NO GHOST STORY
Luke 24:36-49

Sermon for Peace Church
Apr. 19, 2009 — Mission Sunday

PURPOSE — Gain commitment to the body of Christ and the Holy Scriptures through which the
gospel story of the Risen Jesus is told.

MAIN IDEA — Jesus uses the reality of His Body and the witness of Scripture to convince His
followers of the reality of the gospel.

I. INTRODUCTION

Let’s open our Bibles to Luke 24:36 (p. 1644).

1. This morning’s sermon was actually begun LAST WEEK!
- But don’t worry! If you missed the initial “episode”, today’s will (hopefully) make
sense in itself.

(i) Last Sunday — RESURRECTION SUNDAY — preaching from John 20, | taught that the Living
Jesus makes Himself personally known today through MINISTRY RECEIVED & MISSION GIVEN
- Ministry —to our grief, fears & doubts
- Mission — to his brothers, the estranged, the yet-to-believe!

2. Today, through THIS Easter passage in Luke 24, | want to again focus on the MISSION of the
Church — which is to proclaim the good news of WHO JESUS IS — this world’s Lord & Savior!

3. Our passage begins on the evening of that first Easter Sunday:
Read Luke 24:36-39

4. EASTER’S COMMISSION —v. 46 — The Christ will suffer & rise from the dead on the third day,
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.



(i) Forgiveness is real — Christ is Risen.
Repentance counts — Christ is risen
Guilt is removed; healing comes; new life — Christ is risen
There is always HOPE for your life — Christ is Risen! ... (He is risen indeed)

A. A NEW DAY HAS COME. After Peter denied Jesus 3 times & wept in sorrow & repentance -
that dark, dark night — a rooster crowed, marking the beginning of a NEW DAY ... And when the
SON rose —the S.O.N. -, that NEW DAY ARRIVED.
Because the Christ suffered & died, through repentance, there is forgiveness of sin.
= you need never live in shame / despair / hopelessness ... NEVER!
You are never STUCK ... NEVER!
... Christ is Risen ... (He is Risen indeed)
= God is for us, who can be against us? CHRIST IS RISEN!

OUR COMMIISSION is to PREACH THIS GOOD NEWS TO ALL NATIONS!

5. But NOTICE here — it takes a little CONVINCING on Jesus’ part to his disciples.
- It’s almost as if this good news is too good to believe.

... and sometimes it’s that way with ourselves ... and with others we want to convince of this
good news.

(i) So how does Jesus go about CONVINCING His disciples?
Two things: HE SHOWS THEM HIS BODY & HE EXPLAINS THE SCRIPTURES

SO DO WE! So let’s jump into those 2 points.

Il. THE BODY OF CHRIST

1. Naturally when those disciples first saw Jesus that Easter evening — this is the locked-door
room of John 20 in which He suddenly appears — they thought He was a ghost / a mirage /
some hallucination.

(i) So He says, NO! —1I'm no ghost — Look at my hands & my feet — it is | MYSELF.
= The same body that was crucified is now risen! = A RESURRECTED body, but it is a body
never the less!!! ... Touch me and see!
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A. In fact, He adds, “Do you have anything to eat?” (Ghosts don’t eat —i.e. Scoobydoo /
Casper) ... Jesus eats a piece of broiled fish.

2. Now we don’t yet understand all the dynamics of this resurrected body. (One day we will -
cause of those of us IN CHRIST will receive such a nature.

But obviously this body has substance. It is material. It has physicality to it. It can be
touched; held. Jesus eats. ... YET this resurrected body could also suddenly appear —as Jesus
did here, through locked doors.

The body was HUMAN - such that Mary Magdalene thought he was Joe Gardener; those
on the road to Emmaus thought him a stranger who walked alongside them ... YET Scripture
states that those 3 people first-off were “kept from recognizing Him” ... UNTIL HE MADE
HIMSELF KNOWN.

(i) We aren’t able to describe precisely the NATURE of this resurrected physical body.

It had been TRANSFIGURED - like the caterpillar changes into a butterfly —
METAMORPHOSIS - (yet when you look closely at a butterfly, you see that its core is still that
same caterpillar — the markings are there, as with Jesus).

The resurrected body had capabilities to operate in dimensions yet unknown to us
(though mathematics has now determined that there are 10-14 dimensions to reality, not just
the 4 we’re familiar with — length, width, height & time).

A. Further, many theologians believe that Jesus’ resurrected body took on an additional glory
at His Ascension — entering His eternal heavenly state. So there was a unique two-stage
process to glorification, whereas Scripture states that, for the believer, upon Jesus’ return, the
resurrection of the body will be a one-stage event!

3. Aresurrected, glorified body - HOW | LOOK FORWARD TO THAT! (with my aches & pains!)

The analogy of Scripture is that of a SEED:
1 Cor. 15:42 — The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural
body, it is raised a spiritual body.

(“Spiritual body” does not mean that it is only spirit; no —it’s a BODY, glorified, in which
the Spirit has full reign IN & THROUGH the senses.)



So — we should expect to SMELL things in heaven IN THE FULLNESS of the Spirit — with
unhindered joy, love, truth! We’'ll smell the fragrance of fresh-baked bread in ways now only
HINTED at.

(i) “Sown in dishonor, raised in glory” - It reminds me of this TULIP bulb.
Ugly in the dirt ... then a death occurs ... and up shoots this glorious plant.
The resurrected body of Jesus is like the shoot — already full of life!
The glorified body like the plant in its full bloom!!

4. There are a couple of important THEOLOGICAL POINTS to be made about this resurrected
body that Jesus invites his people to TOUCH in order to convince them of the greatest good
news this world will ever hear!

(i) It's important that the resurrected body is the same body Jesus died in because it confirms
that He is indeed the unique human sacrifice for sin.

If he was just a ghost, if His actual body was still in decay somewhere else, He would not
be that God-ordained SACRIFICE for our sins — which the OT sacrificial system had anticipated.

A. The fact that He is BODILY-RISEN confirms that He is the LAMB OF GOD, slain for the sins of
the world!

- No bodily resurrection would leave mankind yet in need of such a Savior

- But Christ is Risen ... = the unique God-man sacrifice who atones for our sins.
B. Added to that, Glorified Humanity now intercedes at the right hand of God Almighty for His
people & kingdom on earth. Our Brother is in Heaven — the first-fruit of our hope. He made
the way for us!

5. The other theological point to be made about Jesus’ FOCUS ON HIS BODY concerns the
CALLING OF THE CHURCH.

The Church, the Bible teaches, is CHRIST’S BODY ON EARTH.

He is the Head, we are his Body!

(i) This passage is from a UNIQUE 40-DAY period in Jesus’ life, between His resurrection and
ascension —when he made various bodily appearances — in order to CONVINCE His people of
the REALITY OF THE GOSPEL — He is the Savior & Lord.



(ii) AFTER His ascension, His resurrected body that remains on earth is THE CHURCH!
- We are that Army of the Lord described in Ezekiel 37 — By nature, we are dead bones
— “dem dry bones” — but God puts us together, fills us with His Spirit and we are His
resurrected body on earth, of which Jesus is the Head.
A. = His Resurrected Body FOR THE SAME PURPOSE as His body serves in this passage — TO
CONVINCE THE WORLD OF THE GOSPEL
= that a new day has begun through repentance & forgiveness of sins IN HIS NAME!

6. HOW DO WE DO THIS? In just the same way that Jesus did in our passage.

(i) V. 39— “Look at my hands & feet” —those are signs of sacrificial love — bearing the marks of
suffering.

- We convince others of the reality of the gospel with love extraordinary!

EXAMPLES — caring for marginalized, unborn, widow ... even with sacrificial cost!

(i) “Touch me & see” — get to know me
- Our CAYA ministries find full meaning in this!
- That’s what they’re about — inviting others to come to know of the Living Jesus by
touching us, knowing us.

(iii) “Do you have anything to eat?” - Table fellowship — Breaking Bread in Jesus’ name
- That’s why we’re embarking on CAYA ministries — we want to invite others to belong
to Him through the means of our FAMILY TABLES — here (communion); in the
Fellowship Hall; and in our homes!!

YES, in its immediate meaning this passage is about Jesus’ own resurrected body ... but in its
FULLEST MEANING, it is about WHO THE CHURCH IS — his body on earth who invites others to
know & touch & eat in order to be convinced of the REALITY of the GOOD NEWS — Jesus is
Savior & Lord!

lll. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES

The other means whereby Jesus convinces His followers that He is Savior & Lord is the HOLY
SCRIPTURES.



Verse 44 — He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then
he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.

In those 40 days between his resurrection & ascension, this was ONGOING MINISTRY of Jesus
— to teach His people to understand how He fulfilled the Scripture.
You see that with the 2 disciples on the Road to Emmaus, and elsewhere.

So | need you to open your Bibles once again — to give you a taste of what this would have
been like.

1. Turnto PSALM 34 (p. 871).
(It could have been one of any of the Psalms Jesus used to open His follower’s
understanding.)
- It’s a psalm originally written by David when he experienced a great deliverance:
| will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will continually be on my lips.
My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear & rejoice ...
... | sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears! ... on it goes...
LOOK DOWN TO V. 19
A righteous man may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all;
He protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken.

(i) WHO is this psalm about?
Sure — David —in its immediate context
But ... CENTRALLY ... it's about JESUS!
= the One who experienced THE deliverance of all human history!
= the Righteous One who HAD many troubles, THE AFFLICTED One!
But He was DELIVERED! ... And, in fact, not one of his bones was broken (John. 19:36)
A. This is Jesus’ psalm — He fulfilled it
Like all stories of deliverance — Joseph from the pit, Daniel from the lion’s den, David
from Goliath’s valley, Israel from Egypt, from Exile; on & on — they witness to the fact that the
Christ would suffer & rise in 3 days (like Jonah from the belly of the whale!)

