FAITH & SODOM’S GOODS
Genesis 14:13-15:1

Sermon for Peace Church
September 27, 2009

PURPOSE - to call people away from the traps of riches into a life of faith in God,
treasuring His promises and person.

MAIN IDEA - The life of faith avoids the trap of materialism, treasuring God and
his promises as one’s central identity.

. INTRODUCTION

Let’s open our Bibles to Genesis 14.

1. We're in a series of sermons on the life of Abram, focusing on his journey of
faith.

Abram was called by God with a PROMISE: | WILL BLESS YOU and make your
name great ... TO BE A BLESSING TO THE WORLD — through you all people will be
blessed.

- It was a call to live in a faith-relationship with God, no different than you

and | are called by God in Christ with the promise: | will bless you to be a
blessing

(i) To live in this promise, Abram was told to “leave his country, people, his
father’s household” and journey to the land of Canaan.
Our journey is into Jesus — HIS PERSON — character, mission & ministry.
The LEAVING is the same — “your country, your people, your father’s
household — let nothing come before your allegiance to Me,” Jesus says.
... “FOLLOW ME — and you will be blessed ... to be a blessing”
“He who loses his life for my sake will find it.”



2. Therefore we have much to learn from Abram’s faith journey. And the place we
left him last week was up on a hill near Bethel, overlooking the land of Canaan on
the west and the plain of Jordan on the east.

The views were CONTRASTING. Canaan was hilly, arid, only pockets of good
land. The plain of the river Jordan, on the other hand —ch. 13:10, was well-
watered, “like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar” = lush,
rich, plentiful.

(i) On that hill Abram made a decision in faith. Needing to separate from Lot, he
let Lot choose first which land he preferred to settle in.

It was a faith-decision- for not only did it express trust in God, it revealed
God’s character. Abram —the elder, richer, stronger — had every right to choose a
location first. But in God’s Spirit of self-sacrifice & peacemaking, he let Lot choose
first.

3. Chapter 13:11 - Here’s what Lot decides to do: Read chapter 13:11-13

4. That decision sets up today’s teaching: FAITH & WEALTH!
(You know we can’t have a series on faith without touching this subject at

least once!)
(i) Jesussaid,” You can’t |l ove both God and
you’' || DESPI SE the other.?”

= They’re COMPETITIVE - One love DRIES UP the other — God & money are
that much at odds in the life of faith.

(ii) Jesus also said that His followers are IN the world but not OF the world.
That sense of the “world” — its material offerings & offerings is where Lot

chose to live. It’s what that plain of Jordan, that society of Sodom represents.
A. Sodom was a wealthy and CORRUPT city.



-V. 13 — “The men of Sodom were wicked and sinning greatly against the Lord.”
We know that there was rampant sexual perversion in Sodom.

Ezekiel 16:49 adds: Sodom and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and
unconcerned. They did not help the poor and needy. They were haughty and did
detestable things before God.

5. Lot is choosing to be OF THIS WORLD, not just in it.
Did you notice that? After his decision on the hill, he first lived in the cities of
the Jordan plain ... then he pitched his tent NEAR Sodom ... later we learn he has
moved WITHIN Sodom. Sodom SUCKS HIM IN!
“Do not | ove t he wor-stdtesblohnZBlB.Vft hi ng
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the
world —the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he
HASANDDOES—-c omes not from the Father Dbut
- So Christians are IN the world, but not OF IT

6. FAITH REJECTS A WORLD-BASED IDENTITY — Do you?
Sodom is all around us ... still LURING!
- Its wealth
- Its sexual perversions — just drive down the interstate & see the billboards
- Its boasting of what it has & does — like no time in history, people are carrying
debt loads because they so identify with their possessions and experiences
- Its lack of concern for the poor & needy
- Its haughty focus on self-image
- Its overfed population
FAITH IS IN THIS WORLD, BUT NOT OF IT!

7. What does that look like?
Let’s move now into chapter 14, picking it up at verse 11 — WHERE ABRAM
SHOWS US.



(i) At this point the city of Sodom and all its wealth & people have been just
been CONQUERED & CAPTURED.

Four kings from the Mesopotamian Valley to the east of the Jordan (present
day Iran — but without nuclear capabilities!) have united & come against Sodom,
Gomorrah & 3 other local cities.

Read chapter 14:11-16

... Let me pause there to make a few comments (but keep your Bibles open)

Il. FAITH RECEIVES WEALTH

1. There’s a great truth being illustrated right here.

Up on the hill, Abram made the CHOICE of faith — the way of trust,
deference, peace. Lot made the WORLDLY-CHOICE.

