THE SPOILS OF WAR
Exodus 17:8-16 / Ephesians 4:7-13

Sermon for Peace Church
Ascension Day ¢ May 1, 2008

PURPOSE ¢ To call forth the gift of intercessory prayer for the causes of God, a gift released or
earth by the ascended Jesus.

MAIN IDEA ¢ WS dadz@r@ion is a victory triumph from which He dispenses the gifts necessary
to build His Church.

INTRODUCTION

[ Ssipjgn our Bibles to Exodus 17:8 (p. 114)

1. Concerning this day, May 1, 20@8e President of the United States has made this
proclamation(excerpts)
I YSNAOF (NHza (& AY GKS 0ARAY3I LIR2GSN 27
will in times of joy & trial. Therefore, I, George W. Bush, do hereby declare May 1, 200¢
Fa F blFaGA2yLFf 51F& 2F t, N eSideXur depeardencéSon 2 0
the Almighty, we thank Him for the many blessings He has bestowed upon us, and we
LJdziT 2 dzNJ O2dzy NB QA FdzidzNB Ay | Aa KIFYyR&a X
{KASt R Aa 0F c8¢YKENPR¥NRAEA & nvyyshieldiniyXdag 3 § K
GNHzaGa Ay KAY YR L Y KStLSR¢E X hy UGKA
women in uniform, for their families, and for the comfort and recovery of those who
KIS 0SSy ¢2dzy RSR X 2 S 3IA JSngsivie haid réceivE@ NJ
YR FT2NJ D2RQa O2yUAydzSR 3IdzZARIyOSs O2Y7F2
in observing this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

2. | did some research this weék find outhow often the National Daof Prayefalways
the first Thursday of May) coincides witha OSyY & A 2 Y 5 lraredoccurtenic® & |
(Easter being as early as it was this year). The next time these two events fall on the
alYyS RIFGS Ay (0KS OFfSYRINI g2y Qi 0SS dzyiAa
- Because of this, | want to connect the twommemorationghis evening,
reflecting on 2 passages of Scripgur



3. Thisfirst passage is a PICTURE of an ASCENDED INTERCESSOR, praying fay His pec
as they TRIUMPH over their enemiddloses, a type dChristlesuk
I. Read Exodus 1755
4.hdzNJ aSO02y R LI} aal 3sS 0O02YSa TNpter4 (p. d821pa f S
READ EPHESIANSIR7

Il.  THE TRIUMPHANT PROCESSION

[ SGQa 0S3IAY sAGK (GKA&A &aSO2yR LJ aal 3Ssof yR
WS&adzaQ | a0Syarzyo
IT IS A MILITARY TRIUMPH PROCESSION!
Verse a2 KSy KS | Aa0SYyRSR 2y KAIKEZ KS SR C

TWO IMAGES INFORM THIS DESCRIPTION

1.hyS A& (0KS w2Yly YAEtAGFINE LI NFRS&E 2F t I dz
Rome waghen at the zenith of its power. When they won a significant victory over a
foreign enemy, they would return to Rome and hold a TRIUMPHAL PARADE.
The ORDER of the parade was prescribed in this way:
(i)  First would come the SENATE, followed by trumpeters
(i)  Then would come CARTS WITH THE SPOILS GfguldRilver, fursexotic
animals, other booty, to demonstrate the concrete benefits of the victory
(i)  Following this would be WHITE BULLS for sacrifice
(iv) Thenthe ARMS & INSIGNIA of the leaders of the conqueredyene
(v) Followed by the enemies themselves, with their relatives & other captives
(vi) Theng LICTORG&a special class of civil servants who guarded magistrates
(vii) Then the IMPERATOR himggtfie leader of triumphant force in a chariot drawn
by 2horses By his slein the chariot a slave holds a golden wreath above his head.
(vii) ¢ KS O2YYlIYyRSNRa | RdZ 0 a2ya g 2FFAOSNE
(iX) And finally hissrmy without weapons or armorclad in togas, wearing wreaths



QUITE A SPECTACLE!!
= a processional TRAIN that Paul wouldehbeen familiar with.
G2 KSy KS | Aa0SYyRSR 2y KA3IK>EZ KS SR OFLINAGS

2.¢KS 20KSNJ AYIF3AS GKIG AyF2N¥xa GKA& RSaONA
Testament.
- That line is taken from Psalm 68, aps@miA G 6 Sy F2NJ §KS 200!l &,
the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the house of Olagtbm in the outskirts of Israel to
the NEW TABERNACLE that David had prepared for it on Mount Zion, in Jerusalem.
= 2 Samuel 6 you remember that ®ry?! - David DANCED before the Lpktichal gets
angry.
() ¢KS ai2NER 27T eROPHETEDeSS. 22 dzNY Seé A A
The Ark representing the presence of God on egudhs to a foreign landthe
land of the Philistines, even as Jesus went to the foreigth ddieath. But in that
place, the presence decled itself the true God DAGON falling downefore
Him, even in its own temple
Then the presence returns to land of its peogley the miracle of the mothecows
abandoning their young to haiilthere. The resurrected presence stays for a winilthis
place ministering blessing to Abinadab, later even to OBelbmc but then, led by King
David,it ASCENDS to Mount Zion, the new tabernacle, amidst SHOUTS OF JOY (Ps. 68)
—aneventprophe® 2F WS&adzaQ ftAFSTI ¢1 9 LINBaSyoS

(i)  And do you recall what David did on that occasion (besidacing)?
- He GAVE GIFTS to each person of Israel, both men and woarieaf of
breadand cakes of dates andaisins.
G2 KSYy KS IHAABKRSKS 2fySR OF LJGA@PSa Ay KAa NI
THE ASCENSION IS A TRIUMPHANT MILITARY PROCESSION.

lll.  CAPTIVES & GIFTS

M P ¢CKS /1te¢eL+x9{ AY WS&adzAaQ LINRPOSaaAzys L
() DEATH was taken captive.
- In Jesus, death has been swallowedmpictory.d 2 KSNBE>X h RS G¢
a0Ay3IK 2 KSNB I h ¢yoshaiemeen takendzhfdive. NA dzY L.
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AGgL GStf @2dz 0KS (NHz2IKEZ WS&adza &l eaz dagK
has eternal life and will not be condemned: he has cro8s8S NJ TNR2Y &SI (K
John 5:24

(i)  SIN &The CONDEMNING POWER OFhas\ideen taken captive.
GCKSNBE A&d GKSNBFT2NB y26 bh [/ hb59 gRdmans&b T
-/ K NX 3 téaDsnesdiFasiskt us free from slavergio

i) Andyes{ ! ¢! b I La{9[C Aa GF 1Sy OFLUGAGS AY
- Ly 51 yASt Qar, whinitte Soh bf Maria eldudséf glory- is
brought into the presence of the Ancient of Days, and given dominion &
L2 6 SNE (GKS do2ladFdzZ K2NYy 2F GKS o685
Rev.2@ca1 S aSAT SR GKS RNY3I2y>s GKS I yOASyild as
A. He no longer has AUTHORITY over those in Christ. Influencaf wespermit him.
Authority, NONE!

{Lb k {!¢!b Kk 59! ¢l INB OFLWAGBSE AYy WSadza
2. What are the GIFTS that He gives to men?

()  Our passage lists 5 of them:
It was He who gave some to be APOSTLES, some to be PROPHETS, some
EVANGELISTS, some PASTORS & TEAGIKERSyiftsa (1 2 LINB LI NB L
LIS2LX S FT2NJ g2N)]a 2F &aSNUAOSé®

(i)  These gifts ee the SPOILS OF WAR!
- ¢KS LJaalr3s adalrdisSa GKFGX o0SF2NB I S
on earth, Jesus WENT TO Wt#R)ain these gifts
His war wa®bediencein mission He came to LEARN OBEDIE&GHild a kingdom
battle for it ¢ andsobemme the perfecsacrifice.
al S £ S+ NY StiRoughavBaRHe Suffédesl (Heb. Byven unto death on
0KS /L Nr&aa¢

A. Fulfilling this mission, Jesus became gifted as THE apostle, THE evangelist, THE propt
THE teacher & pastof= the good shepherd)
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Forexample, Jesus goes to SAMARIAS Q &postlgs (irt the broad sense of the term) take

the message of the kingdom into new cultures of mission, casting vision, beginning
communities of faith KSNBE | SQa |y S@Fy3asStiriaid dwho 6KS ¢
listens to a special word from God for her, a teacher, a pastor.

B. Having lived FULLY the life of obedience in mis&ionercomng the enemyn that
cause, JESUS GABISTS that the Spirit administeéeshis people.
al'S gAftt GF1S FTNRY gKI G JsdidJIasnsyiShe wofkiR
of the Holy Spiritin John 16.

(i) The gifts thatHe gives are the SPOILS OF HIS OBEIENT EMRSSFHOYOGICAL LIFE.

And these giftsare not only apostles, prophetsyangelists, pastors, teachers (those are
the ones that prepare others for works of service in the body), but ALL THE GIFTS OF THE

SPIRIT come through Jesus.
Verseca ¢ 2 SIOK 2yS 2F dza &adzOK 3INF OS Kl a o

A. Romans 12 speaks of gifts of leaderskagryice, teaching, contributing to the needs of
others, mercyX ® | 2 & kdkaiiragerfientfatiministration
B. 1 Cor 12 ¢ wisdom, healings, tonguediscernment

¢K2aS tAada I NB ! ywal C3EKIH MBI NiEKS atlemthlflite 2 F
which He now distributes to His people through the agency of the Spirit.

