“OUR INHERITANCE COMES THROUGH DEATH”
Genesis 23, 25

Sermon for Peace Church
November 15, 2009

PURPOSE — to draw people to the meaning of Jesus’ death and give up their life to
Him.

MAIN IDEA - Death is a place of sadness, hope and choice in the life of God’s
promises.

. INTRODUCTION

Let’s open our Bibles to Genesis 23.

1. Today’s sermon is about one of the two things in life it is said that you cannot
avoid. Taxes are one of those things. Our subject, death, is the other. You cannot
avoid it. LIFE IS ALWAYS FATAL.
| stand before you to preach today because | have an illness that is terminal.
| invite you to listen each Sunday — because you too have a terminal illness.
Even surer than taxes, death comes. It is INESCAPABLE.
So let’s understand some of what the Bible says about death through the witness
of Abraham.

(i) Today we conclude a sermon series on the life of Abraham. His story ends in
death.

Genesis 23 is about the death of his wife, Sarah. | too want to read a few
verses from Genesis 25 —about Abraham’s own death.

2. Read Genesis 23 ... Gen. 25:7-11



Having been away most of this week, | didn’t have time to produce a sermon
outline for the back of the bulletin. So let me say beforehand that my thoughts
are organized around these 3 areas of Abraham’s experience with death:

Death as LOSS; death as INHERITANCE-GIVING; death as CHOICE!

Il. DEATH AS LOSS

Abraham’s first experience with Sarah’s death is its SADNESS. After she died (v. 2),
Abraham went to mourn for her. After Sarah died, Abraham WEPT over her.

1. Death is the end of relationship. It is separation. Itis LOSS.
For over 100 years, Abraham & Sarah had done life together.

(i) She was there with him when young Abram said to her, “I think | just got called
by God Almighty to leave our home here in Ur.” She was there in the risk and its
rewards.

(ii) Sarah watched as Abram went to war against the king of the Chaldeans who
had captured their nephew, Lot. She was there waiting for him when he came
back home.

(ii) Sarah was the one who forgave him when Abram put her out there for the
taking by Pharaoh — to cover his own skin. Marriage is forgiveness.

(iii) Sarah and Abram together went through the struggles of infertility ... then the
joy of a miraculous pregnancy, and the laughter of Isaac’s birth!

(iv) Together they had struggled with household decisions about Hagar. Together
they had learned to live in faith. She saw Abraham & Isaac off when her husband
was called to sacrifice their son on Mt. Moriah.

Together they had sought to live in God’s destiny for their life.

A. But that’s now over — cause Sarah dies!



| recall Fran Koster asking me a couple months ago when Ed was turning
quite ill, “Pastor, | know we’ve had 64 years together. | know it can’t go on
forever ... Butis it wrong to ask for a few months more?”

NO — not at all; — God loves your love for Ed. God loves Ed’s love for you. It
is good. And we are to ask God for His good things, trusting that He always gives
the best!

2. The Bible calls death our ENEMY (1 Cor. 15:26).

Enemies intrude & destroy. The separation death brings is a violation of
God’s original design. It is not natural. It is a consequence of sin. When we
experience the loss of that separation, it is right & good to cry like Abraham. THE
ENEMY HAS STRUCK.

(i) There is a movement afoot today to treat death as something merely natural
and therefore to be accepted — part of the “circle of life”.
= something not to hate or grieve or fear ... just another “change” we go through.
A. Peter Kreeft tells the story of a neighbor whose 3 year old nephew died
unexpectedly at age 3. Her son, a 7 year old, asked his mom, “Where is my cousin
now?” ... Well, this woman didn’t believe in any form of life after death. She
believed in this “circle of life” theology. ... So she answered, “Your cousin has gone
back to the earth, where we all came from. All of nature, son, is a cycle. Deathis a
natural part of the cycle. When you see the earth put forth new flowers next
spring, you can know that your cousin’s life is fertilizing those flowers.
She naively figuredt that that would satisfy her son. So she was surprised
when he screamed, “I| DON’T WANT TO BE FERTILIZER” ... and ran off!

(ii) INNATELY we know that death is an intrusion. A child can tell us that. It
doesn’t “feel” natural. So we rightly struggle & grieve.

“Don’t go gently into that good night” - writes Dylan Thomas

“Rage, rage against the dying of the light”



Abraham wept because death is loss — an intruding enemy which separates us in
relationship.

3. In this, death comes also to WARN US about matters of eternity. The sense of
“WRONG” in it indicates that there’s something “wrong” with our primary
relationship — with God. SIN HAS SEPARATED us from God. Our sins have brought
DEATH into that relationship.

