
NAMING THE CHILD – Prince of Peace 

Isaiah 9:1-7 

 

Sermon for Peace Church 

December 21, 2008 

 

PURPOSE – To allow the Prince of Peace to first disturb the peace of people – so that He might 

make peace in their life. 

 

MAIN IDEA  - Jesus brings peace into our life & world after we recognize the way God says it 

should be. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.   Let’s open our Bibles to Isaiah 9 (p. 1072), as we continue our Advent Series:  “Naming the 

Child”…  Thus far 

- In FAITH, because He has come 

- In HOPE, because He’s coming again 

We’ve named Isaiah’s Messianic Child our Wonderful Counselor, our Mighty God, our 

Everlasting Father. 

 Today we name Him our Prince of Peace. 

 

        Read Isaiah 9:1-7 

 

2.   The prophesied Messiah, who will bring God’s government on earth, is the Prince of Peace. 

  In Hebrew = “SAR SHALOM”  

= Sar – Ruler / Governer / Prince / (“sar-ah” = “princess”) 

SAR of SHALOM = WHOLENESS / God’s well-being   

Shalom is not only about personal peace of mind, but wholeness in all of society & creation:  

  Prosperity – among the famished in Ethiopia 

  Safety – on the streets of Roseland  

  Unity – among ethnicities in our suburbs 

  Health – in AIDS-ravaged Africa 

SHALOM  is a huge, comprehensive Biblical term. 

 “Peace” is our translation, but we must understand it in both this personal and holistic 

sense. 
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II. JESUS THE PEACE-DISTURBER 

 

THE MESSIANICE CHILD IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 

As Christians, we declare that this is JESUS.  He is the Prince of Peace.  BUT IS HE? 

 

1.  I wonder how many of the Pharisees in Jesus day would answer that? 

  … when He called them “white-washed” tombs – because of their superficial views of 

God and religion? 

- They who sought to look good on the outside, but were dead inside (no  

passion, vision … no joy, love, godly spiritual vitality).  Jesus denounced them publicly. 

   “Prince of Peace”, they’d doubt? -“That guy’s the Prince of Disruption!” – let’s get rid of Him! 

 

2.  I wonder too what the Rich Young Ruler might think of today’s title? 

 When he met Jesus, his materialistic view of worth was rattled to the bone. 

“If you want to be perfect, Jesus said to him, “sell your possessions and give to the poor and 

follow me ...  For … It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 

to enter the kingdom of God.” 

  (I don’t think that came across as too peaceful a message.) That young man turned 

away from the Lord.  Material wealth WAS his measure of worth and he wouldn’t denounce it.   

 For Him Jesus was no Prince of Peace, he too was a Prince of DISTURBANCE! 

 

3.  Jesus disturbed the Samaritan woman at the well when He called her out on loose-living. 

 You’ve had 5 husbands and the man you’re now living with is not even your husband. 

That would too not have been “peaceful” to hear! 

 Yes, she later discovered Jesus’ peace – but first she met his ministry of DISRUPTION! 

 

4.  When Paul first met Him on the Damascus Road, Jesus knocked him off his high horse of 

PRIDE!  …   Prince of Peace? 

 

5.  Then think about those money-changers at the Temple. 

 They had religion & church down pat.  Their programs ran well … well organized.  They 

put the animals & goods out to be bought for sacrifice.  The people participated in their 

programs.   Everything went well … UNTIL …  JESUS WALKED IN!  … to turn their tables and 

worlds upside-down! 

  > Wake up!  This house shall be a place of prayer … you’re not seriously reckoning with God! 
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5.  Hear these words of Jesus from Matthew 10.  They stand juxtaposed to the title we name 

the Messiah today: 

 Think not that I have come to bring peace to earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a 

SWORD.  For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother … 

Anyone who loves his father or mother, son or daughter (= family stability) more than me is not 

worthy of me.  Anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

  …     Prince of Peace?  Who is this Messiah? 

