“DOES SCIENCE CONTRADICT THE BIBLE?”
Psalm 19

Sermon for Peace Church
February 15, 2009

PURPOSE — To teach the harmony of Scripture & science, remaining humble before both
sources of revelation, leading to lives of humility and praise of God.

MAIN IDEA - In humility, we should embrace both sources of divine revelation, nature &
Scripture, in order to live to the glory of God!

. INTRODUCTION

Let’s open our Bibles to Psalm 19.

1. Jesus called His followers to love God with all their heart, soul, strength & MIND!

That LAST dimension of loving God — with your MIND —has been called forth on Sunday
morning messages for the past month & a half ... ... because my messages have been dealing
with the question WHY we believe the things we do as Christians!

(i) The Bible calls us not only to know WHAT we believe, but also WHY we believe what we
believe: “Always be prepared to give an answer to those who ask you the reason for the hope
that is in you” — | Peter 3:15.

To know WHY is important when our faith is to be taken beyond our own holy huddles,
into the world.

Why do we believe God exists?

Why do we believe the Bible is God’s unique, inspired & authoritative Word?
Why do we believe Jesus is the only way to God?

Why do we believe in miracles?

A. | hope this series has not only given you some answers for those types of questions, but
also CONFIDENCE & JOY in your faith!

Thank you for your attention to it. (In Lent, we'll shift gears to sermons focused on
loving God with our physical strength.)



2. But we have 2 questions remaining in this series. Next week: “Is Hell Real?” ... Today:
“DOES SCIENCE CONTRADICT THE BIBLE?”

| learned this week that last Thursday, Feb. 12 was not only the 200™ anniversary of the
birth of former president Abraham Lincoln, it was also the 200" anniversary of the birth of
Charles Darwin (same birth dates!).

150 years ago this year, Darwin published his book, “On the Origins of the Species”,
setting forth his theory of evolution. Since then, numerous branches of science have worked
quite closely with that theory — How does it line up with Scripture?

Is it contrary to Scripture? Or did God use evolution to create species?

A. That question is featured in an article in this month’s “The Banner” magazine (show).

3. Questions of science come at us all the time in our modern world. Science has been an
incredible blessing to our ways & standards of life.
But science & Scripture have not always had a very comfortable relationship.

So let’s explore that relationship this morning, and begin by reading this PSALM that puts
these two fields of knowledge side-by-side:

Read Psalm 19

II. AFFIRMATIONS — Of Science & Scripture

1. DOES SCIENCE CONTRADICT SCRIPTURE?
This psalm gives us the place to begin, answering: NO! ... [t CANNOT — because both
NATURE (which science studies) and Scripture are revelations of God.

Verse 1 — The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Verse 7 — The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.

BOTH Nature & Scripture reveal God.
= The One God; the Only God — YAHWEH — ... “who cannot lie” (Heb. 6:8)
He does not say one thing about Himself through Nature; and another through Scripture.

2. The Belgic Confession — a doctrinal teaching book in our Reformed tradition — states:
“We know God by 2 means: (Article 2) — First, by the creation, preservation, and
government of the universe, since that universe is before our eyes like a beautiful book in which



all creatures, great and small, are as letters to make us ponder the invisible things of God: his
eternal power & divinity - Romans 1:20. All these things are enough to convict men and to
leave them without excuse.

Second, God makes himself known to us more openly by his holy and divine Word, as
much as we need in this life, for his glory and for the salvation of his own.”

(Verse 8 — “The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes”)

(i) In 1972 the Synod of the CRC affirmed: In BOTH creation & Scripture God addresses us with
full authority.

Then added: The conflicts that sometimes arise are due to discrepancies in our
responses to these two modes of revelation. (In other words, our INTERPRETATION of the
information we receive from these sources.) ... Therefore as Reformed Christians we must take
both revelations seriously ... for ultimately they cannot contradict because they reveal the
same God — “Our Rock ... and our Redeemer” (v. 14).

