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SAMSON’S RIDDLE 
Judges 14 

 
Sermon for Peace Church 

March 16, 2008 
 

PURPOSE ς to teach the death of Christ as the means of salvation, calling people 
to give their selves to that death. 
 
MAIN IDEA ς As the story of Samson testifies, the sweetness of /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ 
that it brings us the clothing of the marriage feast of the kingdom. 

 
I.  INTRODUCTION 

 
1.  [ŜǘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ .ƛōƭŜǎ ǘƻ WǳŘƎŜǎ мп  όǇΦ офсύ 

 
- We continue our look at the PERSON & WORK of Jesus through the story 

of Samson. 

¶ Read Judges 14 
 

2.  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ƴessage is about solving a riddle. 
(i) Do you like riddles?   Here are a few I looked up: 

 
A.  What letter of the alphabet is 9 inches long? 

άȅέ ς ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ȅŀǊŘΗ 
B. ²Ƙŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ άǘƛŎƪ-tock, woof-ǿƻƻŦέΚ 

= a WATCH DOG 
C.  What can be measured, but has no length, width or height? 

= the TEMPERATURE 
 

3.  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǊƛŘŘƭŜǎ 
Ґ ǘƘŜ άwƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜǎέ 
 

It comes to us originally from the mouth of Samson: 
 άhǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ Χ 
  Χ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǿŜŜǘΗέ 
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II.  SOME CLUES 
 
WHAT COULD THIS BE? 
 Yes, we know that in the original telling that Samson was referring a lion 
and honey. 
 But we also know that, taking the WHOLE of Scripture, the story of Samson 
refers to Someone greater than the historical Samson - who lived 3300 years ago, 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘe Judges.    
 

1.  For this story is about a DELIVERER ς as we saw last week, a  NAZIRITE ς 
ƻƴŜ άǎŜǘ ŀǇŀǊǘέ  ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 
of ungodliness. 
- A DELIVERER tells this riddle. 

Á Christian,  who is your deliverer? 
 

2.  Notice too WHERE this deliverer tells the riddle! 
Verse 1 ς {ŀƳǎƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ¢ƛƳƴŀƘ Χ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Philistines. 

- The Deliverer went into ENEMY-OCCUPIED TERRITORY! 
- IŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅ Χ tǊŀƛǎŜ DƻŘΣ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƴ-

stained,  enemy-occupied, broken world. 
 

3.  WHY?   -  To find a BRIDE! 
- His father & mother say, LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 

own people?  Must you go to the uncircumcised to get a wife? 
 
άD9¢ I9w Chw a9ΗέΣ {ŀƳǎƻƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎΗΗΗ Χ ά{ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴŜέ 
 (And the story-teller adds parenthetically ς ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΗ Χ 
who, through this means, was seeking an occasion to CONFRONT the 
Philistines.) 
 
The events of this story are PRECIPITATED by the fact that the Deliverer is 
determined to get a wife from among the uncircumcised! 

Á How unusual is this Deliverer! 
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4.  SO WHAT HAPPENS? 
When he enters into this broken world to get his bride, the Deliverer 
is ATTACKED!    - BY A LION! 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭ ǇǊƻǿƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƻŀǊƛƴƎ ƭƛƻƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾƻǳǊΦέ ς (Peter may have had this in mind when he wrote that line.) 
 

(i) The lion attacks the Deliverer!  Χ ƻƘΣ ƘŜ Ƙƛǘ IƛƳ ƘŀǊŘ ό/Ǌƻǎǎύ Χ 
Χ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊŜǊ ¢wL¦atI95Η 

 
v. 5 ς The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart 
with his bare hands. 
 UNARMED ς except by the Spirit of the Lord ς he tears the Lion apart! 
 

5.  And - hC ![[ t[!/9{Σ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ [LhbΩ{ 59C9!¢ ό/Ǌƻǎǎύ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ihb9¸ 
TO BE EATEN! 

= sweet honey, the best of all honey!!! 
 