And now ... who ends up with Sodom’s wealth?

(i) ABRAM! - “To the victor belongs the spoils”
Sodom’s goods, Sodom’s food, Sodom’s people now belong to Abram —
cause he’s taken them from the 4 Kings!

A.*Seek ye first, ldaslamomkes,h gdd mabf bdd?s e
clothing, shelter—wi | | be addpmtde3sInt o youl!”

FAITH IS PROMISED THE WEALTH NECESSARY TO DO THE WILL OF GOD.
Let’s never forget that Peace Church.

2Cor.98-“ God is able to make all grac
atall times,havi ng al |l t hat you need, you wi/l
wi || be made rich iIin every way so th

2. How did ABRAM SEEK FIRST the kingdom?



He went after those 4 kings with his small, trained army FOR THE SAKE OF
LOT ... and the PROMISE God had given him & his family — “blessed to be a
bl essing”.
(i) Now you might wonder WHY he’d bother going after that lousy LOT.
Lot chose the plush Jordan Valley. He chose SODOM. He chose the life of the
world. He chose to build his identity there! (Now he’s got what’s coming to him)
- Not only that, he left me, Abram, with the barren hill country!

(ii) But verse 14 is significant. It says, “When Abram heard that his RELATIVE had
been t ak ehewant@gattiony e

- The Hebrew there is actually the word, BROTHER
A. Abram still saw Lot as a BROTHER in the promise that God had given to him and
his family. Physically, he was a nephew. Spiritually, he was a BROTHER in the
promise to become a great nation that would inherit the earth and bring God’s
blessing to it.

3. So Abram in faith goes, living out GALATIANS 6:1-“ Br ot her s, i
caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should RESTOREhimge nt | y .~

- But what if that brother just gave me the short end of the stick?

- What if that brother has just made a series of stupid decisions ... drawing

closer and closer into the society of godlessness?

... when Abram heard that his brother had been taken captive ... he went in pursuit
— acting in faith for God’s promised destiny!

4. His commitment to the promise brings him success in war and, paradoxically,
the world’s wealth!

It reminds me of the story of Jonathon Livingston Seagull. As a bird, he got
tired being one of those regular seagulls — scouring around looking for scraps to
eat (Navy Pier). He noted to himself that he had powerful wings, like all seagulls.
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He could fly. So he worked on flying instead of just scavenging about for food. He
got good. He could fly to heights no other seagulls could. He got strong.

He saw himself and his calling in a different way than the other gulls. They
were tied to the land; he became tied to the sky!

He soared according to a different destiny and PARADOXICALLY, by doing so
he became so capable in flight that he could swoop down into waters with a
velocity that gave him the BEST OF FISH to eat ... while the other gulls fought over
discarded McDonalds’ fries!

(i) Seek first to live in the promises of God for your life — to understand those
spiritual blessings in Jesus Christ, live them out, and become God’s blessing to the
world — and all those lesser things, like food / clothing / shelter, will be added to
you!
THAT’S GOD’S PROMISE GIVEN TO THOSE WHO LIVE BY FAITH — Abram
illustrates it!
Let’s read on: Read Gen. 14:17-15:1

lll. FAITH GIVES GOD GLORY FOR WEALTH

1. Returning from his victory, wealth in hand, Abram is met by 2 kings — the king of
Sodom and the king of Salem (Jerusalem) — the king of Peace.
These 2 kings have 2 very different perspectives about the wealth that
Abram possesses.
The king of Sodom meets him first, but it’s actually the king of Salem who
gets the first word in —and his perspective prevails!
(May it always prevail in our life.)

2. For this king of Salem is Melchizedek — whose name means, “King of
Righteousness”. He is a type of Christ ... a picture of Jesus.



(i) Heis a KING & PRIEST of the God Most High (v. 18) — from the city of Shalom
He comes with bread & wine — as Jesus does (table) — to strengthen the tired
warrior, Abram.

A. And he BLESSES Abram for his FAITH-TRIUMPH!
“Bl essed be Abr amlEWYGN-GondatMostoHiI Qbaa
- The better word is POSSESSOR of heaven & earth! (note —d) —that’s the
sense of the Hebrew.

(ii) Melchizedek’s perspective on wealth is that it belongs to God.
- Heis the POSSESSOR of heaven & earth — of bank accounts, skateboards
and patio furniture!
= That wealth is not Abram’s. It belongs to EL ELYON.

(iii) He goes on: And blessed be God Most High who delivered your enemies into
your hand.
- Even the victory is not yours, Abram.
= The success of your enterprise bringing you wealth is also God’s!!
- Your business, your daily work, your health & skills to accomplish that
career ... Be grateful to God Most High who gives you victory.
... Blessed be EL ELYON!

THAT’S MELCHIZEDEK — the King of Righteousness — that’s JESUS’ PERSPECTIVE ON
WEALTH & SUCCESS - no matter if you have a lot or a little!

3. How does FAITH RESPOND to that Word?
Faith believes it. And faith ACTS ON IT! Look what Abram does.
End of verse 20 — Then Abram gives Melchizedek a tenth of everything!
OF ALL THE BOOTY HE GETS, THIS PRIEST-KING GETS A TENTH! = a lot!



(i) Thisis the first time in the Bible that TITHING is taught as a faith-response to
God’s gifts to us.

- It will get taught many times later throughout Scripture. Here’s the SEED of
it all!

A. Tithing is born as a faith-response to God as the giver of victory & wealth

B. Tithing is a way of giving God glory for victory & wealth

C. Tithing —is giving the Lord your first cut, first fruits. It’s acknowledging
God as the POSSESSOR of heaven & earth.

When it comes to wealth, tithing is where faith starts.

- After that, we can do more. The tithe is step one.

(i) HOW DO WE DO WITH THAT?
In America as a whole —according to George Barna’s latest research — 5% of
adults tithe. = NOT GOOD

Among Christians who pray, read the Bible and attend a church
serviceo nceaweek T 12% é = better but 12 %?!

(i) If the tithe is wealth’s first faith response, are we more OF the world than IN
IT? FAITH COMMITS TO THE TITHE
- You may not be there right now, but be committed to get there ... don’t be
satisfied until you’re there ... set progressive goals until you’re there ... and
once you'll there, you're keep asking God, “How do | give You glory for
victory & wealth?” ... CAUSE THAT’S WHAT FAITH DOES!
But Melchizedek is not the only king to speak into Abram’s life (nor yours & mine),
the King of Sodom is right there too. Here’s what he says to Abram:
“Great job, Abram ... How to regain Sodom’s goods. Here’s a deal — you just
give me back my people ... you keep the goods for yourself.”
= This guy’s talking as if HE’S THE POSSESSOR of heaven & earth!
- As ifit’s HIS to make deals with!



IV. FAITH REFUSES TO IDENTIFY WITH WEALTH

1. But he’s TOO LATE. Abram’s already been counseled by the word of the King of
Peace!

- So Abram does not want anything to do with the King of Sodom’s
perspective! It’s a GOD-LESS perspective.

(i) He responds: I've raised my hand (= I've given my heart) to the God Most High
— EI ELYON — who is the Possessor of heaven & earth.

> “l won’t take A THING from you — not even a SHOESTRING — because you
think YOU are the possessor —and if | do, you’re going to think that you made me
rich!”

= THAT’S HERESY! ... So have your goods, except what my team has eaten
along the way. There may be a few colleagues who want some of it. Let them
choose if they want to unite in any way with your thinking. | WON'T!

3. Faith rejects human pride & identity in worldly goods.
The world measures people by their money. Faith rejects ANY association
with that kind of thinking.
= “Take your money, you wealth-worshipper —go!”

Steven Cole writes,

“Imagine Lot watching Abram’s decision. He had picked the best land for
himself and left Abram the barren land of Canaan. He went for the money and
ended up being taken captive and losing all he had. Abram had opted to trust
God, and now he is given the opportunity to have not only all of Lot’s possessions,
but all the possessions of the whole city of Sodom — a very wealthy city.

Can you imagine how shocked Lot would have been when the King of Sodom
offered them? But he must have been even more shocked when Abram refused
them! He probably thought old uncle Abram had slipped into senility.”



V. CONCLUSION

1. But Abram wasn’t senile. LOT WAS SENILE! ... Like a lot of us.

Abram was a man of faith.
And he had a TREASURE far greater than worldly goods.

(i) After he reject’s Sodom’s thinking, that TREASURE SHOWED UP!
God came to him in a vision:
“ABRAM, DON’T BE AFRAID.
| AM YOUR SHIELD. | AM YOUR VERY GREAT REWARD.”
= my promises, my purposes, my person in Jesus Christ

A. What a gift those times of spiritual anointing are — God ministering heart to
heart — His heart to Abram’s.

(ii) People of faith are IN the world. But we’re not OF the world.
Who we’re of is EL ELYON
We belong to the Possessor of heaven & earth
God says, “I| AM YOUR SHIELD ... | AM YOUR GREAT REWARD ... not wealth”

2. May his purposes, his promises, his presence be real to you today. AMEN!
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