3. This AFFIRMATION of the relationship between science & Scripture is confirmed by the
testimony of church history. Numerous fields of science have been founded by Christians:
Chemistry — Robert Boyle; Astronomy — Johannes Kepler; Calculus / Physics — Sir Isaac
Newton; Electromagnetics — Michael Faraday ... the list goes on (read one over 30 fields long!)
Alfred Whitehead — mathematician & philosopher — states, “Christianity is the mother of
science because of the medieval insistence on the rationality of God.”
- Science is “thinking God’s thoughts after Him”.

4. So BOTH FIELDS are united in the One God and ultimately cannot / will not contradict.

That conviction leads us on in STUDYING both books of revelation ... UNDERSTANDING
both sources of knowledge ... and in EXPECTING both “books” to eventually AFFIRM one
another.

For example:
(i) Itis becoming increasingly clear from various fields of science that there is a beginning to
creation — especially astronomy recognizes that there was an EXPLOSION to begin things.
That’s what Scripture has always taught: IN THE BEGINNING, GOD spoke — “bang” & CREATED
the heavens & the earth. — Gen. 1:1

(ii) Science is affirming that earth was at one time covered in water — Gen. 1:2 — “the
Spirit hovered over the waters covering the earth”.



(iii) Science affirms that there are, to this point, unexplained “supernatural” (DIVINE)
interventions in the process of creation that begins life:
- The JUMP from the organic from the inorganic
- The jump that begins SPECIES
- that begins human self-consciousness & civilization.
These are developments beyond any natural process — to the degree that we now
understand nature.
They are INTERVENTIONS that correspond to the DAYS of creation in Genesis 1.

A. Now it may be that one day these divine interventions are more fully explained by science.
There may be quantum mechanics involved in these miraculous jumps — science grows &
develops — but we would expect that these explanations correspond to the revelation of
Scripture because there is ONE GOD who has revealed Himself in BOTH BOOKS.

Nature & Scripture AFFIRM each other — it is our only our limitations of understanding or
interpretation that cause conflict.

lll. LIMITATIONS — Of Scripture & Science

That said, it is also important to recognize the PRIMARY PURPOSES of Scripture & Science.
- The Scriptures are NOT written to A SCIENCE TEXT-BOOK — as we now have them in
our scientific age.. That’s not their PRIMARY PURPOSE.

1. For example, in our PSALM, look at verse 6.

Describing the SUN — that “bridegroom / champion coming forth from his pavilion” - ...
“It RISES at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other.”

(i) Now that is not a scientific explanation of the movement of the sun. We know today
that the earth rotates around the sun.

A. So it’'s OVERUSING THE BIBLE to try to find scientific explanations for sun movement.
That’s not its primary purpose.
- This is poetry. This is experiential / “phenomenological” language.
(ii) The primary purpose of this description of the sun is to explain WHY it goes from horizon
to horizon (not how).
It travels across the sky to DECLARE GOD’S GLORY (as | pray you do in each of your risings!)



2. Likewise, SCIENCE has its primary purpose. Science today can tell us HOW we experience
the sun rising — that it’s actually US going around the sun — but not WHY.
Why does the sun rise? Science > “l don’t know. It just does! | can only tell you HOW!”

(i) Science can’t answer questions about purpose & meaning.

Science can’t tell us how we OUGHT to live.

Science give us no directions, imperatives, limits, responsibilities, authority, meaning.
That’s not its PRIMARY PURPOSE. IT'S ABOUT THE HOW.

3. The primary purpose of the Bible, however, is to tell us WHO we are as human beings, WHY
we are, Where we come from

- How life is supposed to work; what our limits are, our responsibilities,

- Who God is; how to get right with Him

- It’s all about the ORIGINS & MEANING & DESTINY of life!

