
THE HOLY SPIRIT & SERMON LISTENING 

Acts 3:11-26 

 

Sermon for Peace Church 

June 1, 2008 

 

PURPOSE ς To train people how to listen to sermons in the Spirit. 

 

MAIN IDEA ς Through preaching the Holy Spirit works in our lives, therefore we want to 

prepare to listen to sermons which are Christ-exalting, responding in repentance & faith ς so 

that the blessing of God may come into our life. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ .ƛōƭŜǎ ǘƻ !Ŏǘǎ оΥмм  όǇΦ 1695) 

 

1. We are going through this Bible book with a focus on improving our life with the HOLY 

SPIRIT. 

- He is the ACTOR within these ACTS of the early church. 

 

(i) Jesus said:  άThose who worship God, must do so ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘǊǳǘƘέ ς not just 

ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ Χ 5L{/9wbLbD ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ϧ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

the Spirit WITHIN, leading us in the Truth of God. 

 

- We can live a RELIGIOUS life without the Spirit, but we cannot live a WORSHIPFUL life 

without Him. 

o GOD SEEKS WORSHIPPERS ς in spirit & in truth. 

 

2.  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ LΩǾŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άThe Holy Spirit & {ŜǊƳƻƴ [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎέ ς ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ оΣ tŜǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 

HEALING to a crippled beggar at the gates of the temple. 

a. The healing gives him a PLATFORM / CONTEXT from which to preach! 

 

(i) He pdelivers a message which, we later learn, adds 2,000 more members to the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ Χ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ¦{9{ tw9!/ILbD ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ 
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A. John Stott writes, άtǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǎǇŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ Christianity.  Without preaching a 

necessary part of its authenticity has been lost.  For Christianity is, in its very essence a 

religion of the Word ƻŦ DƻŘ Χ  IŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ Ƙƛǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛǘ 

ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Χ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦέ 

 

a. God CREATES by speaking (Gen. 1). 

b. God RECREATES by speaking. 

Iƛǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ άliving & active. (Heb. 4:11) - Sharper than any double-edged 

ǎǿƻǊŘΣ ƛǘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƭ ϧ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ Ƨƻƛƴǘǎ ϧ ƳŀǊǊƻǿ Χ 

judging the thoughts and attitudes ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘέ Χ as the Spirit uses the 

Word. 

 

B.  So  in Col. 1:28, Paul writes, άHim we PROCLAIM, admonishing & teaching everyone with 

ŀƭƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

 

3. Week by week, most of you gather here once (a few, twice) on Sundays to listen to the 

Word proclaimed. 

- How do we do that in such a way that the Spirit ministers to us?  Χ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ΧΦ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ 

 

(i) [ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘis PREACHING STORY: 

 

Read Acts 3:11-26 

 

 

A. tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ .ƛōƭŜ ƻǇŜƴΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ϧ ŀƭƭΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ 

on the back of your bulletin today.  I want us to look closely at this sermon to reflect on: 

PREPARING FOR A SERMON 

THE CONTENT OF A SERMON 

RESPONDING TO A SERMON 

THE RESULTS OF A SERMON 

 ό¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜύ 
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II. PREPARING FOR A SERMON 

 

Verse 11 ς While the healed beggar held on to Peter & John, all the people were astonished 

ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜ w¦bbLbD ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ Colonnade. 

-  bƻǿΣ WŀƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻΗ 

 They come RUNNING! 

 

1. LetΩǎ use that image to talk about being PREPARED to listen to the Word ς because so 

much of the impact of preaching is in the preparation of the listener. 

- LΩǾŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘΣ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ς ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿŀǎ ŀ 5¦5Ηέ Χ όLǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿŀǎΗύ Χ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ 

share a way that the Spirit blessed them through the Word. 

- LΩǾŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƻ ƪŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘ LΩǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ά!ƭƭ L ƘŀŘ 

ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŀǎΥ   Dh5 [h±9{ ¸h¦έ Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά²ƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘŜŜǇΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΗέ 

Χ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΗ 

 

(i) In Luke 8:18, Jesus said, ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦέ  George 

Whitfield, the great 18th century revival preacher, spoke on this text saying: 

Come to hear sermons, not out of curiosity, but from a sincere desire to know and obey.  To 

enter His house merely to have our ears entertained, and not our hearts reformed, must 

certainly be highly displeasing to the Most High God, as well as unprofitable to ourselves. 

 

2.  We must PREPARE OURSELVES to do that. 

- ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀƳŜ Ƴŀƴ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 

often to prepare us.  But we can prepare on a Saturday night or Sunday morning by 

thinking of the blessings that God has given us.  

We can take a walk through creation and be ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ  Listen to the 

birds praise God and tell them that you plan to join them! 

We can meditate on a text of Scripture. 

