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PURPOSE ς ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜΩǎ 

desire to envy or boast. 

 

MAIN IDEA ς The call of love leads to a journey of repentance of pride and faith-healing in 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

This morning we continue our lessons in love: 

  

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-7, 13 

 

1.   We often hear those words read at weddings.  We marvel at their beauty & insight.  For 

many people, ƛǘΩs their FAVORITE passage in all of Scripture. 

 

(i) But when we look closely at what love is, as weΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ, maybe we 

should give second thought to that evaluation. 

 

For is there any passage in all of Scripture that more clearly reveals the presence & IMPACT of 

sin in our life? 

 

a. Love is patient ς I get frustrated. 

b. Love is kind ς We get irked. 

c. Love hopes ς We despair 

d. Love perseveres ς ǿŜΩǊŜ prone to give up 

e. Love trusts ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ 

 

(ii) As we learn what love is, we might rightly want to call this our LEAST FAVORITE 

passage of Scripture ς because of what it EXPOSES in us. 
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2.  Yet learning to love we MUST do for this reason, above all: 

 God is love.  (IŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΣ ƪƛƴŘ Χύ Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him Χ 

In this way love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence for the day of 

judgment, because in this world we are like him. ς 1 Jn. 4:17 

 =  Love alone COUNTS!  Love REMAINS ς from this age to the next 

-  Love is SUBSTANCE!  Love is eternal life!  God is love. 

 

(i) Therefore we MUST pursue the journey of love, even as it exposes the uglier parts of 

our nature 

 

FOR ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ Χ AMAZING GRACE!) ς LǘΩǎ THOSE VERY PARTS of our nature that 

God invites us to give to Him in repentance.  (Who else would wants them?! ς anxiety, 

frustration) 

 God wants them - to forgive; to heal; to transform; to make love complete among us. 

ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƘǳƳōƭŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ (in this way) in the journey of love will THUS be exalted (in that 

grace)Φέ 

 

3.  So we journey on - today weΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ at 3 things LOVE IS NOT! 

 Last week we studied 2 things love IS: patient (long-suffering), and kind (helpful, fitting ς 

love languages) 

 Today ς Love does not envy, does not boast, is not proud. 

 

II. LOVE DOES NOT ENVY 

 

1.  You recall the context of this chapter.  The apostle Paul was addressing the MISUSE of 

spiritual gifts in the church at Corinth. 

 The Spirit was manifesting Himself in powerful ways there ς healings, words of 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǘƻƴƎǳŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎ Χ ƭƻǾŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜƴǾȅΣ ōƻŀǎǘΤ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǳŘΦ 

 

(i) Some people are SO GIFTED!   Love envies not Χ ƴƻǘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ Χ ƴƻǘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

honor  / possessions / success / children / education / knowledge / status 

What tends to make you envious? 

²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΚ 

hǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ ²Ih{9 ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΚ  όΧ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ŜƴǾȅΩǎ 

about another person) 
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2.  [h±9 w9WhL/9{ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΦ 

 άRejoice with those who rejoiceέ ς Rom. 12:15 

   .ǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΚ Χ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƭƛǇǎƛŘŜ -  someone 

whose had success that caught attention on our envy radar-screen FAILS ς ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƳƛǊƪ 

ŎƻƳŜ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΚ  όL ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƛǘΗύ 

  Χ weep with those who weep ς the verse continues 

ENVY: 

I.e. ς JosephΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŜƴǾƛŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƛǘΦ 

 - ¢ƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŜƴǾƛŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ IƛƳΦ 

  - ²Ŝ ŜƴǾȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ look to speak ill of it. 

 

ά9ƴǾȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ h¢I9w t9w{hbΩ{ BLESSINGS, instead of your ownΦέ ς Harold 

Coffin comments. 

 

(i)   We tend especially to envy friends, colleagues, family members ς people we can more 

readily compare ourselves to. 

 

3.   But WHY?  What goes on in the heart with envy? 

 Is it not somehow that we feel LESS of a person for NOT having that success? 

  = less significant, less valued, less loved 

Envy reveals that you and I somehow feel personally DIMINISHED when another person is 

honored. 

- So we CRAVE their success in order to feel important. 

 

(i) But where does that CRAVING come from?  Why do I not feel complete as a person 

for who I uniquely am?  Why do I feel like I have to be someone else to matter? 

 

Envy reveals an EMPTINESS in the heart that THINKS another ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ϧ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƛll. 

 Envy cannot love because it COMPARES. 

It does not SERVE, it USES that other person ς to feed IMAGES to stuff the emptiness within. 
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III. LOVE DOES NOT BOAST 

 

1.   BOASTING TOO reveals that empty center. 

- LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ C[Lt-SIDE of the same coin as envy!  But instead ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ άōŜƭƻǿέ όǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭύΣ 

ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ !.h±9 όǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘύΥ 

You have the gifts, status, abilities, experience, possessions, success Χ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘέ 

 

(i)   Boasting is calling attention to yourself. 

 ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ άǘƻ ōŜƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƛƴŘōŀƎέ ς someone who talks a lot, 

but really says nothing. 

 

(i) Lew Smedes writes, ά.ƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ private advertising business, our little campaign 

ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛȊŜ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ Χ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ōƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƛǘ ǘƻƻ 

is done through clever use of the right symbols ς clothes, cars or boats; people ς the 

friends we cultivate, the names we drop, the people we want to be seen with; or 

actions ς ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻΣ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿŜ ƧƻƛƴΣ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ǿŜ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǿƛƴΦέ 

 

2.  Have you ever noticed how subtle boasting can be? 

 Jesus taught us to do our good deeds in private ς ά[Ŝǘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎέ Χ .¦¢ Χ 

 - After weΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƛȄ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ŦŜƴŎŜ ς that deed so easily pops up in 

conversation later! 

 - We so readily boast about our activities and accomplishment ς our children / 

grandchildren!! 

 

(i)  And, of course, the person we most often boast TO is our OWN SELF. 

  - In our own thoughts (but before the God who hears all): 

Ҕ άLΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ Χ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Χ L give Χ L ƪƴƻw more than she does 

Χ LΩǾŜ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ Χ  

 

²I¸ ¢I9 !5±9w¢L{LbD /!at!LDb Χ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚ Χ  ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΚ 

 

(ii) Boasting is not love because it also USES people ς to stand upon ς and make myself a little 

higher than. 
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3.  Boasting again reveals an EMPTINESS within that we try to fill ς not with longing after other 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎes όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜƴǾȅύ ς but by drawing attention to our OWN ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

or EXPLOITS. 

(i) .ƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {9[CΦ  

 

A. What an AFFRONT that is to God.  

 DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōƻŀǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ 

ς nor to yourself.  You matter because I love you ς ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǊ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΦέ 

 

B.  Boasting reveals INSECURITIES within ς thaǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀƭŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ Χ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 

we can love others ς and not use them to compare ourselves to. 

 

IV. LOVE IS NOT PROUD 

 

1.   Both envy and boasting are rooted in PRIDE.    Third, LOVE IS NOT PROUD. 

 - When, in envy, we feel diminished by othersΩ success ς ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ 

 - When, in boasting, we speak of our own gifts or success ς ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ 

 

(i)  BOTH USE PEOPLE TO MEASURE OURSELVES BY 

 C.S. Lewis writes, άtǊƛŘŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ς it gets no pleasure out of having 

sƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŀƴΦέ 

 

2.  Theologians call PRIDE the ROOT OF ALL SINS ς because it was pride that led Adam to reject 

God.   ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎ DƻŘέΣ {ŀǘŀƴ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘŜƴ ǘǊŜŜΦ 

 - Pride was invoked. ς ά[ƻƻƪ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΗέ 

 - Pride which then rejected God & His love at the center of our being 

 - Pride which put SELF there ς άǿƘƻ L ŀƳ κ ǿƘƻ L Ŏŀƴ ōŜέ Χ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ inevitably to the 

need to boast & envy. 

 

V. HEALING 

 

SO HOW DO WE GROW IN LOVE? 
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мΦ   ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

ς ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ Χ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ Χ [Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ 

Christ return Χ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōŜƛƴƎΦέ 

 We need to be HEALED of that emptiness within ς which leads us to SHOVE SELF in 

there with pride, envy and boasting.   

We must be w9.hwb ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōŜƛƴƎΦ 

 

2.  That begins our healing.  That begins personal salvation.   

 SALVATION IS NOT ASSSENTING TO CONCEPTS ABOUT GOD! 

The Greek word for salvation ς άǎƻŘȊƻέ ς means healing 

That begins a life where we can be OTHER-/9b¢9w95Σ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƳŜ 

from the bondage of SELF-CENTEREDNESS. 

  That starts the process of growing in love.  Salvation is having our THOUGHTS 

changed by His love. 

 

1 John 4:10 ς In this is love ς not that we loved God, but that He loved us and gave His Son as 

an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƻǾŜ {¢!w¢{Φ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƛǘ Dwh²{ Lb ¦{Η 

(i)   1 John 4:18 describes that process: 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŦŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦ  .ǳǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜ όDƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜύ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŦŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ 

do with punishment.  The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

 

A.  We reject God - ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǾŀŎǳǳƳ ƻŦ identity within. 

 ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΗ  ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ōǳƛƭŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΚ   

  We put SELF there ς in boasting & envy are SYMPTOMS.   

So we use others, rather than serve them. 

Χ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳŜŜǘ DƻŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΥ  ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

the One to buƛƭŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ Χ .Ŝ Ƴȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ Ƴȅ [ƻǊŘΦέ 

Then love is made complete in us, as we continue to confess pride & envy ς those 

vestiges of our natural (old) and self-centered identity.  όҐ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘƻ L ŀƳ Χ ōŜ ƎƻƴŜΗύ 

 

Thereafter, every proud thought calls uǎ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

SANCTIFICATION.  SalǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊŜŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ 

to love others ς because He has first loved me! 
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3.  Are you on that journey?  It never ends in this age. 

 

 Are WE on thŀǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΚ  !ǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ 

our past ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ Χ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ άproudέ of one thing only ς that God loves us and has a 

wonderful plan for our life. 

 ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ & joy! 

 

VI.  CONCLUSION 

 

1.  LΩǾŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ά[h±9 L{ I¦a.[9έ ς ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 

journey ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ϧ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

 

HUMILITY ς has been defined this way (Dan Wilt):  Lǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

importance, with total dependence on God and ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Χ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ 

perception of your strengths and weaknesses, given in submission to God for the benefit of 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 

 

(i)   Love is humble toward others. 

 But humility is not something you can work on it. 

 You can PRAY for it ς I heard someone once say ς but you can never give thanks for it! 

 

A.  IǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ 

our being. 

a. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

b. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

 

2.  And we do that by dismantling pride & envy in our life, understanding its sources, 

ǊŜǇŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ 

 

WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US.   AMEN! 

 


