NAMING THE CHILD — Everlasting Father
Isaiah 9:1-7; Proverbs 4:1-13

Sermon for Peace Church
December 14, 2008

PURPOSE — To call people to name the Messiah their “everlasting father” in terms of identity —
origin / destiny; and provision for the accomplishment of that destiny.

MAIN IDEA — To name the Messiah your Everlasting Father is to place your spiritual origins in
Him, to let Him speak into your life destiny, and to trust Him for all provision.

l. INTRODUCTION

Let’s open our Bibles to Isaiah 9. (p. 1072)

1. We continue this morning our Advent Series — “NAMING THE CHILD”.
Biblically, to NAME someone or something is a way of ESTABLISHING RELATIONSHIP,
CLAIMING OWNERSHIP ... even, TAKING POSSSESSION.
l.e. —if  were to try to get the attention of someone at the back of the sanctuary & said, “Hey,
person ... hey, you”, that is not anywhere near as effective or powerful as saying, “HEY BOB!”
When | name “Bob” — | establish relationship, | claim ownership in that relationship and
| exercise POWER through that ability to name = even “take possession” in the sense of
grabbing attention!

(i) This Advent we’re naming THE Messianic Child: WONDERFUL COUNSELOR /
MIGHTY GOD ... = establishing relationship & claim ownership in this child
A. Godisnota “HEY /A YOU, a generic DEITY”.
He has REVEALED Himself, through the Messiah — by names & titles givenin Scripture —
in order that we may establish relationship with Him.

2. So this Advent we’ve also designed in our services a “NAMING CEREMONY”.
- After lighting the Candles of longing — for hope, joy, love, peace — we reflect upon
these famous titles of the Messiah, not just to KNOW MORE ABOUT THEM ...



... but to then NAME THEM IN FAITH & HOPE!
- Faith — because this child HAS COME, and IS NOW our wonderful counselor & mighty
God for our life in this age.
- Hope — because this Messiah WILL COME AGAIN to complete the reign He has begun,
ushering in the next age.
So we name Him in song, word, gift & prayer ... in such ceremony, as we respond to God’s
revelation.

3. Have you named the Messiah YOUR Wonderful Counselor?
Are you continuing to name Him Your Mighty God?

(i) Inthe Garden of Eden, God brought “The beasts of the field and the birds of the air” before
Adam —to see what he would name them (Gen. 2).
- It was a way for Adam to develop his relationship with creation ... to claim ownership
... to express dominion & take possession of this world in order to develop it for God’s glory.
This is what education continues to do today - Research & learning is a form of naming
creation.
= A power that belongs to human beings, uniquely made in the image of God.
He is the One who separated the darkness from light —and NAMED the light “day”
... and the darkness night ... He separated the water from the expanse above it
and named that expanse “sky”... the gathered waters he called, “seas” ... the dry
ground, “land” (Genesis 1).

NAMING = establishes relationship WITH, expresses ownership IN, takes possession OF

4. In this Bible passage, God brings before us — not animals — but a CHILD to be named —the
Messiah!
READ ISAIAH 9:1-7

5. Now let’s turn to a SECOND PASSAGE — PROVERBS 4 (p. 989)
... because the title we name this Messiah with today, in faith & hope, is EVERLASTING
FATHER.

(i) | read this week that each of these titles is a unique combination of human & divine
gualities.



A. “Wonderful” = divinely beyond comprehension / “Counselor” — has the wisdom of the
true human
B. “Mighty God” — El Gibbor — God as the strong man!
C. Today ... “Everlasting” — Hebrew means “in perpetuity ... continuing forever!”

“Father” = “AB” = a baby sound for dad ... abba = daddy ... (Ab-raham ... = father
of the nations).

(i)  So to better understand this child’s ministry as an everlasting FATHER, let’s read
these words from Proverbs 4.

Read Proverbs 4:1-13

1. THE CHILD A FATHER

1. We have an ODD title to name the Messiah today. We’re calling the CHILD a Father.

And on top of that, in Christian theology, we recognize this child born among us as the
second person of the Trinity — the Eternal Son. So we’re calling the Son a FATHER.

Typically when we think of God as an everlasting FATHER, our minds readily go to the
first person of the Trinity — God the Father.

God has been revealed as Father, Son, & Spirit —and in Christian theology we marvel
that the Eternal Son became INCARNATE. He became a human to become our Savior —a
human now forever!

(i) Yet Isaiah’s prophecy invites us to call the Light of the world — the messianic child —
our Everlasting Father. In doing this, however, he is not describing the Messiah’s
relationship WITHIN the TRINITY — there He’s the eternal Son. Instead he’s
describing the Messiah’s relationship to HIS PEOPLE.

The Messiah is their father in some of the ways that a father is described in the Proverbs 4
passage.

A. Like a father, the Messiah gives his people LIFE / ORIGINS — in his case, everlasting life.
Fathers (and mothers too) are the seed of biological life. The messiah of eternal life!