Above all, wŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŀȅΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΤ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ 

 

(i)  Good sermon listening starts Saturday night.  If wŜΩǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ 

to listen to anyone ς including the Holy Spirit. 
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 John Piper comments:  It astonishes me how many Christians watch the same banal, 

empty, silly, trivial, titillating, suggestive, immodest TV shows that most unbelievers watch ς 

and then wonder why their spiritual lives are weak and their worship experience is shallow with 

ƴƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅ Χ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ IŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘǊǳǘƘ 

and joy and power, turn off the television on Saturday night and read something true and great 

ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ Χ ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

heart un-ǎƘǊƛǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

 

3.  Peter here preaches from the CONTEXT of a lame man healed.  ThŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ  

responsibility is to try to put the Word in CONTEXT ς so it comments MEANINGFULLY on our 

lives, events & mission. 

 

(i) A taxi-driver reached the Pearly Gates and announced his presence to St. Peter ς who 

looked him up in his Big Book.  Upon finding his name, St. Peter invited him to grab a SILK 

ROBE and GOLDEN STAFF and proceed in to heaven. 

 A preacher was next in line, right behind the cabby, watching proceedings with interest.  

He announced himself.  St Peter found his name in the Big Book, but furrowed his brow and 

ǎŀȅΣ άhYΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ς ōǳǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ /[h¢I ǊƻōŜ ϧ ²hh59b ǎǘŀŦŦΦέ 

 ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΗ  άLΩƳ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀōōȅ ŀ Dh[5 ǎǘŀŦŦ ϧ {L[Y ǊƻōŜΦ  

{ǳǊŜƭȅΣ L ǊŀǘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎŀōōȅΦέ 

 St. Peter responded matter-of-factly:  άIŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ  When you 

ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƭŜǇǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀōōȅ ŘǊƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘŀȄƛΣ t9ht[9 tw!¸95Ηέ 

 

By preparing for the sermon, especially in prayer, the Holy Spirit speaks in the Word 

ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ Χ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƳŜ w¦bbLbD ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊ ϧ WƻƘƴΦέ 

 

III. THE CONTENT OF A SERMON 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /hb¢9b¢ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ н ǘƘƛƴƎǎ are highlighted in tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 

message: 

 JESUS IS EXALTED  &  SIN IS EXPOSED 

o Those 2 things constitute the heart of Christian preaching 
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1. Christian preaching is not MORAL TEACHING ς ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ 

taught in the Bible ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ  .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻƴ btw ǊŀŘƛƻΣ 

and many other places. 

Christian preaching PROCLAIMS JESUS Χ a!Y9{ ILa Ybh²bΦ 

 

(i) ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊally interest in who Peter & John are ς and 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƴΦ   

Peter quickly states, ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǳǎΚέ (v. 12).  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎΗ Χ Let me tell 

you about Jesus: 

- The Glorified Servant of God (v. 13) 

- The Holy & Righteous One (v. 14) 

- The Author of Life (v. 15) 

- ¢ƘŜ hƴŜ wŀƛǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ Χ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

 

A. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ {h¦w/9 ƻŦ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ς the APOSTOLIC WITNESS 

 

(ii) The other source is the rest of Scripture ς all of its story points to Him. 

   Verse 22 ς tŜǘŜǊ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ aƻǎŜǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ 5ǘΦ му ς Remember God said that 

IŜΩŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǳǇ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ?  The one to listen to?  

  JESUS IS IT! 

 Verse 24 ς The prophets, Samuel on, spoke about Jesus ς see Him ς He fulfills Scripture. 

 Verse 25 ς ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ DƻŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ Χ 

     Χ W9{¦{ L{ ¢I!¢ .[9{{LbD 

 

A. Holiness is Jesus / HOPE is Jesus / HEALING is Jesus  

B. FAITH is Jesus / FORGIVENESS is Jesus / the FUTURE is Jesus 

Χ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ for a sermon, wet prepare to proclaim & meet a PERSON. 

  Ґ ǘƘŜ wL{9b hb9 Χ HIM we proclaim. 

 

2. The other THEME in the content of this sermon might SHOCK YOU! 

Peter is BLUNT about sin! 

(i) Verses 13-15 ς ̧ ƻǳ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ Iƻƭȅ ϧ wƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ hƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ Χ ȅƻǳ 

ŘƛǎƻǿƴŜŘ IƛƳ Χ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŀŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜǊ Χ ȅƻǳ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
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So much a ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ά¸ƻǳǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎŜƭŦέΦ 

 WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ 

themselves and help them succeed in life  (like some modern-day preaching).  

  IŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƛƴ Χ DƻŘ-deniers, God-murderers, you & I! 

