace 

INDEED – “Salvation has come to his house”, Jesus comments! 

 = The glory of God has been and is being restored in his life. 
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2.  Zacchaeus’ story is intentionally told by Luke to contrast to the Rich Ruler. 

 - As we saw, his riches affirmed his sense of GOODNESS - that was where his 

worth was found.  When invited to know and follow God’s goodness / God’s glory, 

that RYR couldn’t let go of his idol. 

 - But Zacchaeus does! 

SALVATION CAME TO HIS HOUSE.  Salvation in Jesus.  Salvation received! 

 

3.  ARE YOU SAVED?  ARE YOU BEING SAVED? – like Zacchaeus. 

 When your worth is established in the undeserved love of God known 

supremely at the Cross of Christ, it is ALWAYS TRANSFORMING YOUR LIFE! 

 Salvation frees us from things which previously were idols. 

 

(i)  My culture is not my identity – GOD IS!  - So it’s now a servant to show people 

the richness of life in Christ. 

 

(ii)  My personal worth is not my financial worth – GOD IS! – so I will use my wealth 

that others can know who God is, merciful and generous!   

 = to let them know the God who says, “You matter – just because you ARE!” 

 

(iii)  My HOME is not my source of security – GOD IS! 

 I’m not a slave to it – it’s now my servant to show people the hospitable God 

– to minister belonging, to let them know that they matter, to take interest. 

 

(iv)  Salvation means that my smarts, abilities, skills, my good looks (= a lot of you!) 

are no longer about gaining significance – GOD IS MY SIGNIFICANCE. 

 Now my gifts are all for leading others to God. 

 

(v)  My CHURCH is not my IDENTITY – GOD IS!  So we will embrace whatever form 

of structure & program it takes to best show others who God is. 

 I AM NOT MY CHURCH,  I AM GOD’S! 
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  V.     CONCLUSION 

 

Salvation comes to Zacchaeus’ house.  That’s what it means! 

 

Has it come to yours? 

 

Jesus restores us to God’s glory. 

 His love, our worth - our significance & security. 

 

 “For the Son of Man came to seek & save what was lost.” 

 

AMEN! 
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PARABLE 

 

1.  If you can affirm Zacchaeus’ salvation in your life, Jesus went on to make this 

comment about the IMPACT & PURPOSE of that salvation: 

 

  Read Luke 19:11-27 

 

2.  This parable is Jesus’ comment on Zacchaeus’ life. 

 He is the one who took the MINA that Jesus gave him – and started to 

multiply it – like those who cultivated it 5 times, 10 times. 

 

THE MINA – is God’s love / acceptance / belonging / favor 

 It is his message in Jesus:  YOU MATTER – not because of what you do, what 

you look like or own, but just because YOU ARE!   

 It’s the gospel of God’s grace! 

 

3.  DO YOU HAVE IT? 

 In one sense, having heard the Zacchaeus-story, you do! 

  WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH IT? 

 Will you bury it? 

  Or will you look for opportunities to spread it. 

 

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN – HE’S THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED KING – even 

though much of the world rejects Him. 

 From His servants, He’s looking to know what you’ve done with his saving 

love?   

 

4.  What will we do to let others know they’re important, they matter, they 

belong?  How will we take interest in others? 
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Cross the hall, stop & talk, invite them to your home, sit with them at Family Night 

dinner? 

 

5.  We are so thankful for the opportunities that God has given us with Kingdom 

Ministries! 

  

NAME TAGS 

 

ZACCHAEUS LUNCH 

 TY – hosts 

 JOIN IN 

 

 

Song – Take, O Take Me As I Am 

 

Prayer – Terrence 

 

* Song – Bring forth the Kingdom! 