2. Like a father, the Messiah also gives his people IDENTITY & DESTINY. That’s what dads do.
“Listen, my son, to a father’s instruction.” (v.1)



(i) You’ve heard the research statistics:
- If both parents worship with you when you’re growing up, there’s an 80% likelihood
that you’ll worship God regularly as an adult.
- If only your mother worshipped regularly with you, that’s only a 30% probability.
- If only your father worshipped regularly with you, however, the likelihood jumps all
the way back up to 70%
WHY? Because fathers are uniquely called & gifted to give their children IDENTITY ... to say,
“This is who you are... This is what you stand for!”
MOTHER IS EARTH — FROM which things grow;
FATHER IS SKY > UNTO whom things grow!

A. Last decade, US News & World Report had a cover article titled, “DAD IS DESTINY”.
More than any other factor, a father’s presence in the family determines a child’s
success & happiness.

B. And so Proverbs 4 calls fathers as life-wisdom-teachers —v. 10 — “Listen, my son, accept
what | say, and the years of your life will be many ... when you walk, your steps will not
be hampered ... when you run, you will not stumble.(12)”

= | will give you identity; my teaching will give you a destiny.

3. But dads are much more than words. Fathers are also PROVIDERS. They make PROVISION
for their children to help them accomplish their destiny.
V. 11 — | will guide you in the way of wisdom and LEAD you along straight paths.

A young woman brought her potential fiancé home to meet her parents. After dinner, her mother told
her father to find out about the young man. So the father invited the young man to his study for a
coffee. ®* So what are youwdhimptbBnam”atéeehdbbahet hekr

“MMchol ar. Hmmm,“ a d legbutwizatwilleau dotogrgvede a decent house for

my daughtefltwillvetudy¢) "d thangoGad wal|IAmppobV
how will you buy her an engagement ring —a nice one, likes he de s eedtviees ?f" a tatsekr . “
concentrate on my stdaddi“eGson,d” wiHd yauwnwg dnea f orre |

“And children?” asksvetstue pfoatth &rm.o h“did ew@wir lyl, a
pr ovi ddaithéfelloweThd coneersation proceeded like this, and each time the father questioned,
the young idealist insisted that God will provide.

Later, the mother asked, “How di d it go, don‘eye& "IMadhe Mnatjheb
but the good Mews GO®!'he thinks |’



A father PROVIDES for a child’s destiny.

4. So let me develop these 3 points with you as we prepare to name the Messianic Child who
gathers us here today our EVERLASTING FATHER.

- As Christians, He gives us our ORIGINS, our DESTINY, and our PROVISIONS to
accomplish that destiny.

lll.  ORIGINS

1. The Bible calls Jesus the SECOND ADAM. He is the father of a NEW HUMANITY.
Romans 5 - All of mankind are divided into one of two camps:
- We are either in the original Adam — the one whose disobedience before God has
brought us into sin & death
- Or we are of the second Adam — the Messiah whose OBEDIENCE has brought us into
righteousness & LIFE!
“Whose your daddy?”

2. Jesus is the everlasting father of the LIVING.

He told Nicodemus in private, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he
is born again. Flesh gives birth to flesh (that’s the first Adam), but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit. ... You must be born again (by the power of the Messiah’s Spirit).

Later he told Martha, “/ am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live
... and never die.”

And then publically CONFIRMED that claim as the everlasting / life-giver by calling forth
Martha’s dead brother, Lazarus, from the dead > “Lazarus, come forth!”

... and then SUPERSIZED that claim with his own resurrection from the dead.

= the centerpiece of history.  HE IS GOD’S NEW LIFE ON EARTH.

(i) If you know you’ve been born again of His Spirit, then name Him the everlasting
father of your new life this morning.

3. This new life gives us a NEW IDENTITY.

In his book, “Victory Over Darkness”, Neil Anderson writes, “Your hope for growth,
meaning and fulfillment as a Christian is based on understanding who you are in Christ ... God
has changed you from darkness to light, from sinner to saint. There’s a newness that wasn’t



there before! ... It is imperative for your spiritual maturity that your beliefs about security,
significance and success are anchored in this new identity.”

He then goes on to list identity statement after identity statement to NAME & CLAIM for
victorious Christian living:

In Christ, you are a NEW CREATION ...

... ACHILD OF THE LIGHT / A SAINT / A CITIZEN OF HEAVEN / GOD’S SALT /

GOD’S TEMPLE / GOD’S WORKMANSHIP / ALREADY “seated with Christ in the heavenly
realms” .... Nothing can separate you from the love of God ... you are risen & alive in Christ!!!

(i) To name the child your “everlasting father” is to put your ORIGINS in HIM — and from
that gain an IDENTITY for strong Christian living.

IV.  DESTINY

Second, a father gives a child DESTINY!
To name Jesus the father of your everlasting life is also to receive your DESTINY from his
teaching.

1. It means stilling our souls regularly before His wisdom — like Mary, Martha’s sister, sitting
at Jesus’ feet. It means reading Scripture and allowing Him to speak into your life. He has
GUIDANCE & PLANS for your life, as a father to his children.
“Listen, my son, accept what | say, and the years of your life will be many” — Proverbs 4.
“He who builds his life on my words builds his house on a rock, not sinking sand” — Mt. 7
By His Word & Spirit, Jesus will guide our lives & give us a meaningful destiny.