IV.  INTERCESSION

X 21 L/1 .wLbD{ }{ .'/Y ¢h ¢h5!, Q{ /!'[[ Ch
Prayer

The Word says (1 Tim. 2),L dzNHS (KSy> FANRG 2F IffzX
and thanksgiving be made for everyan#or kings and all those in authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases Godrour Sav
gK2 glyta it YSy (2 0SS al@SR FyR G2 02YS

HOW DO WE CARRY OUT THIS CAdfliliwcessiof?



1. BY THE GIFTING OF JESUS!
He is the GREAT INTERCESSOR, our High(iRelet, n 0 X @ K2 a& YL 4F
needs, because SQ& 0SSy GSYLII SR A \yebvdtloMBin. ¢ & X 2 dza
IS {y26a 1 h2 ¢h tw!, 0SOFdzAS 60K®d p0OI 0
YR LISGAGA2YA 6AGK f2dZR ONASA |yR GSI NBE
He prayed through HIS BATTkHESerefore it says in Romar@sthat HIS SPIRIT helps us
pray ¢ dWe do not know how to pray as we ought. But the Spirit helps us in our weaKihess.
{LIANRG AYGSNOSRSa FT2N) K& alFAyida Ay | 002N

(i) Jesus, the True & Perfect Intercessarhose blood has paifbr the sins of His peopleis
the One whaalsoGIFTS His body with intercessipby the power of the SpiriiX G KS {t h
his obedient life.
Yes, somef ushave particularly strong gifts of intercessigibut all of us are called to
pray.
A. Just likesome arestronger evangelists, but all are called to share good news.
- WedoitinHisgiftngk 2 S R2 A0 AYy | A& YIYSo®

2. Aaron & Hur, in awstory from Exodus 17, show us how

(i)  There they are there WITH MOSES, the Great Intercessor.
- Heis SEATED ON HIigiRey are holding up his hand$llS HANDS COUNT!

A. IMAGINEhem DOING THAG They are CLOSE to Moses. They would hearBigh.R Q &
people are in battle and Mosesirgerceding They would FEEL His prayer.
- 1 YR2dzoGSRf &> GKSe& QR fpr&erOl dzZ3KaG dzLd A Y
- They too would know how to pray because of how Moses is praying
- ¢KSB@QR 0S agiXNSYDRAIGEBIMNS LIS GAY I | L{
B. Just as they would be praying in Mosgs,we pray IN JESUS!
- Letting His Spirit INFORMIRSPIRE US
= joining HIM, the One wharays on higlor the cause of His peopke
lifting up His hands to God

ThaQa K2¢ oD IWIN2y EZYy 5H & 2F wiNHEmiNs. X YR SO
He is the Intercessor. We pray in His giftingWe pray in His Spirit, asking for His
heart, wisdom/ We lift upHISHANDS



V.  CONCLUSION

Toconclude notethe IMPORTANCE saichprayersc not only for our nation & community,
but for our churches & mission.

1. The battle against the Amalekites is still going enExodus 17:16 stateq, ¢ Ko&l w{ll be
Fd ¢FNJF3AFAyad GKS 1YFESTAGSa FTNRBY 3ISYSNI

2. As long as this age endures, the people of God are in a battle.

- Our 3 churchekere in South Hollanghould know it, n ooMORE THAN EVER!

- In order to develop new ministryve needreshl Y2 Ay GAy 3 2F R®BRQA
move BEYOND what we have historically béafe need to find new ways to repent and trust.
We must be given new visioWe need broader love.

- It will only happen as we give ourselves to corporataypr
29 al!, {!', 29 21p¢ ¢h {¢!, 39 [/ 11 bD9X odzi
guantity & quality of our corporate prayer.

3. How to pray is to SIDE UP WITH JESUS, even as Aaron & Hur did with Moses.
WS aK2f R ddoyetkier Beforé the Attty
- We intercede in the gifting of His Spirit

() Thetextstatesa ! b5 | { [ h bD K I{y Rei DAIB NI Israelites were
gAYYMNXY Y R (K Shat battle Becatide the church joined th@reat Intercessor in
LIN @Ay3 F2NJ D2RQA YAA&aA2YH

4. The story declaresth@2 RQa (1 AY3IR2Y gAftf GNAdzYLK D WS
-fOUROKdZNDKSaAR2VRBA82AYISNDSaaA2yas 20K,
war!
X119 twhaL{9{ az2alSay GL oAt f ICG25rLI TSNIPSYE K.
His enemies will perish.

{2 az2aSa odzZAtdG Fy FEaGl N | yRIefvahNISRR AG> a¢

CKAA ! a0SyaAzy 51e&x OUKA&a blriAzylf 5@ 27
LIFTING HIGH THE HANDS OF JESUS,E\TRNGFERCESSOR! a 9 b H