 

III. NEEDING JESUS’ PEACE 

 

1.  I start on this note today to help us DEFINE the TYPE of peace that the Messiah brings us: 

 It is peace that comes AFTER God-given disturbance 

  - Disruption that helps us begin to see reality from God’s perspective 

  - Disturbance that breaks up even FALSE VIEWS OF PEACE! 

 

(i) These words of Isaiah 9 were written about 700 B.C., after the northern nation of 

Israel had been decimated by the Assyrians (722 B.C.).   

Like Jesus disturbing pride, lust, hypocrisy, materialism, dead religion, God had sent that 

judgment upon Israel – to help wake them up and see who they were! 

  They first entered darkness that they might receive the light. 

 

A.  Isaiah’s words were written to the nation of Judah in the south.  They too were under the 

Assyrian threat.   Eventually they would also be destroyed – in 586 B.C., by the Babylonians.    

But prior to that, MOST of their prophets were saying, “Peace, Peace – when there was not 

peace coming from God.” 

  

2.  It was false peace that they proclaimed, the kind that the world gives us … or sometimes 

even our own religious subcultures – A peace that comes from AVOIDING reality, as God wants 

us to see it! 

 KARL MARX – the Father of Communism – is famous for calling religion the “opiate” of 

the people.  = a drug that PREVENTS people from confronting reality. 

- Though he was an atheist, there’s much food for thought in that critique! 

 

(i) Too readily we think of the peace of Jesus in a SACCHRINE, OPIUM kind of way. 

= His peace makes my life COMFORTABLE  /  EASY! 
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  = It helps me AVOID pain, rather than GRIEVE it; to move AWAY from pain rather than 

confront it. 

ü “What a great God!  His peace shows me the ways to move AWAY from looking at 

the problems of the world and my SELF. 

His peace helps me put BLINDERS on – to myself, my society, my self.  … “Everything’s fine!” 

 

3.  That’s why Jesus is called BOTH God’s SWORD & PEACE in Scripture. 

He DISTURBS “peace” as much as brings peace.  He disturbs peace SO THAT we can better 

look at reality through God’s eyes … and THEN find God’s peace. 

As it’s put, “He came to comfort the disturbed & disturb the comfortable.” 

But comfort only has meaning, after we’re disturbed by God.   

 

IV. HOW JESUS BRINGS PEACE  

 

So now let me describe 6 PLACES Jesus brings peace to those who know HOLY DISRUPTION.  

These are ways that the Messianic child HAS BROUGHT & WILL BRING PEACE! 

 

1.   First, PEACE in our MORAL LIFE – That’s where all shalom starts, because our moral life is 

the presence of the Holy God upon us. 

 

(i)   We have within ourselves a CONSCIENCE – telling us who we SHOULD BE.  That conscience 

(Rom. 1) is a gift of our Maker.  Though seared by humanity’s fall into sin, it yet convicts us. 

 We are not who we should be or could be – we know that, everyone whose honest with 

himself. 

A.  On top of that God has more explicitly revealed His will in His laws through Moses. 

 - Those laws are disturbing!  They are meant to be.  They bring us into judgment: 

   They leave us FORMALLY GUILTY & CHARGED before God, falling short of God’s standards … 

= we are LAW-BREAKERS, who therefore incur the punishment for sin – ETERNAL DEATH. 

 

(ii)  If you are disturbed in your moral life today, wrestling with guilt & shame, here’s what I 

want you to know: 

God so loved the world that He sent his only begotten Son – a righteous man – to suffer 

and die that eternal death – so that all who believe, with repentance, in that meaning to his 

life & death, might not perish, but have everlasting life. 
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 ISAIAH 53 – He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us PEACE was upon Him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

 ROMANS 5:1 – Therefore being justified through FAITH, we have PEACE with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 

which we now stand!. 

ROMANS 8:1 – Therefore there is now NO CONDEMNATION for those who are in Christ 

Jesus – because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin  

& death! 

A.  This Messianic child is the Prince of Peace because HE ALONE has settled 

accounts between the Holy God and fallen man! 

He is the peace-MAKER, healing our PRIMARY estrangement from God. 

This is the gospel message that comes AFTER the disturbing work of God’s Law. 

