JESUS THROUGH THE EYES OF — The Pharisees
Luke 11:37-54

Sermon for Peace Church
February 27, 2010

PURPOSE — to lead into a time of confession, owning up to pride and self-love in
remorse, that we might be filled with the goodness that’s in Christ.

MAIN POINT - Jesus rebukes the pride that’s in our heart that we might be filled
with the goodness that’s in His.

. INTRODUCTION

1. The sermon series we’re currently in, drawn from the gospel of Luke, is titled,
“A Look at Jesus through the Eyes of ...”

There are 2 key questions within each sermon — WHO IS JESUS? HOW DOES
HIS LIFE CHANGE OURS?

2. Today we look at who He is through the eyes of the Scribes & Pharisees — the
DEVOUTLY RELIGIOUS PEOPLE of his day. (2 groups within Judaism)

Their experience of Jesus, as told in the Scripture reading from Luke 11,
comes as INSULT!
CENTER of the passage — “Teacher, when you say these things you insult us also.”

(i) Jesus ... the INSULTER!

= not our customary way of thinking of Jesus. We prefer Savior, healer,
teacher, leader, deliverer ... INSULTER?

JESUS WILL DO WHATEVER IT TAKES TO HELP US BE REAL WITH OURSELVES
& TRUE TO GOD!

(When’s the last time you experienced Jesus insulting you?)



3. Perhaps REBUKE is a better word. We know that God regularly rebukes his
people. In fact, the Bible is described as a rebuking-document:

“All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, correcting,
REBUKING & training in righteousness.”

= through the Bible, God rebukes us.

(i) He does in other ways too. Someone cuts you off on the interstate. You jam
your horn in excessive road rage ... and then isn’t it within the next 15 minutes that
there you are having to squeeze aggressively into another person’s lane to make
the turn you need! ... OUCH! ... = rebuke!

You hear of PARENTS — Kids in trouble with the law (you roll your eyes) ....
Then your child gets caught drinking under age!

- Through Scripture & circumstance, God rebukes!

4. The lawyer experience of Jesus’ rebuke as INSULT because Jesus wounded his
PRIDE = a false pride = ways he felt good about himself outside of God.

Jesus has just leveled 3 “WOES” against the Pharisees. (They were one
particular subgroup in Judaism.) But the last woe hits this expert in the laws of
God too close to home. You gotta love his line:

Teacher ... when you say these things, you insult us too.

(i) Meaning —those are great cut-ups against those Pharisees.
= those other guys, they really deserve your rebuke.
... But now you’re getting out of line — cause it’s touching me!
» “Jesus, you're insulting ME with your word.”

5. Aren’t we often like that guy? A few things turn against someone you
know —Yea ... | could see how they deserve to have that coming! .... But Me?
What would you need to rebuke me about?



(i) After the scribe said that, Jesus adds 3 more woes come his way!
6. Lest we be like that guy who thinks others should come under Jesus’ rebuke,
but not me ... let’s open our Bibles again to look at this passage (Lk. 11).

More importantly, let’s open our LIVES to hear the rebukes of Jesus today!

. ALOOKATTHE HEART

1. ... For, like the Pharisees, most of us are religiously devout — which, in itself is a
good thing!

(i) Nowhere does Jesus say that religious devotion is bad. In fact, it’s very
important to cultivate a life with God. We need structures and disciplines and
behaviors in our relationship with God — no different than a good marriage has
disciplines of dates & prayers together & annual vacations.

2. But what Jesus is getting at is not so much what we DO as WHO WE ARE (WHY
WE DO THEM) - the HEART.

(That was always a focus of his ministry — to look within —i.e. — Sermon on
the Mount — murder — fool — “I wish you were dead” // adultery — “in his heart”)

(i) There are sins of the body and sins of the heart.
There are sins of behavior and sins of thought & motive.
There are sins of the flesh & sins of the spirit.

3. The sins of the heart are what Jesus is rebuking in the lives of the Pharisees and
scribes. Outwardly / behavior-wise ... their lives are CLEAN, neat. They look good.
They’re impressive — like the outside of a clean cup (v. 39)

(SHOW) — But inside — different story - INSIDE THE CUP is what Jesus here
exposes. (God made both —be clean outside & WITHIN)



4. WHAT’S IN THERE?
FALSE PRIDE marks the heart within. = LOVE OF SELF.

(i) As Christians, it is our goal to rejoice & take pride in our God — not our self, not
our church ... our God — WHO HE IS.
When we MISPLACE that worship, that’s SIN ... IDOLATRY.

The essence of sin is worshipping the CREATED, not the CREATOR (Rom. 1)
A. Our “chief end” (purpose) is to glorify GOD ... and enjoy HIM forever!

