JESUS THROUGH THE EYES OF ... The Centurion
Luke 7:1-17

Sermon for Peace Church
January 24, 2010

PURPOSE — Call people to become pro-life through living by faith in the authority
of Jesus.
MAIN IDEA - Faith in Jesus’ authority makes us pro-life!

. INTRODUCTION

Let’s open our Bibles to Luke 7:1

1. We're in a sermon series from the gospel of Luke, looking at the person of Jesus
— WHO HE IS and HOW HIS LIFE CHANGES OURS!
It’s titled, “A Look At Jesus Through The Eyes Of -”

(i) This morning that person is a Roman Centurion — a military captain, a leader of
men. (Centurions led divisions of about 100 soldiers, hence their title.)
He’s a non-Jew, a Gentile — someone not raised in covenant relationship with God.

A. Along with his encounter with Jesus, | want to include the following story of
Jesus raising a widow’s son — because it fits with the centurion’s story and this day.

Read Luke 7:1-17

2. On this Sanctity of Life Sunday, how good it is to read that JESUS IS PRO-LIFE!
In both of these stories, He is the One who brings LIFE TO THE DEAD!

(i) Two crowds COLLIDE as Jesus travels to a town called NAIN.



As He enters the gates, He, His disciples and a large crowd with him (v. 11)
encounter another large crowd (v. 12). THAT CROWD is marked by death & grief
and wailing.

(ii) A CHILD IS DEAD.
50 million of them in our nation since Roe v. Wade in 1973 — children who
never saw the light of day.
50,000 a year aborted in lllinois — 1 out of every 5 children conceived ...
= a holocaust of death & grief & wailing.

(iii) That large crowd is met by JESUS ... and his followers
DEATH meets LIFE! ... and LIFE WINS!
» “Young man, | say to you, GET UP!”
... and he sat up and began to talk and Jesus gave him back to his mother.
LIFE WINS - BECAUSE JESUS IS PRO-LIFE!

3. And not just for the dead child!

His heart —v. 13 — went out to the mother — her sorrow, her confusion, her
fears, maybe even her guilt.

Like PASS’s ministry, Jesus is pro-life also for the mother and her distress.

(i) Jesus is pro-life (in the story before) for the sick & dying servant in CAPERNAUM
...and in HAITI

... AND WHEREVER HE TRAVELS, LIFE WINS ... over death, over grief, over sickness!

5. ARE YOU PART OF HIS PRO-LIFE MOVEMENT?
- Because Jesus is a LIFE-GIVER, that is every Christian’s MANDATE:



(i) To be a Christian is to be a LIFE-GIVER — to otherwise aborted babies, to
distressed mothers, to marginalized elderly, to oppressed minorities, to
segregated churches, to broken families, to depressed youth, to the stranger
among us, to whoever our neighbor be.

In this world of death, division & despair, Christians SPREAD LIFE in Jesus’ name.

6. ARE YOU PRO-LIFE? ARE WE A LIFE-GIVING CHURCH?
HOW DO WE BECOME THAT WAY?
Let’s turn to the CENTURION’S WITNESS to learn HOW to be part Jesus’ pro-
life movement!

(i) Here’s what he tells us about WHO JESUS IS and how HE CHANGES OUR LIVES:
Jesus is the one with AUTHORITY over sickness & death and through FAITH in
His authority, we become part of His triumphant pro-life movement.

n. JESUS' AUTHORITY

1. After His resurrection, Jesus said to His disciples: “ALL AUTHORITY in heaven
and on earth has been given to me ... GO!” — Mt. 28:18

HIS ENTIRE LIFE WITNESSED TO THIS AUTHORITY:
(i) Jesus TAUGHT with authority — Mt. 7:29

= He taught as if He was to be obeyed above any other teaching.
(ii) He has authority over NATURE — He calms the storm — Mark 4 - and the
disciples wonder: “Who is this, even the wind & waves obey Him?”
(ii) He HEALED with authority. He FORGAVE SINS with authority — Mt. 9:6 — the
story of the paralytic.

» “So that you might know | have authority to forgive sins ... get up, take up

your mat & go home.”

Sickness does what He commands. Sin is forgiven by the authority of who He is!



(iv) He has authority over DEMONS — They fear Him. They MUST OBEY His voice
(Lk. 8:31 — when he casts them into a herd of swine).
(v) He has authority over the TEMPTER — “Get thee behind me, Satan!”
(vi) He has the authority to declare that this WORN AGE of sin & death is DONE.
“IT IS FINISHED” — He proclaimed on the Cross, as He was about to take sin &
death back to the PIT OF HELL from which it came.
(vii) By His Resurrection, Jesus took authority over DEATH itself!
John 10:18 — “ | have authority to lay my life down and authority to take it up
again.”
His resurrection is the ultimate historical witness that ALL AUTHORITY in
heaven and on earth is given to Him! ... So Jesus’ pro-life movement is a
triumphant movement!