 

Do you know this peace?  It comes by naming the child your Prince of Peace. 

 

2.    Second, the Messiah brings us PEACE WITHIN the SELF – our SOUL. 

 

(i) Duke University once did a study on “peace of mind”.  Here are 5 factors they found to 

contribute greatly to emotional & mental stability.  (If you know the Prince of Peace, you’ll see 

in them reasons why He brings peace to the self): 

 

A.  The absence of suspicion and resentment.  Nursing a grudge is a major factor in 

unhappiness. 

B.  Not living in the past.  An unwholesome preoccupation with old mistakes & failures leads to 

depression. 

C.  Force yourself to stay involved with the living world.  Resist the temptation to withdraw 

and become reclusive during periods of emotional stress.  Cultivate virtues of love, humor, 

compassion & loyalty. 

D.  Refuse to indulge in self-pity when life hands you a raw deal.  Accept the fact that nobody 

gets through life without some sorrow & misfortune. 

E.  Find something bigger than yourself to believe in.  Self-centered egotistical people score 

lowest in any test measuring peace of mind. 

 

(ii)  These statements - from a secular source - all point to peace that God’s Messiah gives! 
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 -  Because we have forgiveness from God, we can move beyond our shame. 

 - Because in the Messiah our Maker has made peace with us who offended Him, we will 

not hold grudges against others. 

 - Because we know that sin & sorrow are part of life, we can rise above self-pity 

   … and hear The Messiah call us to love & loyalty 

 

For those DISTURBED in your SELF – wrestling with shame, self-pity, self-preoccupation – name 

the child your Prince of Peace – because He leads us OUT OF the TOXICITY of the self. 

 

3.  Third, the Messiah brings us peace WITHIN OUR TRIALS. 

  This is peace for those CIRCUMSTANTIALLY DISTURBED. 

 Be anxious for nothing – Phil. 4 – but in everything,  by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

(i)  This is the peace of knowing that God’s in charge of my life. 

 - It doesn’t mean that discouragement and difficulties VANISH.  It just means that we 

have PEACE that GUARDS us in the midst of those trials – cause we’ve put them in God’s care. 

 & We have RIGHTS to do this because the Messiah is our access & confidence before the 

Almighty. 

 

(ii)  This guarding peace applies to all trials, including the ultimate personal trial – DEATH 

ITSELF!  (One that each of us will face!) 

 Death brings a HOST OF DISTURBING QUESTIONS (good questions … holy questions): 

- Is this the end?  Is there really another life? 

- Is there meaning to existence?  Has my life mattered? 

“Let not your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my Father’s house are many 

mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.”  

(Jn. 14) 

 The Messiah conquered death in his resurrection.  So when we’ve put our life in Him 

and begun to experience His faithfulness, we can receive those words.  Death has lost its sting! 

 

For those walking through the valley of the shadow of death, name the child your Prince of 

Peace over ALL circumstance life brings. 
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4.  Fourth, this Child brings peace to those DISTURBED RELATIONALLY. 

 In this broken world we hurt others and ARE HURT by others. 

When that happens, do we distance ourselves?  Hold grudges?  Take revenge? 

WILL HURT PERPETUATE HURT?  (that is the relational question of the ages) 

 

All of us - at various times, to various degrees of depth - face this CYCLE of destruction. 

It’s a cycle that the Messianic Child came to break! 

 

He is the Prince of Peace because He empowers and trains us in handling hurt. 

 = knowing how to forgive, asking forgiveness 

 = knowing how to restore & rebuild relationship 

 = knowing how to break free from the bondage of hurt.  (He is the Prince of Peace!) 

Through Him we WANT to do those things – because we live for God’s glory – and that’s WHO 

GOD IS! 

 

(i)   In this peace, the church finds its IDENTITY.  We are the community of those who live in 

RECONCILING PEACE! 

It means we learn to build relationships – deep, meaningful relationships of belonging to 

each other.  And WHEN hurts occur, we don’t avoid each other, but talk repent, forgive, 

rebuild. 

