LOVE IS HUMBLE
1 Corinthians 13:4
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PURPOSEc(i 2 OF ff LIS2LX S G2 NBLISYlGlyOoS yR Tl A
desire to envy or boast.

MAIN IDEA ¢ The call of love leads to a journey of repentance of pride and-featlling in
D2RQ& LISNFSOUG t20S a 2dz2NJ aSOdzNRA (e yR &ahi.

l. INTRODUCTION

This morning we continue our lessons in love:
READ 1 CORINTHIANS-¥313

1. We often heathose words read at weddingsNe marvel at their beaut§ insight For
many peoplej sitleeirFAVORITEassage in all @cripture.

()  But when wdook closely at what love is, as @NE R2 Ay 3 | imEleavE { dz
should give second thought to that duation.

For B there any passage in all of Scripture that more clearly revealsrésence & IMPAG3Ht
sin in our life?

Love is patieng | get frustrated.

Love is kind, We get irked.

Love hopeg We despair

Love persevereg ¢ S (phaBe to give up

Lovetrustx 6 SQNB &GS RAf & | YEA2dza

® o 0T o

(i)  As we learn what love is, we might rightly want to call this our LEAST FAVORITE
passage of Scripturgbecause of what it EXPOSES in us.



2. Yet learningp love weMUSTdo for this reason, above all:
Godislove(l S A & LJ {WHbeleér BveslinloyeRiveXin Gadd God in hinX
In this way love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence for the day of
judgment, because in this world we are like hgb.Jn. 4:17
= Lovealone COUNTS! LoR&EMAINSE from this age to the next
- Love is SUBSTANCE! Love is eternalGibel is love.

(i)  Therefore we MUSpursue the journey of love, even aexposes the uglier parts of
our nature

FORK S NBKQS 32 2 RMAZIBIG GRARGE!L (THASEERYAR'S of our natur¢hat
God invites us to give to Him in repentance. (Who elsald wants them?!¢ anxiety,
frustration)

God wants them to forgive to heal; to transform; to makkve complete among us.
G2 K2 S @SN K dzgmthiisSvay)nkhe jourrey of lovevill THUS bexalted(in that
graceyp €

3. So we journey ontoday we) NBE  fa22HingsyLAVE IS NOT!

Last week we studied 2 things love IS: patient (isaffering), and kind (helpful, fitting
love languages)

Todayc Lovedoes not envy, does not boast, is not proud.

Il. LOVE DOES NOT ENVY

1. You recall the context of ththiapter. The apostle Paul was addressing the MISUSE of
spiritual gifts in the church at Corinth.

The Spirit was manifesting Himself in powerful wayseélgehealings, words of
1y26t SRISS G2y 3TdzSas LINRPLKSOASAE X f20S R2S

() Some people are SO GIFTED! Loveenvieénof 2 0 20 KSNXa 3IAT
honor / possessia/ success / childrenéducation / knowledge status
What tends tomake you envious?
2 KFG R2 @e2dz y2i0A0S (KIFG 20KSNJ LIS2L
hNE Y2NB SElFIOGfes 21 h{9 &dz00S3d&a R2 e2dz 4§
about another person)
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2.l h+9 wOWhL/9{ Ay Fy20KSNJ LSNE2Y Q4 LINPEaLIS
oRejoce with those whoejoice ¢ Rom. 12:15
. dzil K2g 2F0SYy R2y QX N &K Dsbiae 193 %R
whose had success that caught attention on our envy radaeen FAILGR2 Say Qi G K |
O2YS a2 Slaate G2 @2dz2NJ FIl OSK 6L 1ySe¢e GKS
X weep with those who weepthe verse continues
ENVY:
le.cJosep®@ad ONRUOUKSNAE SYy@ASR KAa adrddza FyR GK
¢ KS tKFENARASSE SYy@ASR WSadzaQ LJ2LJdz I NR (@&

~

2§ Syge | y2iKSNI YookidspeakNlbotita 4 dz008aa |

Oyge Aa GKS | NI 27 CBRHE3GINGS/ idsteddwfSouhddiHadold t 9 w
Coffincomments

() We tend especially to envy friends, colleagues, family membpeople we can more
readily compare ourselves to.