So tisJesmisdni stry to REBUKE THE PRI DE
find / receive / grow in THE GOODNESS OF GOD in His!

ll. THE 6 WOES

To that end, let’s touch on these 6 woes to see how this PRIDE effects us:

1. WOE # 1 — It CREATES A RELIGION OF RULES OVER RELATIONSHIP.
(Legalisms over love)

Jesus affirms how scrupulous the Pharisees were about tithing, but they were
missing out on LOVE.
- That’s God’s call — to love Him and our neighbor — caring for justice
The Pharisees tithed on everything (even their garden herbs), and Jesus
doesn’t tell them not to ... But they were doing it just TO FEEL GOOD
ABOUT themselves.

(i) Why do we go to church? Do we come here to worship? To love on God?
LOVE is the heart of the law. Love matters.
Do we come here for the sake of people? LOVE MATTERS



A. The Pharisees had awesome religious structures — but they weren’t for loving
on God & people — they were self-serving (to feel good about themselves).

God forbid that our church ever exist for its own sake!

Each member should expect that your church helps you to encounter &
worship God ... and care for the justice needs of society!

= RELATIONSHIP
BUT self-love IN THE HEART REDUCES LIFE WITH GOD TO Behaviors —ones we can
accomplish and so feel good about ourselves

2. WOE # 2 — SELF-PRIDE CRAVES RECOGNITION!
= “you love the most important seats in the synagogue” (v. 43)

(i) Itrust this SYMPTOM'’s not hard for you to see.

A. The self-pat on the back when I've gone out of my way for someone - >
“Ain’t | something speciall! ... others don’t do that!”

- BOWING TO THE IDOL OF SELF

B. Talking about your exploits with others — NAME-DROPPING — except the
name you’re subtly dropping is always your own

C. The PANGS OF JEALOUSY when someone else is recognized & your not

D. The COMPARISONS TO OTHERS — I’'m doing all this for God ... she’s not!

E. The EMPTINESS & ANGST when no one expresses appreciation.

What’s behind it all? THE DESIRE FOR SELF TO BE WORSHIPED

3. WOE# 3 describes the SPIRITUAL IMPACT OF THIS IDOLATRY:
“Woe to you — you’re like UNMARKED GRAVES, which men walk over without
knowing.”
- In Old Covenant law, walking on an unmarked grave made you
ceremonially unclean. It contaminated youl!



(i) That’s what religious pride does. It CONTAMINATES OTHERS.
Cause all the energy is about ME // about US.
A. Who are we? We want people to know GOD!
Drawing attention to self / US ... it misleads people, contaminates them.

4. WOE #4 —v. 46 — “You experts in the law, woe to you, you load people down
with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to
help them.”

SELF-LOVE MAKES US JUDGMENTAL & UNCARING.

(i) Thisis so prevalent in our hearts as we deal with those less well-off materially,
socially, spiritually poor:

> “Can’t you get your act together? Why are you dropping out of school? (|
stayed in school!) ... Instead of caring to help people learn.

(ii) It’s pride that makes us live toward others with all kinds of expectations (“you
should be this way / that way”) and do NOTHING to help them move forward
toward those expectations.

5. WOE # 5 — PRIDE RESISTS CORRECTION

(i) God sent prophets (v. 48). Our religious forefathers persecuted them.
They were satisfied with the way they had set up their churches and schools and
homes. Nothing needed improvement. When those prophets called for
repentance, our forefathers sent them packing!

A. Now in Jesus’ day, some of the religiously devout people were setting up
monuments to these prophets. So Jesus said that what you’re really honoring is
not the prophet & his godly faithfulness ... but your forefathers STUBBORN PRIDE
that rejected their message.
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(ii) 1t would be like us putting up a Cross in the sanctuary without grief in our
heart. Jesus was THE PROPHET of God. Our resistance to His words CRUCIFIED
HIM. If we put up a cross without grief about that rejection, something’s wrong!
That Cross condemns us! It sends us into sorrow for sin. Without that grief, it
becomes a monument to OUR stubborn rejection of God!

PRIDE REJECTS GOD’S WORD
PRIDE REJECTS HIS MESSENGERS
PRIDE STATES, “WE’RE OK — WE DON’T NEED TO CHANGE”

6. WOE # 6 — (worst of all) - RELIGIOUS SELF-LOVE SHUTS THE KINGDOM!
“Woe to you ... you’ve taken away the key to knowledge. You’ve not entered
yourself and you’re hindering those who were entering.”

(i) When you set up a religious life, as these Pharisees had, essentially for the
purpose of FEELING GOOD about yourself, YOU MISS THE WHOLE POINT!

Religion is for the sake of “feeling good / glorifying / taking pride in” GOD,
not yourself!