(i) In his book, “The Dad Difference”, Josh McDowell states that the average teen in church
spends only 2 minutes per day in meaningful dialogue with his/her dad. And 25% of teens said
they have never had a meaningful conversation with their father —a talk centered on the
teen’s interests.

Now that’s a challenge to us who are fathers.

But teens & everyone, what | also want you to know today is that the Messiah is an
EVERLASTING FATHER who CAN & WILL speak into your life at any & all time, by the power of
His Word & Spirit ... and give you wisdom.

- To name Him your father of everlasting life is to HUNGER for those words.



2. But remember — they’re not always easy. His words are life, but they show us the CROSS.

Last week, | pointed out that after Jesus got a hold of Simon’s life, he RENAMED him,
“PETER” = Petros — the Rock of a person upon whom He’d build his church!

Shortly thereafter (Mt. 16), Jesus began to tell Peter about his own destiny in this age -
suffering & death. Peter rebuked him, “That shall never happen to you!”

Jesus retorts, “Get behind me, Satan” ... you do not have in mind the things of God, but
the things of men.”

He then turned to all his disciples & said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me (that’s our destiny). For whoever wants to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?
For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will
reward each person according to what he has done.”

(i) Whenever we’re listening for the DESTINY that the everlasting father gives us — whether for
a day, a year, a lifetime in this age — never lose the vision of the Cross.

= We SACRIFICE / GIVE UP our life to overcome sin (first within, then in this world) &
serve God’s glory (not our own) in Jesus’ name!

= THE CROSS BEFORE THE CROWN

3. For those who pursue this destiny, Jesus promises A NEW NAME in the age to come.

Rev. 3:12 — Him who overcomes | will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never
again will he leave it. | will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my
God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God,; and | will also
write on him my new name.

- That’s the EVERLASTING destiny of those who follow the way of the Cross in this age.

V. PROVISION

Third, not only do fathers give origins & destiny in life, they also MAKE PROVISION for that
destiny.
- And so to name the Messiah your everlasting father is to TRUST HIM for your every
needed provision.
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The disciples fished all night in vain until He directed the casting of their nets. Then they were
filled to overflowing: HE IS THE PROVIDER.

1. “Do not worry about your life”, Jesus said, “what you’ll eat or drink; or about our body, what
you’ll wear ... SEEK FIRST GOD’S KINGDOM ... and all those things will be given you.” — Mt. 6

(i) The everlasting father provides, but not only for our material needs. Bruce Goettsche
writes,

He provides words for tough situations

He provides guidance for tough decisions

He provides comfort in times of heartbreak

He provides opportunities to make a difference

He provides people to stand alongside us

He provides answers to prayer

He provides healing for disease, truth & strength when we feel we can’t go on

He provides for our EVERY need

A. Let’s remember that, Peace Church, as we seek first God’s Kingdom in our mission.
“God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s supply” — Hudson Taylor

... SO we trust Him.

VI. CONCLUSION

1. In our Naming Ceremonies each Advent service, we’re responding to the Word not only in
song and prayer, but also in SYMBOL.

- Naming the Child our Wonderful Counselor, we brought forth a box of tissue — because
this child sympathizes with our needs

- Nnaming him Mighty God, we brought forth the crown of thorns — to help us claim the
strength of His obedience through the trials of life.

- Today, we will bring forth a SHEPHERD’S STAFF — because He is the Good Shepherd
who has given up His life to bring us into God’s flock as a NEW CREATION ... and thereafter to
provide for our needs by leading us into green pasture, beside still waters ... protecting us
through the valleys of the shadow of death, anointing our head will oil, overflowing our cups
with joy ... giving us a destiny — Surely goodness & mercy will follow me all the days of our life
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever!!!



2. There’s a Spanish story that tells of a father and a son who had become estranged.

The son ran away, and the father set off to find him. He searched for months to no
avail. Finally, in a last desperate effort to find him, the father put an ad in a Madrid
newspaper.

The ad read, “Dear Paco, meet me in front of this newspaper office at noon on Saturday.
All is forgiven. | love you. Your father.”

That Saturday, 800 Pacos showed up, looking for forgiveness and love from their
fathers.

(i) FATHERLESSNESS — all of us know it to some degree.
It’s now epidemic in our society. 1 out of 2 children go to bed at night without being
able to speak to their father; 4 out of 5 in our inner cities.

A. We who know father-love have a HUGE CALLING & MINISTRY to children & youth today.

But first we receive ... in order to give.

2. So in faith & hope, let’s name the Messiah our EVERLASTING FATHER
- the One who has been born in a stable
- the One who is coming again in glory.

(i) To name Him EVERLASTING FATHER
- is to put our ORIGINS & IDENTITY IN CHRIST
- it’s to HUNGER for His wisdom to guide us;
- giving us a DESTINY ...
... which He promises every PROVISION to fulfill

His name is wonderful
He is the counselor
He is the Mighty God
He is the Everlasting Father.

Let’s name the child!