 

A. ¢I!¢Ω{ {Lb ς ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ōǊŜŀƪ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǎƻǿƴƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ 

- Whenever we FALL SHORT ς because our passion is put in things over loveΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƛƴ 

ς trading life for death. 

- Whenever we ignore broken relationships, hurting others, we choose death. 

 

(ii) So when we listen to sermons, we want to invite the Spirit to speak to us about ways 

ǿŜ C![[ {Ihw¢ ƻǊ ¢w!b{Dw9{{ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ 

a. He is the One who brings CONVICTION unto GUILT, Jesus said (Jn. 16:8) 

 

A. PREACHINGΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ to the disturbed Χ ŀƴŘ ¢h 

DISTURB THE COMFORTABLE. 

 

Peter DISTURBS Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ Χ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ w9{thb5 ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ н ǿŀȅǎΥ 

           (3rd pt.) 

IV. RESPONDING TO A SERMON 

 

Verse 19 ς άwŜǇŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΦέ 

 

Good sermon listening brings us to a place WAY BEYOND saying,  

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ Χ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ΧέΣ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ /hb±L/¢Lhb 

ς so that we REPENT & TURN to the grace of God in Jesus. 

 

 Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀȅΣ άLord, I am sorry.  I have not been preparing myself 

properly to encounter the Living Word.  Please forgive me.  Renew me.  Train me.έ 

- LǘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ w9t9b¢!b/9 ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƎǊƻǿ ŀǎ Christians, not new information that 

stimulates our INTEREST. 

 

1. ¢ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘΣ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ I¦a.[¸Φ 

  James 1:21 states, άwŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ a99Yb9{{ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭΦέ 

Comments George Whitfield (again): 
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 Make particular application to your own heart of everything that is delivered.  When our 

Savior was discoursing at the Last Supper with His beloved disciples and foretold that one of 

ǘƘŜƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜǘǊŀȅ IƛƳΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ 

is ƛǘ LΚέ Χ hƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΣ ƛƴ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǎǳŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƴ ƻǊ 

ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŘǳǘȅΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƻƴŜΗέΣ 

ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƛƴǿŀǊŘƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƛǎ ƛǘ LΚέ  Iƻǿ ŦŀǊ more beneficial 

should we find discourses to be than now they generally are. 

 

2. Because sermons EXALT JESUS & EXPOSE SIN, the Holy Spirit leads us to respond to the 

Word in REPENTANCE & FAITH. 

Turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out 

 

V. THE RESULTS OF A SERMON 

 

1. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ CLw{¢ w9{¦[¢ ƻŦ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ 

- In claiming Jesus as Savior, we have a means to WIPE OUT sin. 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛful word ς the same one used at the end of Revelation where God 

promises one day to WIPE AWAY every tear. 

 

2. A second result of listening in the Spirit, v. 19 continues, that times of REFRESHING may 

come. (strength) 

a. LŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ Χ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 

REFRESHING in your life. 

Fresh thoughts of how to prepare; surprising time on your hand;  resources 

will come your way that will help you. 

 When God forgives the repentant, He also REFRESHES His people. 

 

3. Third, such Spirit-led response HASTENS the return of Jesus! 

Verse 20 ς wŜǇŜƴǘ ϧ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘ Χ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊist, who has been 

appointed to you ς even Jesus 

 Now that should help our sermon listening! 

  ¢ƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ L ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ 

 What a thought ς !ǎ L Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ϧ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ LΩƳ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ 

for that day when Jesus will return ς because the knowledge of God has covered the earth as 

the waters fill the sea! 
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SERMON LISTENING HAS COSMIC SIGNIFICANCE! 

  What MOTIVATION to encounter the Word of God with repentance & faith!!! 

 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 

1. One Sunday morning a young boy was staring up at a large plaque that hung in the 

narthex of his church.  His pastor noticed the little boy looking at the plaque, walked 

ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΣ άDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƻƴΦέ 

Still focused on the plaque, the boy ǎŀƛŘΣ άGood morning.  PasǘƻǊΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ 

 ά²Ŝƭƭ, ǎƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ άǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {9w±L/9Φέ  

Then, as they stood together staring up at the large plaque awhile, the boy said in a soft voice, 

άtŀǎǘƻǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ς the morning oǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΚέ 

 

2. [L{¢9bLbD ¢h Dh5Ω{ ²hw5 Lb ¢I9 {tLwL¢ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴΥ 

{ƛƴǎ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƘŀǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ 

 = LIFE (not death in our service!) 

 

(i) Preaching is proclaiming Jesus ς He is the LIVING WORD. 

 

Verse 26 ς When God raised up His servant, he sent him first to you to BLESS YOU ς by turning 

each of you from your wicked ways. 

 

3. May God help us to proclaim & listen to His Living Word in the Spirit ς so that we might 

know this BLESSING, week by week, AND HAVE LIFE IN HIM. 

 

AMEN! 