3. ButWHY? What goes on in the heart with envy?
Is it not somehow thatve feel LESS of a person for NOT having that success?
= less significantessvalued, lessoved
Envy reveals thatou and | somehow fé@ersonallyDIMINISHE®hen another person is
honored.
- Sowe CRAVIheir success in order to feel important.

(i)  But where does thaCRAVINGome from? Why do | not feel complete as a person
for who | uniquely am? Why do | feel like | have to be someond®isatter?

Envy revealsmEMPTINESSthe heart that THINBanother LIS 2 L SQ& 3IAFiha 3
Envycannot love because @ZOMPARES
It does not SERVE, it USES that other pegsorieed IMAGES to stutthie emptinesswithin.



. LOVE DOES NOT BOAST

1. BOASTING TOO reveals thaupty center.
- LiQa&a -8BIRBSof the[sante coin as envy! Butinsedl 6 SAy 3 ao0St 26
V2 @2dz2QNB ! . hx9 oO00GKS KSIFROY
You have the gifts, status, abilities, experience, possessions, siccebssy R ¢ 1 KS& Rz

(i) Boasting is calling attention to yourself.
¢ KS DNBS|T 62NR f AGSNI f &csonionyg &hb talksindt, 6 S K
but really says nothing.

() Lew Smedes writeg, . 2 | & O Apyivate adsierti@ndgblisiness, our little campaign
G2 LMzofAOAT S Iy AYIF3AS 2F 2dz2NA St Sa X
Is done through clever usé the right symbolg, clothes, cars or boats; peopiehe
friends we cultivate, the names we drop, the people we want to be seen with; or
actionsct A1S GKS LI NIOASaAa ¢S 332 (023 Of dzoa ¢«

2. Have you ever noticed how subtle lstiag can be?

Jesus taught us to do our good deeds inprivgde[ SG y 24 S@Sy & 2 dzNJ
GKIFGO €@2dzNJ NAIKE ¢KIXYR A& R2Ay3IE X

-AfterweQ @S F2y S (G2 KSf L) cEhatiHee® sdrNdsily SopsiKio 2 NI &
conversation later!

- We so redily boast about our activities and accomplishmemur children /
grandchildren!!

(i) And, of course, the person we most often boast TO is our OWN SELF.
- In our own thoughtgbut before the God who hears all)
B aLQY 3AftFR LQY2 y2K!I & Agve®G dilBwkFinkthanishe Gdes/ R
X LQYENR2X

2 | ¢19 !'5+x9we¢L{LbD /!at!LDb X (2 20KSNAK

(i) Boastings not love because it also USES peqptestand upong and make myself a little
higherthan.
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3. Boasting agaireveals an EPTINESS within that we try to §lhot with longingafter other
LIS 2 LI S Qe80 i 20D S Butidy dréhdng attentiorto our OWN ACCOMPLISHMENTS
or EXPLOITS.

() .2FadGdAy3 o60daAftRa 2ySQa aSyasS 2F AYLERNII

A. What an AFFRONTat isto God.

D2R aleéasx G, 2dzQNF AYLRNIFyd o06SOFdzaS L f
¢ norto yourself. You matter because | loveypyi2 & 060 SOl dzaS 2F gK2 @32

B. Boasting reveals INSECURITIES wjtthiai Yy SSR G2 06S KSIt SR A
we can love otherg and not use them to compare ourselves to

IV. LOVE IS NOT PROUD

1. Both envy andboastingare rooted in PRIDE Third, LOVE IS NOT PROUD.
-When, in envy, we feel diminished by oth&sccesg A (1 Q&4 2 dzNJ LINA RS F
- When, in boasting, we speak of our own gifts or sucgessi Q& LINA RS S E LIN

(i) BOTH USE PEOPLE TO MEASURE OURSELVES BY
C.S. Lewiswriteg,t NA RS A a S aa 8iygétdro pléasure O of hd@ingA G A ¢
2YSUKAY3IZ 2yfe 2dzi 2F KIFIGAy3a Y2NB 2F AdG 0

2. Theologians call PRIDE the ROOT OF ALt Isgbigise it was pride that led Adam to reject
God. &, 2dz aKl €t % ity DBRLISR KAY G2 SIG 27

-Pridewas invoked;d [ 221 6K2 &2dz OFy 0SHE

- Pride whichthenrejected God & His love at the center of our being

- Pride which put SEltRerecad 6 K2 L 'Y kX ¢{KSZ in®ikaiftofheo S ¢
need toboast & envy.