2. Now turn to ZECHARIAH 3 (p. 1474)



We could turn to most any page in the Old Covenant and begin to understand how it
witnesses to the life, suffering, death & resurrection of Jesus the Christ. This happened to be
a passage | read in personal devotions this week.

(i) The prophet Zechariah ministered to God’s people after their return from exile, around 500
B.C. —when Jerusalem & the Temple were being rebuilt.

Zechariah was given visions for the spiritual renewal of God’s people. Here he’s given a
vision of Joshua - the name of the high priest that day - standing before the angel of the Lord,
and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him ...

Verse 2 — The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord, who has
chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?”

(= DELIVERANCE)
A. Now imagine the resurrected Jesus going over this passage on a Galilean hillside with his
followers in those 40 days — “Joshua the high priest snatched from the fire” — who else would
that CENTRALLY be except for The Great High Priest —Jesus — snatched from the fires of death.

(i) Read vv. 3-4a — What are those clothes? = the filth of God’s people.

Jesus WORE the sins of God’s people.
(iii) Read v. 4b - Jesus conquered sin.
(iv) Read vv. 5-7 - Can you see how these words are CENTRALLY about Jesus?

HE IS JOSHUA! HE GOVERNS GOD’S HOUSE!
Yes, the Scriptures have immediate and sometimes ultimate fulfillments we still await ... but its
CENTRAL FULFILLMENT is the story of the Christ “who would suffer and rise from the dead on
the third day, and that repentance & forgiveness of sins would be preached in his name to all
nations.”

3. HERE’S THE POINT:

These Scriptures are CONVINCING REALITY that Jesus is the CHRIST — the long-awaited
Messiah - the Savior & Lord of the world!

As you understand them in Jesus, over & over, you see how he fulfilled them and you
gain CERTAINTY that Jesus truly is the Christ.

Along with His Body, the ancient HOLY SCRIPTURES are the convincing reality of the good news
that Jesus is the One who brings forgiveness of sins & new life!



4. WHAT DOES THAT IMPLY?

(i) We WANT PEOPLE to read the Scriptures all over the world!
We want to get behind THE BIBLE LEAGUE (insert) and its endeavor to put Scripture into
the hands of people — so that the Word can be read.
A. Jesus is still in the business of opening minds to understand the gospel through the
reading of Scripture!
These Scriptures are CENTRAL to the CONVICTION of GOSPEL REALITY!
(Roger may say morel!)

(i) The other implication is that WE want to read the Bible!

It shows us Jesus. It REFRESHES us in Jesus. It trains us IN JESUS!
A. Beginning in September, we will embark on a ONE-YEAR Bible reading program —in
conjunction with our weekly Wednesday evening service.

= One chapter a day — 365 key chapters of the Bible — from Genesis to Revelation

= the same Bible reading program that was used for South Holland’s “One Book / One
Body” — which some of you participated in 5 years ago (the Bible League developed that
program, working with SHMA) — and I'll teach each Wednesday evening from one of the
chapters read that particular week.

ONE BOOK / ONE BODY = that’s who we are!

IV. CONCLUSION

1. And “One Book” & “One Body” is what Jesus uses to convince the world of His gospel.

- We want you to COMMIT to that ONE BODY (through our CAYA MINISTRIES)
And that ONE BOOK — for the sake of our mission to the world.
Through those means we are WITNESSES of the Living Jesus!

The good news of forgiveness & a new kingdom life did begin in Jerusalem ... and it is going
around the world - and we are the agents of the gospel in our South Suburbs today!

DON’T STAND ON THE SIDELINES ... MAKE THOSE 2 COMMITMENTS
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2. | titled this message, “NO GHOST STORY” — cause | wanted to emphasize that our mission is
carried out through very TANGIBLE MEANS: Christ’s Real Body & His Written Word.

(i) Later, however, | had second thoughts about that title — because this is a GHOST story.
... A HOLY GHOST STORY!

A. Our passage ends with Jesus’ promise to His followers that they would be CLOTHED WITH
POWER FROM ON HIGH. That power is the Holy Spirit.

Surely the mission He gave them must have seemed overwhelming at that time —as it
may seem at times to us.
But we’re not alone: The Holy Ghost HAS COME
He UNITES the body with our Head, the Living Jesus
He lives among us as we invite others to “see, touch, eat with us”.
He BREATHES life from these pages of Scripture, drawing others to Jesus.

ONE BOOK / ONE BODY / ONE SAVIOR & ONE LORD / ONE MISSION

Jesus is Risen ... He is Risen Indeed! AMEN!