2. THE CENTURION UNDERSTANDS THE MEANING OF THIS AUTHORITY!

Being part of a military culture helped! The military is run by authority -
command and obey. It cannot be otherwise without jeopardizing its effectiveness.
So when the Centurion hears of the testimony of Jesus from others, he processes
that witness through a GRID OF AUTHORITY.

(i) He has a highly-valued servant who is sick & dying.

Is there someone with AUTHORITY over sickness & death who can
COMMAND it out of him? ... Or am | powerless?

JESUS, he is told, heals the sick!

(ii) So he begins to REASON IN FAITH!

If Jesus has this authority, then | am not powerless!
| CAN HOPE /| CAN ASK /| CAN TRUST / | TAKE INITIATIVE & MAKE EFFORT!
= “l can be part of his prolife movement for the sick & dying around me”

- SO HE IS! —for his beloved servant!



3. THAT'S HOW FAITH RESPONDS TO THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS!

HIS AUTHORITY IS NOT MERELY THEOLOGY — it is life-changing!

In light of death, disease & division around us, faith CALLS ON the authority
of Jesus for LIFE! Faith hopes / asks / trusts / takes initiative & makes effort!

You are NOT POWERLESS! THINGS CAN CHANGE!
... Through faith in Jesus’ authority, we become part of his triumphant pro-life
movement!

lll. APPLICATIONS

Let’s apply that to some places:

1. First, in light of this day juxtaposed to Roe v. Wade (Jan. 22, 1973), the plight of
the unborn in our nation.

It’s not hard to feel POWERLESS against that “crowd of death”.

We hear the statistics and think, “Will things ever change?”

(i) Well, convictions in our nation ARE CHANGING. A culture of life is growing —
and Christians are a significant part of that:

A. In 2009, Pew Research Center found that more Americans (41%) now
favor making it more difficult to obtain an abortion, up from 35% in 2007

B. A Gallup poll last May found that for the first time in 14 years, a majority
of Americans (51%) identified themselves as pro-life. One year ago —only 44%

C. In arecent NEW YORK magazine article, pro-abortion writer Jennifer
Senior asks, “Just how pro-choice is America, really?”
The answer: Not as pro-choice as it used to be. Senior bemoans the fact that
Americans between the ages of 18 and 29 are “the most pro-life generation to
come along since the generation born during the Great Depression.” She notes
that Crisis pregnancy centers now outnumber abortion providers — and 2/3rds of
abortionists are over the age of 50.



(iii) Father Frank Pavone wrote an article titled, “10 Reasons Why the Prolife
Movement is Winning”. Among those reasons:

A. Youth today (as cited)

B. Technology — When centers like PASS get an ultrasound machine, there
are 60% more decisions against abortion — people see there’s a life involved.

C. Internet — the stories of regret / important information is spreading

D. Fewer & fewer doctors consider themselves pro-choice and will perform
abortions — 1993 America had over 2,000 abortion clinics / today 740.

E. Embryo Research on human life

F. Mounting evidence that abortions do not reduce child abuse & improve
society (as was argued back in 1973)

= THE CONVICTION OF LIFE IS GROWING IN SOCIETY

“But above all, - (his article finishes with this statement — | quote) - the reason why
we are winning the fight to end abortion is because WE HAVE ALREADY WON!
There is One among us who holds the keys of death and of hell. Jesus Christ is
Risen from the dead! Although thought to be overwhelmed by the agents of death,
He trampled death by his death and robbed it of its power — “O death where is your
sting?” ... Because of Christ’s resurrection, death no longer has the final word in the
human story. Our final destiny is eternal LIFE, not the grave!

That means that the power of abortion — which takes more life than anything
else — has also been broken. Our movement does not simply work FOR victory, we
work FROM victory. Victory is our starting point.

We joyfully proclaim to the world that Christ is Risen, and for this reason, we
must choose life. We then work to apply that victory to every sector of society.

The labor is intense and the obstacles many. But we do NOT cower before
the culture of death and wonder how we will ever overcome it. Rather, we stand
before it with victorious confidence and declare:

“BEGONE! You have no room here. No place here. No further authority to
menace the human family. Your kingdom has been conquered & Christ reigns
supreme!”



(iv) Like the centurion, that’s engaging in Jesus’ authority WITH FAITH to be part
of the pro-life movement!

- We work for victory FROM victory
Yes ... “The labor is intense and the obstacles many. But we do NOT cower before
the culture of death.” ... WE PERSEVERE

- We pray / trust / hope / give / take initiative / make effort

- We care for distressed moms

- We love ... there’s to be NO VIOLENCE in our methods

- We protest peacefully / We march / We vote (Voter Guides — for Feb. 2)

- WE ARE NOT POWERLESS! THINGS CHANGE!

A. Jesus has authority to forgive & heal & calm storms & change circumstances,
including political & judicial representatives.

Because Jesus has authority over death, LIFE WILL WIN!
Like the centurion, through FAITH in Jesus’ authority, we become part of his
triumphant pro-life movement!