III.  THE ANSWER 
 
 NOW are you ready to solve our riddle? 
                   Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, something sweet 
 

1.  The ULTIMATE answer to our ǊƛŘŘƭŜ ƛǎ 59!¢I Χ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ W9{¦{Ω 
DEATH! 
- Death is the great EATER of us all ς no exceptions ς it is the GRIM 

REAPER! 
- Death is the STRONGEST of all ς it is the GREAT LEVELLER ς rich & poor 

alike are completely FEEBLE before it. 
 

-  But there is a death in this age which is UNIQUE! 
We take this week ahead to remember it. 

  Ґ W9{¦{Ω 59!¢I 
 

(i) It came as a result of an ATTACK of the evil one, the Devil, the lion who 
prowls about seeking to devour.   
a. We NAME his presence throughout this dark, yet holy week ahead. 
b. We RECOGNIZE his claw marks all over the Crucified One. 
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(ii) YET, though so thoroughly attacked by the lion ς even unto death ς we 
rejoice that the Deliverer actually WON that battle! 

Á   His death is the centerpiece ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
deliverance 

Á And His RESURRECTION affirms this triumph! 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ Chw ![[ !D9{Σ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ {²99¢έ Χ άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
¢h 9!¢έΗΗΗ 

a. WHAT IS THAT HONEY?   Χ   
  2 things:  It is our PEACE with God 
     and LOVE for life 

 
2.  APART from this death there is no PEACE with God. 

a. LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇŜŀŎŜ ς you may or may not FEEL 
at peace with God. 

LΩƳ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ our STANDING with God (judicial peace). 
 

(i) Sin in our life has ESTRANGED us from the holy God.  It has indebted us 
before Him ς like a DEBTOR unable to pay his mortgage.  We are 
separated from Him like a BANK FORECLOSURE.  ό²ƘŜƴ ŀ ōŀƴƪΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
to foreclose on a debtor, ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ bh t9!/9 ǘƘŜǊŜΗύ 

  We need a PAYMENT for this debt ς to reestablish PEACE with God. 
 A. JesusΩ death is that payment.  The Bible states: 
 God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us so that IN HIM we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5) 

- On the Cross, Jesus became SIN FOR US. 
- In our story, Samson, as a Nazirite, was never to touch anything dead ς 

because death has to do with sin.  Death & sin are UN-GOD!  But he 
does touch death in that lion (when he scoops the honey) & in so doing  
becomes unclean ς just as Jesus became sin for us in his death! 

 
.Φ  Iƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ƻǳǊ ŘŜōǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴ Ǉŀǎǘ κ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ κ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Χ 
  Χ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ¢!{¢9 ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΗ   
   = Hmm Χ {²99¢ΗΗΗ 
 Therefore, having been justified through faith (in that death), we have 
PEACE with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 5) 
      Ґ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ihb9¸ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ D¦L[¢ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴΦ 
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3.  WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ihb9¸ AS LOVE for LIFE! 

 
(i) Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŀǘƘ DƻŘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ 

love that SUFFERS & DIES for our sake. 
- ²Ƙƻ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΚ  {Ƙŀƭƭ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ Χ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎ Χ 
ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴǎ Χ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ Χ bhΗ  bh¢ILbDΗ όwƻƳΦ уύ 

- And if God GAVE UP His own Son for us, how will He not give us ALL 
¢ILbD{ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΗέ 

¢I!¢Ω{ {²99¢Η  ¢I!¢Ω{ Ihb9Y! 
 

(ii) ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ [h±9 ǘƻ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
suffering & hardship ς like loving those different & needy!  

 
AT THE DEATH OF THE CROSS IS LOVE ς deep, wide, merciful 

 
IV.  SOLVING THE RIDDLE 

 
άhǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΤ  ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǿŜŜǘΦέ 
 
 HAVE YOU SOLVED THIS RIDDLE? 

LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ϧ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ an answer of WORDS ς like our opening 
riddles. 

1.  Solving this riddle is about CHERISHING the death of Christ as your PEACE 
with God & LOVE for life. 

 
(i) LǘΩǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǎ LǎŀŀŎ ²ŀǘǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ  

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died Χ Ƴȅ wL/I9{¢ 
GAIN, I count but loss ς and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 Were the whole realm of nature mine ς that were a present far too small.  
Love so amazing, so divine demands my life, my heart, my all!!! 
 

2.  {ƻƭǾƛƴƎ {ŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƛŘŘƭŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DL±LbD ¸h¦w [LC9 ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ 
- LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ t!{{Lhb ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ love on 

earth and then DYING to your SELF for the sake of living that love. 
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άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ybh² ILa ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ Iƛǎ 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎέΣ  wrote Paul.  =  I want to LIVE CHRIST. 
Ґ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜ ŀ 

place for me to KNOW & BRING GLORY to Christ. Χ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ [L±9 /ƘǊƛǎǘ. 
 
3.  {ƻƭǾƛƴƎ {ŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƛŘŘƭŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ love like WINNIE THE POOH goes 

after HONEY! 
(i) ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ tƻƻƘ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƘƻƳŜΚ 

Iƛ IƻƴŜȅΣ LΩƳ ƘƻƳŜ 
(ii) Why is Winnie the Pooh always smiling? 

Because he has honey stuck all over his mouth! 
(iii) What did Winnie the Pooh say to Jerry MaGuire?  (Cuba Gooding Jr.) 

Show me the Honey! 
 

4. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ ς IŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ά¢I9 Ihb9¸έ 
a. = His peace & love on earth! 

 
V.  CONCLUSION 

 
IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ {ŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƛŘŘƭŜΚ 
 
1. In our story, Samson gives his riddle to 30 wedding companions. 

- The commentaries state that these companions were like wedding 
BODYGUARDS.  They were there to protect the 7-day festivities from 
marauders.  

 
(i) The STAKES for solving the riddle are HIGH!   

- If successful, Samson would give them clothing FIT for his wedding; if 
not, they would have to give such to him. 

!ǊǘƘǳǊ /ǳƴŘŜƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ άThe linen garments were large rectangular pieces 
which were worn next tƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ōȅ Řŀȅ ƻǊ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ άǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎέ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ Ψ{ǳƴŘŀȅ ōŜǎǘΩΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
and decoration, which were not for everyday use but for special occasions such as 
weddings.  The average person would possess only one such garment.  It was 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǇƻƛƭ ƛƴ ōŀǘǘƭŜΦέ 
  (= highest priced tuxedos!) 
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(i) The 30 remain STUMPED.  They cannot solve the riddle.  They need 
{ŀƳǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ƛǘǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ Χ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ [9!b I!w5 ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƛŘŜ-
to-be.  They threaten her with violence 
 

SHE PLEADS Χ ŀƴŘ  Samson reveals.  IŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘΗ  {ŀƳǎƻƴ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ Χ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ 
 
2.  One time Jesus he told a parable about someone who came to a wedding feast 
(= the feast of the Kingdom)  ²L¢Ih¦¢ twht9w ²955LbD !¢¢Lw9Φ  IŜ ǿŀǎ άŎŀǎǘ 
ƻǳǘ όaǘΦ ннύ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ ϧ ƎƴŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘŜŜǘƘέΦ 
 -  We all need proper attire for the heavenly banquet to come. 

 
(i) Revelation 19 teaches that that clothing is the GOODNESS OF JESUS 

= His obedience 
  = Clothing which He, like Samson, fought our enemies to obtain. 
 

(ii) His obedience ς which brought Him riding into Jerusalem on the back of 
ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƪŜȅ Χ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ IƛƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǎǎΦ 

- It COVERS US 
o It CHANGES US 
o It CLOTHES us for the wedding banquet to come. 

 
3. For many this Holy Week ahead of us is still a riddle.   ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
WŜǎǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƛǘ in term of cherishing / worshiping / and living the 
god revealed in His death. 
 
 
    HAVE YOU? 
 
Out of ǘƘŜ ŜŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ Χ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ {²99¢Η 
 
[ƛƪŜ {ŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ ōǊƛŘŜΣ ǇƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ 
riddle.   AMEN! 
 
 