(i) The Bible teaches us to understand our physical condition as a reflection
of the spiritual. So PHYSICAL SICKNESS, physical DEFORMITIES tells us that OUR
HEARTS are sick. Our hearts are DEFORMED. There’s something wrong with them
that needs to be addressed.

A. Likewise, physical death speaks about the DEATH we have with God. Sin
has SEPARATED us from him.

The 70-80 years of life in this age are given to us in the patience of God that
we might face the spiritual deadness we have to Him ... and SEEK JESUS — who is
His NEW LIFE on earth.

Death WARNS therefore that, unless we receive that NEW LIFE, we are
destined for HELL — eternal separation from God. Eternal loss. Eternal pain.
Eternal mourning — HELL.

So death is an enemy — and when we experience its “STING”, we rightly grieve,
fight, mourn and cry. Itis loss.

Il. DEATH AS INHERITANCE-GIVING - Second, death as Inheritance-Giving.
Thankfully that’s not all the Bible says about death.

1. AFTER Abraham finishes mourning, a significant event occurs. Abraham must
decide WHERE to bury Sarah. Will he take her back to Haran — where they lived
for a while? Maybe all the way back to Ur of the Chaldeans — where she and he
first grew up?



NO! He decides to buy a plot of land in CANAAN — the land God promised to
him and his descendents. He is going to BURY HER IN THE PROMISES OF GOD!

Canaan is his promised land. It is the inheritance God said he’d give to
Abraham and his descendents.

FOR CHRISTIANS, our promised land is the NEW EARTH & NEW HEAVENS.
That’s our inheritance.

(i) Itis through Sarah’s death then, he begins to receive the Promised Inheritance
of God.

- SO DO WE! —through Jesus’ death, and then through our own death.

OUR INHERITANCE COMES THROUGH THE DOOR OF DEATH

2. SARAH’S DEATH IS PROPHETIC of the meaning of Jesus’ death for us. The GOOD
THINGS of God — His Favor / peace / joy / hope / freedom / love / security /
meaning — COME THROUGH HIS DEATH!

Even Abraham in this chapter is a witness of Jesus.

(i) Most of chapter 23 is the story of his NEGOTIATING with Ephron, the Hittite, to
buy a place to bury Sarah.

Up to that point in time, he is an “alien & stranger” on earth (v. 4). He owns
no land. The Hittites offer a cave for free.

But Abraham insists on buying that land — paying the full price for it. (Back
then, if it was only gifted to him, he ran the risk of future Hittites reclaiming the
land after Ephron’s death.) ABRAHAM PAID FOR THE LAND IN FULL!

A. In fact, some commentators state that he OVERPAID for it, way beyond what it
was worth — They believe that Ephron was simply going into Middle-Eastern
bartering mode:



By starting with, “You can have it for free” — posturing ... knowing that Abraham
wouldn’t consider that ... then setting a ridiculously high cost — 400 shekels — more
than a laborer could expect to make in a life time (about S1 million).

B. But Abraham, a wealthy man, pays it without negotiation — FULL PRICE and he
PUBLICLY CERTIFIES HIS OWNERSHIP at the city gate.

... So Sarah is buried in the cave at Machpelah —and the Promised Land
begins to become their home.

= THIS DIRT IS MINE!

3. When jesus was put dead in a cave, it was for that same reason —to reclaim
EARTH.

GOD’S INVITATION for you to have a piece of the Promised Land through his
death. He died that your sins would be forgiven. He died that you would not die
eternally. He died to bear that curse of sin. He died bearing God’s just
punishment against sin. He died that you might have NEW LIFE in the NEW EARTH
to come.

TO RECEIVE THIS LIFE:

(i) First you must MOURN his death — just as Abraham did Sarah.

To mourn Jesus’ death is to hate the sin that caused it. Itis to REPENT. Itis
to begin a life of turning from those secret idols of the heart:

- Our prides / insecurities / The desire to be liked

- The desire to have things under control

- The love of material comfort

- The worship of people above God

- The gossip / the deceit / the self-pride & comparison

Jesus died for those things.
A. One way to understand the Cross is as GOD’S MIRROR to show us who we are.
We're God-rejectors. We’re God-strikers. We're God-murderers. We put IDOLS in
our life all the time! Those idols of have that impact on God. MOURN YOUR SIN!



(ii) Then TRUST in the DEEPER MEANING OF JESUS’ DEATH.

His death PUBLICLY PAID THE FULL PRICE for mankind to inherit the NEW
EARTH - like Abraham buying the land. He bore the punishment FOR US. We owe
God nothing.