A. When religion has become a lifestyle to essentially make you feel comfortable,
one your used to — hey, it’s a good life — then “YOU’VE TAKEN AWAY THE KEY” to
the kingdom — cause it’s self-serving, not God-serving!

(ii) And others who come here will hardly be able to enter or grow in the kingdom
— because the kingdom is about God-love, not self-love.

Woe to you when your religious life is about SELF-CONGRATULATION
SELF-LOVE is the essence of sin and Jesus is with us today to REBUKE that

self-love that is in your heart.
CAN YOU IDENTIFY IT? CAN YOU SEE IT? (CUP)



IV. CRUCIFYING THE SIN NATURE

1. If so ... WHAT DO WE DO WITH SUCH A HEART?

(i) The Bible teaches that we CRUCIFY IT! (get this)
We don’t try to FIX IT.
Christianity is not about renovation, self-improvement.
It’s not about RADIATION TREATMENT or surgery.
We crucify it to get a NEW HEART - Ezekiel 18:31

A. To CRUCIFY the SINFUL NATURE is to PUT IT TO DEATH by repenting.
= owning up to it in sorrow, renouncing its god-defying wickedness ...

(ii) ... so that we can RECEIVE A NEW HEART!
THIS IS THE GOSPEL! - A NEW HEART
= THE BIRTH OF THE NEW - EVEN WITHIN THE OLD (pour water into cup)
= the SPIRIT! (THE HEART OF JESUS — who dissolves the old away)

2. Jesus rebukes the pride in our heart so that we can BE FILLED with the
GOODNESS OF HIS!

(i) 1'saw that goodness of Jesus’ heart in my study of the passage this week. It’s in
the little word, “WOE” (NIV).
| had always read that word with a lot of DISGUST in it - > “WOE TO YOU...
= you're write-offs ... bunch of idiots ...
= you’re useless - condemnation — off to hell with you.

A. There’s actually a ton of SORROW in the word — compassion / warning / regret
/ PITY ... “ALAS” might be a better translation.
— “What sorrow awaits you” ... that sorrow is in Jesus’ heart, even as he confronts!
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(ii) Yes, the specifics offend the Pharisees and experts in the Law. But even in this
rebuke, Jesus is not writing them off.

He cares for them.

He cares for us — even when the self-love He confronts is the antithesis of
who He is. HE IS ALL ABOUT GOD, NOT HIMSELF.

He MOURNS even as He confronts sin.

3. That heart of Jesus is BORN in us as we choose to crucify the sin nature.
= HATING SELF-GLORY, desiring GOD!
(Promise — new thoughts / desires / a new nature)

JESUSREBUKESTHEPRI DE THAT'™ S I N OUR HEART THA
WITH THE GOODNESS OF HI'S ... through R

Don’t try to renovate, repent. Invite Jesus to come, fill you. He will wash the filth
away. Be about Him. Let the church be about Him ... and sin will dissolve!

V. CONCLUSION

1. After confronting the Pharisees & teachers of the law, here’s how they respond:
Verse 53 — They began to oppose Jesus fiercely and to besiege him with
questions, waiting to catch him in something he might say.

(i) Jesus’ CARING REBUKE of the self-love of the Pharisees led to his eventual
CRUCIFIXION.
On account of these woes, fierce opposition began. It culminated at the Cross.

THE CROSS = THE CENTERPIECE OF HUMAN HISTORY
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2. That Cross divides humanity — for when it comes down to it, it represents 2
things, 2 CAMPS of mankind:

(i) The Pharisees’ crucifixion of Jesus represented a DENIAL of God, of truth, of
seeing their selves as God sees them ... of confronting the essential sin of self-love.
That denial put Him to death ... = “let’s get rid of Him!”

= affirming self-love
THE CROSS PREDICTS THEIR JUDGMEN & FATE

(ii) But for those who have ENTERED GOD’S SALVATION:

A. Revelation — of the sin nature in us
IT IS JESUS CLIMACTIC STATEMENT OF WOE to every human being in history!

B. REPENT OF THAT SIN

C. RECEIVE NEW LIFE (through the work of God) = our resurrection in Jesus!

In Galatians 2:20, the born-again apostle Paul writes: | have been crucified with

//l//

Christ ... and | no longer live (i.e. — the “I” that lived for self-congratulations) ... but
Christ lives in me and the life | now live, | live by faith in the Son of God who loved

me and gave himself for me.

THAT’S HOW, NOT ONLY THE OUTSIDE, BUT THE INSIDE BECOMES CLEAN FOR
GOD!

Jesus rebukes the pride in my heart that we might find the goodness of God in
His.

So let’s respond to God’s Word, praying in repentance:



