THE LIFE OF A WITNESS
1 Peter 3:13-18

Sermon for Peace Church
May 4, 2008

PURPOSE ¢ to teach principles of being a witness to Christ and call forth such witness in light
2F WSadzaQ t20S yR GKS {LANARGQA SYLRGSNRAY

MAIN IDEA ¢ To be a witness of Christto declare Him Lord, even in tough times; to live with
a hope you can explain; and to share such with gentleness & respect.

INTRODUCTION

[ SGQa 2Ly 2dzNJ . AofSa (G2 m tSGESNI o 6L

On this Mission Sunday; on this last Sunday before PentecosK wet{ 2 F WS & «
to His followes: YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES UP!
X I'b5 ,h} 2L[] .9 a, 2L¢b9{{9{ o

There once existed a group who called themselves fishermen. And lo, there were many
fish in the waters around. In fact,élwhole area was surrounded by streams and lakes
filled with fish. And the fish were hungry.

Week after week, month after month, and year after year, those who called

themselves fishermen met in meetings and talked about their call to fish, about the
aburdance of fish, and how they might go fishing. Year after,yay carefully defined

what fishing means, defended fishing as an occupation, and declared that fishing is alway:s
to be a primary task of fishermen.

Continually, they searched for new abdtter methods of fishing. Further they said,
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about all ways of fishingthey leaned of new fishing equipment, new types of baiThese
fishermenbuiltlar = 0 St dzii A Fdzf o0dzAf RAy3a OFff SR aCA:
everyone should be a fisherman and every fisherman should fish.
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Intheir training centercourses were offered on the needsfish, the nature of fish,
where to fish, the psychological reactions of fish, and how to approach and feed fish. Those
who taught had doctorates in fishology, but the teachers did not fish.

Afterad G ANNA Y3 YSSUiAy3a 2y a¢ugfelonSdal $ha mekting 2
and went fishing. The next day he reported that he had caught two outstanding fish. He was
honored for his excellent work and scheduled to visit all the big meetings possible to tell how
he did it. So he quit his fishing inder to have time to tell about the experience to the other
FAAKSNYSYy ® IS gla |faz2 LIXIFOSR 2y (GKS CAa
considerable experience.
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difficulties. Somevenreceived ridicule for being part of a fishegtyy Q&4 Of dzo @

Those in the clulwondered about those who felt it was of little use to attend the
weekly meetings to talk about fishing. After all, were they not following the Master who said,
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Imagine how hurt some wenehenone day a person suggested-ti (K2 34S 4K 2
catchfish&B NBFffe& y20 FAAKSNNXYSYS y2 YIG0SN K2
correct.

- Is a person a fishermaf) year after year, he never fishes?
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3. OUCH! WHAT AN INDICTMENT!!
-Readingthatstorg NA G GSy o6& 51 NNBEf w20AYy a2 ythisiwgek KA &
Ol dzaSR YS G2 | &ailsz 6&ishvigkle F2ff2¢Ay3AS AT LQY
(not my favorite term, but one Jesus uses)

-Readingthatstoryczd Sa YS (2 | 41 20 kY KZAZ KRNIL2 T yiKRD Al
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earth.

- It starts at home and goes beyond!
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what it meando be a WITNESS FOR JESUS:

READ 1 PETER318
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PRINCIPLES IN A LIFE OF WITNESS

You can tell from these few verses that the original recipientsisfletter were going

through tryingtimes. They were being discriminated against because of their loyalty to Christ.
They were losing jobs. They were being moékeda LJ2 { SY & Y I.{The@weRedza f &
under threat of imprisonment and beatingsuffering because they belonged to Jesus.
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A. So Peter counsels his readénssee such trials as OPPORTUNIT Witness
Gf you sufferfordoing K+ ¢ A& NAIKGS @2dz I NB of Sa&

| S NXfiggeprinkiple for witness to highlight this morning:

SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY THAT TRIALS BRING TO WITNESS TO JESUS

(i)  They come Thankfully, noin the forms otthese oneg; but they come.
A. Health deteriorates
B. Friends move
C. Jobs are threatened, sometimes lost
D. Communities change
E. Coworkers betray you

A witness thinks of difficulties as a FOIL FOR FAITH.
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(i)  No one wants trialg butin the life of witness, wéhink of them as OPPORTUNITIES
12 aKz2g oKIFId 6SQNB NBIffeé YIRS 2F3 4KI
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X L gAff (GNMzAG Ay I AY YR R2

22052 y2i0 FSFEN gKI G GKe14)MBBtlinNdur heap, sef @art CorisSt ¥

& [ 2NRDE
- that leads to our second principle, a withess HALLOWS CHRIST AS LORD.



() L SIFOUNDATI@WN for witness.
A CKFG ¢2NRvuESE GKBEN#HZNR (GeLIAOCFffe GNIyaft
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= revered, respected, set above all.

(i) A survey was once given tloose attending training sessions for a Billy Graham
ONXza I RS Ay 5SOUNRAGO® ¢tKSe ¢6SNB | a1SR=Z
gAlySaaAryaKé

A. 9% said there were too busy to remember to do it

28% felt the lack of real information to share
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12% said their own lives were not speaking as they should.

But by far the largest group51%- said they feared how the othligoperson would react,

maybe rejedbn, ridicule,beingregarded as an oddball.

B. FEAR was the number one factdiear of people.
a.2 KSy GKIFIdiQa (GdKS OFasSsz ¢S INB aaSaidry
- LiQa tAGAY3I AY (UKS hwsd+9w9b/ 9 2F 20K
- What will they think of me?

(i)  As humarbeings, someone or somethingdf K SNBE 2y GKS GKNRY S«
createdas worshiping beings.
- Reverence Christ as Lord, over & over again.
A. When the apostle Peter and his partner, Joisare commanded bthe Court of the
Sanhedrin not to speak in the name of Jesus, they replie®VdzR 3 S T & Whethet idENE S f
rghtin @ RQa &aA3aIKa i/ hallddvd sctifoyduDiGod Wa CRENOT help
ALISF1TAY3I lo2dzi oKIO ¢S420 S aSSy FyR KSI N

3. TANRZ [ L9 2L ¢IDRAINER®rAX Ay | K2 LIS
This is the CENTERPIECE of the witness that Peter desaribes:g I @ & 0 S LINB
AABS |y IyasgSN G2 SOSNEBE2YS gK2 | ala &2dz a4

() ¢CKA& Ad d{V KNAEBIOAXY Q&AKS 62NI RD
- Economy bad? 1 live with HopeChrist  in charge of my life
- Church struggling? | live with Hopéle is the Head of the body



- Cancer in my bones? | live with hap&od is my Good ShephegHe leads
me through the valley of # shadow of death; surely goodness & mercy will
F2ft26 YS !'[[ GKS RIFIeéea 2F Y& ftAFS X
forever.

- Struggling to make ends meet? |livewithHQEEb 2 3J22 R G KAy 3
GAOGKK2f R FNRY (K2aS ¢6K2asS gl t1 A& o

- Onthe receiving end omistreatment &malicioustalk? | live with HOPElI S Q &
taken way more abuse than | will ever take, and | will not return evil for evil.

- Frustrated by the racial divide? | live with hapéesus Christ has broken
down the dividing was$ of hostility (Eph. 2)
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WhenHeis sanctified asuch we become people of HORENd that is our power in witness.

(i)  One night at dinner, a man, who had spent many summers in Maine,
fascinated his companions by telling of his experiences in a little town named
Flagstaff. The town was to be flooded, as part of a large lake for which a dam
was being built. In the months before it was to be flooded, all improvements
and repairs in the whole town stopped. What was the use of painting a house
if it were to be covered with water in six months? Why repair anything when
the whole village was to be wiped out? So, week by week, the whole town
became more and more bedraggled, more gone to seed, more woebegone.
Then he said by way of explanation:

A Wher e t hhepe m the fature) there is no power in the present. O H.E.

Luccock

When Christ is sanctified as Lord, we become people of HORtefluture of our lives, our
ministry, our society, our world and that is our POWER witness in the present.