God made him who knew no sin to become sin for us — that we might become
the righteousness of God! (2 Cor. 5:21)

= GOD’S FAVOR FOR US!

Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned. He has CROSSED OVER from
death to life.”

= no more, believer, are you stuck in eternal death!

DEATH’S STING is removed for the Christian!

Where, O death, is your sting? Where, O grave, your victory? — 1 Cor. 15:55 -
the sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the law — but thanks be to God, He
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

4. In that victory, then, not only does Jesus’ death becomes our means for
receiving God’s Promised Land ... even our own death becomes a means for
receiving that inheritance!

l.e. — Yesterday a few of us met with Ruth Kelder to be further trained in
developing community in our church. Her 92 year old mother died Thursday night.
At first Ruth was unsure whether she was going to be able to join us —so she had
written me a “heads-up” note. In it she says, “Mom had been longing to DIE for
some time now —so when | received that call my first response was
“HALLELJUAH"!

For Ruth’s mom, death was an advance into her inheritance. A door to the
new earth. It is for all Christians.

THE INHERITANCE COMES THROUGH DEATH - Jesus’ first, then our own!



IV. DEATH AS CHOICE — Third, DEATH AS A CHOICE!

1. When it came to his OWN DEATH, Abraham also was buried in the PROMISED
LAND (ch. 25) —in the cave of Machpelah of Canaan. He was buried in the same
place as his wife Sarah. HE WAS BURIED IN THOSE PROMISES OF GOD! He
trusted those promises to the end!

THAT’S HOW WE WANT TO DIE — buried in God’s promises!

(i) For Abraham, however, this was just a CAP of a whole life of dying in God’s
promises. That’s what FAITH IS.

A. When God first called him — He had to leave his country & his people, his
father’s house. That was a dying.

= that’s what the Bible means when it describes death as a choice.

= living by faith is learning to die to anything that God wants us to give up in
order to follow Him.

2. That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “Whoever would come after Me, let him
TAKE UP HIS CROSS ... and follow me.”

- In a real way, the Christian life is learning to die — over & over again.

- Itis learning to LET GO to follow Jesus in faith.

(i) It is dying to sin.

It is dying to the values of this world.
It is dying to SELF

For example - Whenever you must forgive someone, there’s a death
involved. It’s often helpful to realize that the person you must forgive does not
deserve forgiveness. They offended you. If “justice” is served, they shouldn’t be
forgiven. But to forgive you must let go of what you are owed — and give mercy
instead — love, grace, hope, affirmation. Forgiveness is dying.)



ANY OF THESE CHOICES OF DEATH are taken ... in order to follow Christ.
In Him are God’s promises.

(i) In his book, “The Cost of Discipleship”, Dietrich Bonhoeffer states, “When Christ
calls a man, he bids him come & die!”

(= it’s a powerful statement — especially because Bonhoeffer himself was
martyred as part of the WWII resistance movement in Germany.)

A. To illustrate this, he uses the example of the man in Luke 9 who, when
called by Jesus to follow Him, first wanted to bury his dad. “Let the dead bury the
dead”, Jesus rebuked him.

Bonhoeffer comments — The trouble with this would-be disciple is that at the
very moment he expresses his willingness to follow, he ceases to want to follow at
all. He wants to retain the right to dictate his OWN TERMS in life with Jesus ...
Then discipleship is no longer discipleship, but a program of our own - to be
arranged to suit ourselves - and be judged in accordance with our own reason —
discipleship can tolerate NO CONDITIONS which might come between Jesus and
our obedience to Him.

(ii) That man had to learn to die to his IDENTITY in his dad in order to be with
God’s promises in Christ.

DEATH IS AN ONGOING CHOICE in the Christian life in order to have Jesus
and more fullness of life in Him.

V. CONCLUSION

1. Inthis journey, let’s be encouraged by Abraham.

He was called. He was given promises. He had a great destiny given to him,
one that Christians can relate to: BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING.

He was promised to inherit the earth.
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(i) He lived by faith in those promises.

He wasn’t perfect. He made his mistakes. But God stuck with him and so he
stuck with God.

Having met God, he learned that ultimately he was not living for the things of
this age. Hebrews 11 — He was looking forward to another city, a better country, a
heavenly one - ... the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

SO DEATH WAS HIS DOOR INTO THAT CITY.

2. He made it through this age by faith. He died “a good old age & full of years”.
He knew God’s faithfulness — Isaac the son was born to him. He was faithful in his
day.

HE WAS BURIED IN THE PROMISES OF GOD.

May his example encourage us,
May his burial be yours —in Jesus’ name.
May his inheritance be yours — the new earth!

AMEN!