2. Now let me apply this to a couple of other places where we face sickness &
death. In these places too we sometimes feel powerless. They too require us to
live by faith in Jesus’ authority!

(i) One is our PERSONAL LIFE — our character, sanctification, our growth in love.
... becoming a LIFE-GIVER to others.

A. When someone becomes a Christian, Jesus’ LIFE enters them — just like that
widow’s son. NEW LIFE COMES through the power of His Word: GET UP!
= “born again”
That new life, however, enters what the apostle Paul calls “this BODY OF
DEATH” (Romans 7:24). And that creates quite a CULTURE WAR within (no
different than the one between the forces of life & death out there)!



(ii) In the sinful nature, Paul writes, there is “discord, hatred, lust, fear, jealousy,
selfish ambition, fits of rage, greed, gossip, slander, deceit.”

In the NEW NATURE, there is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” - (Galatians 5)

A. That’s the culture war — If you’re a Christian you have within you both
death & life! Those forces are at war! (Rom. 7:21 — “/ find this principle at work
within me — When | want to do good, evil is right there with me ... | delight in God’s
law, but | see another law at work within the members of my body, waging war!”)

(iii) WILL THINGS CHANGE? Will the pro-life movement grow in me?

Sometimes you may wonder: You face strongholds of fear — shyness /
privacy ... it feels so natural to gossip — talk down about others ... Selfish ambitions,
sexual lusts arise so readily; ... you can feel powerless: WILL THINGS CHANGE?

AM | GROWING IN LOVE for others — kindness, goodness?

AM | BECOME MORE OF A LIFE-GIVER TO OTHERS?

(iv) THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS’ AUTHORITY, we become part of His pro-life
movement in our character.

We TAKE ON the forces of death within — by calling on Him in hope, trust,
hope, initiative, effort

A. “l will not be the same person next year — Jan. 24, 2011 — because:

Jesus has authority over temptation — “Greater is He that is in you than he
that is in the world”.

And should | fall in temptation ... He has authority to forgive my sins ... and |
will get up again. | will claim the Cross in repentance! | will persevere!

Jesus has authority over my sin-sicknesses — He’s a healer — fears be gone!

That’s how we live by faith in His authority



(v) “Who will deliver me from this body of death?”, Paul asks — and then answers:
Thanks be to God — through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

Because Jesus has authority over death, your sin nature — CHRISTIAN - is no
longer WHO YOU ESSENTIALLY ARE! Your future, like the future of this world, will
be ALL LIFE.

We work FOR VICTORY FROM VICTORY!

A. So don’t ever think you can’t change, Christian — because Jesus has all
authority in heaven and on earth!

The issues of being PRO-LIFE begin there for the Christians: JESUS
TRANSFORMING US INTO LIFE-GIVING PEOPLE FOR OTHERS — through faith in His
authority.

3. Nor should we ever think THE CHURCH cannot change!
That tendency too is ours — “things will never change here”

(i) Jesus came to assert His authority over sin, sickness and death - so that His
church would have abundant life —and be LIFE-GIVING for the world.

Through faith in Jesus’ authority Peace becomes part of His triumphant pro-life
movement. To even think we cannot grow to minister to the needs of the day is
to deny His authority.

FAITH IN THAT AUTHORITY IS CALLED FOR!
So let’s close by returning to the CENTURION:

IV. CONCLUSION

Having recognized Jesus’ authority, here’s how his faith was expressed as he dealt
with the sickness & death around him:



1. He ASKS for Jesus to come & bring LIFE.

2. Then having heard that Jesus is coming, he expresses DEEP HUMILITY.

> “Don’t trouble yourself to come to my home ... | don’t deserve to have you
come under my roof ... | am not worthy.”

Now this is a military leader — this is no schmuck!

This man has done much good for the Jews — they vouch for him — He built
them a synagogue.

(i) But before Jesus and the authority invested in Him, the centurion prays
this way: I don’t deserve You to come under my roof and bring life.

3. Instead ... just speak the Word!

THAT’S FAITH — recognizing the authority of Jesus, he asks him to SPEAK A
WORD over sickness & death!

Speak the Word — that’s why we gather to hear the PROCLAMATION of the
Word from Holy Scripture.

(i) We don’t need Jesus himself physically here — we just need the Word that
comes from His authority!
AND THAT WORD IS HERE!
He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

FAITH SEEKS THAT WORD TO BECOME PART OF JESUS’ LIFE-GIVING MOVEMENT
TODAY —in society, in our character, in the church.

4. In turn, Jesus is AMAZED at this man’s faith. He heals and brings life to the
servant.

Then He says about that centurion: “I tell you, | have not found such great
faith even in Israel.”



GREAT FAITH — recognizes Jesus’ authority & seeks it humbly
Through GREAT FAITH we become part of Jesus’ triumphant pro-life movement
today.

We work FOR victory FROM victory — ALL AUTHORITY IS HIS!

May He find such faith today.

AMEN!
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