V. HEALING

SO HOW DO WE GROW IN LOVE?
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M P ¢t2RIFIeQad RSAONALIIA2Yya 2F f20S NBYAYR
ci2 alreées a[ ZNRI INGY SHOALNNE Xa Yeé aiz2NEBo t
ChristreturnX 6S (0KS OSY(iSNJ 2F Y& 0SAy3Ioé

We need to be HEAID of that emptiness withigwhich leads us to SHOVE SELF in
there with pride, envy and boasting

Wemustbewv9 . hwb @gAGK D2RQa t2@S G GKS OSyl

2. That begins our healing. That begessonalsalvation.
SALVATION IS NOT ASSSENDNEONCEPTS ABOUT GOD!
The Greek word for salvatiand & 2 R;imaés healing
That begins a life where we can be OTHERb ¢ 9 w953 0S Ol dz&S D2RQA
from the bondage of SEHGTENTEREDNESS.
That starts the process of growing in lov&alvaion is having our THOUGHTS
changed by His love.

1 John 4:1@ In this is love; not that we loved God, but that He loved us and gave His Son as
an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

CKFGQa gKSNB ft20S {¢! we{ o ¢tKSY Al Dwh?
(i) 1 John 4:18 descrilsghatprocess:

CKSNE Aa y2 FSINIAYy 20So . dzi LISNF SO
do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

A. Wereject Goda 2 U K S NB Q ddertity wdthirO dzdzY 2 F
2 SQNB | NI} ARH 2 K0 OFy L o0daAftR Yé fATFS
We put SELF therein boasting & envare SYMPTOMS
So we use others, rather than serve them.
X .dzi 0KSY 6S YSSiU D2R AWR KINARAYG @ & 229z ¥ NS
theOnetobh ft R Y& fAFS 2y X .S Y& OSYUSNE Y& [ ?
Then love is made complete in us, as we continue to confess pride & ¢noge
vestiges of our natural (old) and seintered identity.0 I' G KIF 6 Qa Xy 3% @RY St

Thereafter, every proud thought calliu RSSLISNJ Ayid2 D2RQ& KSIFf A
SANCTIFICATIOSa@ I G A2y A& 3INRgAYI AYy D2RQ& LISNFSC
to love othersg because He has first loved me!



3. Are you on that journey? It never ends in this age.

AreWEonth i 22 dzN}y Sé K '3 | OKdzZNODKX S R2yQ
ourpastda dzOOSaa X @pfoudsdf ghé thitgdnhyotiat God loves us anolas a
wonderful plan for our .

CKFGQa &FMBSR2 Y

VI.  CONCLUSION

1. LQ@S GAGESR @KAH YeIESOHTra § 9Kl 1 Qa GKS 2
journey2 ¥ NB LISy Gl yO0S g KSIftAy3a Ay D2RQa LIS

HUMILITY has been defined thiswganWilt) LG A a FTNBSR2Y FTNRBY |
importance, with total dependenceon God d@ y Sa i O2y OSNY F2NJ 20K
perception of your strengths and weaknesses, given in submission to God for the benefit of
20KSNRA®DE

(i) Love is humbléoward others
But humility is not something you can work on it.
You can PRAY forcit heard someone once sayut you can never give thanks for it!

Al dzYAfAdGe A& 2dzad GKS yI ddz2N>Ff NBadzZ G 27

our being.
a ¢cKIFiQa (GKS 22daNySe 2F altglriArzy
b.¢ KIGQa 3INRgAY3I Ay 20So

2. And we do that by dismantlingiple & envy in our life, understanding its sources,
NBELISYGAy3 yR OfFAYAY3 D2RQa t20S Ay Tl

WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US. AMEN!