4. And it’s for that reason that we always need to hold the nature-related statements of
Scripture humbly.

l.e. — You’'re probably all familiar with the case of the Church vs. the scientist, Galileo. In
the early 1600’s, the scientist, GALILEO, went public with the studies of COPERNICUS who had
taught that earth & planets rotate around the sun; not the sun around the earth!

HERESY! — proclaimed the Church, as it arrested Galileo and forced him to recant.
> “It’s clear in Scripture — Ps. 93:1 — The WORLD is firmly established, it cannot be moved.
Ecclesiastes 1:5 — “The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises.” ... This is a
GEO(EARTH)-CENTRIC universe.

A. Well, now we know otherwise. It’s helio(sun)-centric. In 1992 Pope John Paul
expressed regret for how the Galileo affair was handled and officially conceded that the earth
is not stationary.

SCRIPTURE was being OVER-USED scientifically.

IV. INTERSECTIONS — Of Scripture & Science

1. In more recent times (past 50 years), the most public issue between Science and Scripture
has been the AGE OF THE UNIVERSE & EARTH.



More & more fields of science are not only concluding that the universe had a
beginning, but that it was somewhere between 13 & 17 billion years ago; and earth itself is 3-4
billion years old.

(l.e. —those images of distant galaxies are from light that has travelled 5, 10 billion years)

(i) “But that can’t be!”, say some Christians. “The earth is only 6-10 thousand years old ...
that’s what the Bible teaches — just add up those genealogies ... In 6 days (24 hr. periods), God
created the heavens & earth ... So God must have made those galaxies with the APPEARANCE
of age.”
- But what kind of God would do that — make things appear older than they are?
That’s not really our God — our God is always trying to get us to FACE REALITY!

(ii) On this particular issue, it’s important to recognize that the Hebrew word “DAY”, does not
necessarily refer to 24 hours. In Scripture, it can also refer to AGES of time.

l.e. — “The DAY of the Lord is coming.” (=the age of judgment)
A. The Genesis 1 account itself teaches that, since the completion of God’s work of creation,
we are now in the 7™ “day” (age) — Heb. 4:4-5 - a time of rest for God (Heb. 4:4-5). The 7" Day
was certainly not 24 hours according to the Bible. We’re in it now!

(iii) On this issue, to hold that the earth is older than 6-10,000 years old does not contradict
the teaching of the Bible. Scripturally, it is possible. Since the early church fathers — Justin
Martyr, Origen, through Augustine and on - many have understood the Bible that way.

2. Asecond issue in our day relates to EVOLUTION.

This is the focus of The Banner article —and I'd commend it to you, at least to
understand the issues. (You may not be directly into this stuff — but your grandchildren, nieces
& nephews certainly are!)

... Does evolution contradict Scripture?

(i) It certainly does if by it one means EVOLUTIONISM —that’s a theory that believes all that IS
is matter and its processes. It states that there is no force beyond nature.

WRONG! — “The heaven’s declare the glory of God!” He is the creator. Creation is
about INTELLIGENT DESIGN, not random mutation.



(ii) Within this question of evolution, we must also distinguish between what is called MICRO
& MACRO EVOLUTION.
A. Micro-evolution refers to how creation ADAPTS to its environment — thicker fur,
longer necks, darker skin.
= No problem! It’s part of our interaction with this world.

B. Macro-evolution refers to the introduction of NEW SPECIES in creation.

How did that occur? Ants / plants / apes / humans — biologically, is there common
ancestry? Did all the species simply evolve unsupervised by laws of nature (as we know them)
over time? Is that the way God created?

SCRIPTURALLY we say, “NO!” — for Genesis teaches that God INTERVENED in the
process. That’s the significance of the movements in the days of creation.

We don’t know HOW God intervened. He may have used existing genetic material. But
if He did, He took it & FORMED it in new, unique & special ways — to create new species.