 

(i) When the church lives in this peace among itself & into the world, we become a SIGN 

of the Kingdom of God on earth.  We become the salt of the earth. 

 

5.  … which brings us to a 5th & 6th SPHERE of peace – SOCIAL PEACE / GLOBAL SHALOM 

 

(i)  There is much to be disturbed socially about: 

DIVIDES – economic, racial, generational … Will they ever be overcome? … or do we just follow 

the world’s approach to peace and live in age-segregated churches & racially-segregated 

suburbs (= OPIUM PEACE)? 

 

(ii) There is much to be disturbed about GLOBALLY: 

= poverty, disease, illiteracy, hunger, oppression of women, corrupt governments, corrupt air 

& water, biodiversity loss, endangered species. 

- Will this ever end?  … IT’S DISTURBING! 
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A.    Again, let’s not bury our head in the sand.  Let’s not segregate north & south, rich & poor.  

(That’s OPIATE PEACE). 

  WHY?  Because this child is the PRINCE OF SHALOM 

…  “and of the increase of his government & peace THERE WILL BE NO END … 

- His reign has begun (His resurrection was His CORONATION)  – and it will 

continue to grow – 

… He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding I 

with justice and righteousness from that time forth … and FOREVER! 

 The ZEAL of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

(iii)   Our hopes for SOCIAL & GLOBAL Shalom are in that text. 

 Of this Child, Isaiah writes (ch. 2) 

 “He judges between the nations & settles disputes for many peoples (His Spirit living in 

His body is doing that today) … He beats swords into plowshare and spears into pruning hooks  

(machinery of war is turns into implements for agricultural prosperity ) … 

 Chapter  11 – The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard with the goat, the calf & lion 

together … and a little child will lead them –  

 = Images of shalom in ALL CREATION, led by a government of meekness & purity. 

 

A.   The ZEAL of God Almighty is behind that peace! 

 Through Jesus Christ alive in His Church this is happening and will continue to happen. 

(I couldn’t help of think of that this morning, as I woke up to blistering winter weather.  Most 

people through history would best do well to SURVIVE & SHELTER in this weather.  I get up, 

turn up the heat, have a hot shower, gas on the stove, remotely open my garage door … on & 

on … = SHALOM!)  This is a VESTAGE of our Christian heritage! 

- It has grown & will continue to grow! 

 

 Yes, there’s turbulence along the way – and that turbulence will find its APEX in the very 

end.  But we never lose this vision.  No one knows exactly how long it will take to complete the 

job.  It may be a few hundred more years; it may be a few thousand more years.  But it will 

happen, culminating in the Jesus’ personal return.   

“The zeal of the Lord ALMIGHTY will accomplish this.” 

 

SHALOM – the kingdom has begun with the Messiah’s birth and will continue to grow “from 

that time on & forever” – because He is the Prince of Peace. 
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V. CONCLUSION 

 

Are you a part of this Kingdom?  This vision?  This Shalom? 

 It starts individually, personally by naming the Messiah YOUR Prince of Peace 

- For peace with God, your SELF, your RELATIONSHIPS … out of which the 

Messiah gives you passion, vision & gifts to contribute to the causes of our 

SOCIETY & GLOBE. 

 

1.   A CEO, having to look after his young daughter, was trying to read the paper – but was 

totally frustrated by her constant interruptions.  When he came across a full newspaper page 

NASA photo of Earth from space, he got a brilliant idea! 

 He ripped it up into small pieces and told his child to try to put it back together.  He then 

settled in for what he expected to be a good ½ hr of peace and quiet.  

 But only a few minutes had gone by before the child appeared at his side with a big grin 

on her face. 

 “You’ve finished already?” he asked.    “YEP,” she replied. “So how’d you do it?” 

 “Well, I saw there was a picture of a person on the other side of the page, so when I put 

the person together, the Earth got put together too …’”.   

 

 

(i)  That’s how the Messiah is bringing peace on earth. 

First the person – with God, self and others … out of which grows SHALOM for all 

creation. 

 

HAVE YOU NAMED HIM your Prince of Peace? 

 

He has come for you.  

 

 AMEN! 