4. But fourth, BE PREPARED TO EXPLAIN YOYRSHdple who wonderg 2 K& & 2 dz f
gAlOK adzOK K2 LISK [ FyQl @2dz aSS GKS aidlFas

() G9ELX I AV tKS2 NS T & 2 NFromwhichawe gdptiieavard | £
Gl LRt 23S HFMBEER 2F addzReé GKFEG 59C9b5s5{ 2
Be READY to explain ourselves as people of hope.
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A. Butwhat that does NOT MEAN is having a bunch of CANNED SPEECHES prepared.
- Some of us get those when we getaatain(i @ LIS 2 F G g A 0 Mdd@& & €
cé2dz GNB G2 Glrt]1 G2 GKSY IyR Al0Qa f
They start on a track of speecghf you give this answer they respond then with track B
but if you give a different answer, then they move to tracka@ter which theyd NI
prepared to move to tracks &r E depending on how you answer next.

(i) Being prepared to give an answer is sinbgliyng able to ARTICULATE WHO JESUS IS in th
hope you have the Hope the world needs.

- Like introducing any otherieénd ¢ except ths One is the Lotd

l.e.¢ The guys want you to go to that adult clédxr a couple drinké the next community

overcl YR @2dz alFeéx &L 320 | 3INBIFIG FNASYR gK2
and | really care about Hin. 1 Q& WS & dza @ | S g y 0 Bhat ¥t juak® | S
itup. L O yQUSRE2 oASISYy (&2 3F22R G2 YSo

| o ¢ K| ALOTNESSHdzBK wo SG G SN GKIyS aLQY |
R2 (K248 GKAYI&A®DE  Cify sedm life/aRaEghtmKEING | M 3/E2 Y K>
systenE y2id F NBflIGA2YVAKALI X F fATFTSadatss y2i
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(i) Now there are TWO HELPS God gives in this:
a. One is the Holy SpiritLuke 12:12 statesy 5 2 Y Q4 & 2 NNE | 0 2 dzi
explainyourse€ G KS |1 2f & {LIANAKRG oAttt (GSIFOK &2
- So we always trust Hito help us explain ourselves.
b. ¢t KS 23GKSNJ | 9] ttogether, wekage His BODY./ | X
- Too often we think of witnessing as a solo project. But even in our text, when
itstates,a! f g1 @& 0S LINBLI NBR (2 3IABS Iy
AAPS GKS NBIazy T2 §ihal ¥obisplgraldS o K §
- The hge is among us togethewe share it, we commune in it

So when you want people to meet Jesus, you want to bring them to the COMMUBNHEY
Church. This is where othareet Himmore fullyin love and truth.
COLLECTIVELY, we are His body.
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5. Fifthprinciplect SGSNJ g NAGS&as> d. dzi R2 GKSasS (GKAy3:
HOW we witness of our hopes@hrist is as critical as WHAM& O we witness of.

OAD G¢KS YSRAdzZY Aa GKS YSaalasSé olFa AdQa
-2 SQ0@S &S S \eekivikhIDil Jeinig Vilright. There are some things he says

that are valuabldor! Y S NR&A Ol  GtHOW Bels&yd tem dvalz Ipdople just to write

him off completely.The medium becomes the message.

(i) The text calls us tbring forth our withess with GENTLENEBSSESPECT.
- Theg 2NR OGN} yatlaGSR a3SyaftSySaaé¢ NBTS
AYLINB&aaSR o0& | -mpdbtghée® RaAzYR{yBbRazadgya
ALY 20KSNJ g2NRax> fSiQal WwR G K SL Ally 2 @& 2|
- [ SiQa pBhRUKAKZ2 16S AaX oKIFOG |1 SQa R2y

. CONCLUSION

oChrist died for sins, once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He
gl a Lzl G2 RSIFIOK Ay GKS o02Ré o0dzi YFRS €A
- He lives for YOUR HEALING
- Helives to bringyou ABUNDANT LIFE
GC2NJ D2R a2 f20SR ¢19 2hw[d&HEISHGPEDIYBUS | A &

PRINCIPLES IN A LIFE OF WITNESS
1. The Word today has brought us a fishing lesson, will you fish?

2. The Word today calls us to belWESSESn order that we ANTICIPATHe
Pentecostal Spirit.

May the lessons of the Word become the Actions of our lif&MEN