- This is what the fossil records indicate — EXPLOSIONS in species, not gradual
evolution. Darwin’s FOSSIL RECORD gaps are still largely GAPS —in some places
WIDER than ever! They indicate that there were DRAMATIC INTERVENTIONS in the
work of creation, as Genesis 1 teaches — not uniform process.

Now what science may one day discover some laws of nature which JUMP creation along in
those DRAMATIC WAYS.

That IS where science is headed — quantum mechanics & all. New “Laws of Nature” are
being formulated that supersede our present “laws of nature”, just as Einstein superseded
Newton. These new laws which might help explain MACRO-CREATION. That’s the work of
science!

But all science really does it get a better handle on HOW God has created ... grabbing a
bit more of the INTELLIGENCE in the intelligent design!”

- That’s what science does. Science is “thinking God’s thoughts after Him”. God uses

“Laws”. They’re in “Nature”. We’'re learning more of them all the time. But we only
know a few of them.

So in this way we again say that science & Scripture do not contradict. Science, including
processes of creation — micro or macro — will uphold the witness of Scripture — as it develops
to better understand God’s ways among us.



3. There’s a third issue in our day that | need to briefly raise before | conclude.

That is the HISTORICITY OF ADAM.
(i) Inthe Science vs. Scripture discussion, there are people — even Christians — now saying that
the early chapters of Genesis (1-11) are only STORIES that God has used to convey His truth
about the beginnings of life.

- They are not historical. They are mythology — some of which were drawn from
surrounding cultures and reworked to become God'’s inspired Word.

(i) Thisis a wrong & dangerous path to go on. For if we allow this section of Scripture to
become adapted myth, what’s to prevent the same being done to other sections — including
the Virgin Birth & resurrection of Jesus.
- There too are tales in other cultures about virgins giving birth; men rising from death.
So were those Bible teachings just adapted?

A. The historicity of Adam is ESSENTIAL to uphold CORE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE:
- The Fall from God into sin & the need for our historical divine Savior, Jesus Christ.

(iii) Now | anticipate science to yet help us understand many things about the Adam in history.
That’s going to be exciting to find out.

It may even be that HOMINIDS — not humans - HOMINIDS (like the Nethandral man),
existing before Adam, have some genetic link to him.

But Adam is undoubtedly the Father of all human beings by a special intervention of
God - because from him we’ve inherited our fallen, sin-stained, human nature — for which
Jesus came and from which He saved us through His HISTORICAL DEATH & RESURRRECTION.

The REALITY of Adam is the reality of our sin ... and our Savior

And if science begins to tell us otherwise, then we need to respond — “Keep working science.
You got a ways to go.”

V. CONCLUSION

Well, how do | conclude such a broad sermon?

(In my 20 years of preaching I've never put more thought into any one sermon!)
And it may be that I’ve raised as many questions as given answers!

... that’s OK — that’s life — thinking / learning / growing



We don’t want to bury our heads in the sand, hiding from the wonderful discoveries &
guestions of science because “This Is My Father’s World!” —so | encourage you to read &
think!

1. Let me finish where our Psalm does:

Having rejoiced in the all knowledge of God available through NATURE & THE LAW,
David ends his Psalm INTROSPECTIVELY & HUMBLY:

Nature reveals the GLORY of God; the Law reveals His HOLINESS ... So David prays:

Verse 12 — Who can discern his errors? (= “God, you know me way better than | do myself!)

Forgive my HIDDEN faults ... Keep your servant also from WILLFUL SINS
- He’s concerned about HOLINESS OF LIFE.
= Forgiveness of unknown sins
= Protection from those known ... “Lead me not into temptation”

(i) KNOWLEDGE through science & Scripture will keep increasing. It’s intriguing / amazing /
interesting ...
- But let it never divert us first from living lives of PASSIONATE PURITY before God.

2. May the words of my mouth (& yours) and the meditations of my heart
Be pleasing in your sight,

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.

AMEN!



