SAMSON'S RI DDLE
Judges 14

Sermon for Peace Church
March 16, 2008

PURPOSEto teach the death of Christ as the means of salvation, calling people
to give their selves to that death.

MAIN IDEAC As the story of Samson testifies, the sweetnessof / K N&A & (1 Q &
that it brings us the clothing of the marriage feast of the kingdom.

l. INTRODUCTION

1. [ SGQa 2Ly 2dzNJ . AofSa G2 WwWdR3ISE

- We continue our look at the PERSON & WORK of Jesus through the story

of Samson.
1 Read Judges 14

2. ¢ 2 RI @s€geis ¥out solving a riddle.
(i) Do you like riddles? Here are a few | looked up:

A. What letter of the alphabet is 9 inches long?
Gecl dzaS AGQa 2yS F2daNIK 27
B.2 KI G 3 2tSck wodfisR@1F ¢ K
=a WATCH DOG
C. What can be measured, but has no length, width or height?
=the TEMPERATURE

3. ¢C2RI2Qa YSaalr3asS Aa loz2dzi az2t oAy 3
' 0KS awARRfS 2F GKS ! 3S83a¢

It comes to us originally from the mouth of Samson:
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Il. SOME CLUES

WHAT COULD THIS BE?

Yes, we know that in the original telling that Samson was referring a lion
and honey.

But we also know that, taking the WHOLE of Scripture, the story of Samson
refers to Someone greater than the historical Samson - who lived 3300 years ago,

RAZNAY 3 LANISdd®Ress LISNA2R 2F (K

1. For this story is about a DELIVERER ¢ as we saw last week, a NAZIRITE ¢
2yS aqasSd LI NI G2 OoNAYy3I RStADSNI YO
of ungodliness.
- A DELIVERER tells this riddle.
A Christian, who is your deliverer?

2. Notice too WHERE this deliverer tells the riddle!
Verselc{ I Yaz2y 6Syl R2sy (2 CAYYI K X
Philistines.
- The Deliverer went into ENEMY-OCCUPIED TERRITORY!
- 1S RAR YQG adl é AY KAa LI I OS -2 F 3f 2
stained, enemy-occupied, broken world.

3. WHY? - To find a BRIDE!
- His father & mothersay,Lay Qi UGKSNBE a2YS2yS I O0OSL
own people? Must you go to the uncircumcised to get a wife?

GD9¢ | 9w {ChYnd 2ay0 HNEYIK S DEHKHK SX NA I KG 2y
(And the story-teller adds parentheticallyca ¢ KA a A& FTNRY GK

who, through this means, was seeking an occasion to CONFRONT the

Philistines.)

The events of this story are PRECIPITATED by the fact that the Deliverer is
determined to get a wife from among the uncircumcised!
A How unusual is this Deliverer!



4. SO WHAT HAPPENS?
When he enters into this broken world to get his bride, the Deliverer
is ATTACKED! -BY ALION!
G, 2dzNJ SySyes / KNRAGAIYZ (0KS RSQOAT LINR g
a2YS2y S (Q@PeRB&haimiiad this in mind when he wrote that line.)

(i)  Thelion attacks the Deliverer! X 2 KX KS &ANRAAY KI NR
X o0dzi 0KS 5StAOSNBNI ¢wL! atl 95H

v. 5 ¢ The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power so teable the lion apart
with his bare hads.
UNARMED ¢ except by the Spirit of the Lord ¢ he tears the Lion apart!

5. And-hC ' [[ t[!'/79{X A0Q&a Ay (UKFG [LhbQ{
TO BE EATEN!
= sweet honey, the best of all honey!!!

.  THE ANSWER

NOW are you ready to solve our riddle?
Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, something sweet

1. The ULTIMATE answertoour NA RRf S Aa 59! ¢1 X |yR &L
DEATH!
- Death is the great EATER of us all ¢ no exceptions ¢ it is the GRIM
REAPER!
- Death is the STRONGEST of all ¢ it is the GREAT LEVELLER ¢ rich & poor
alike are completely FEEBLE before it.

- But thereis a death in this age which is UNIQUE!
We take this week ahead to remember it.

I wWo{!{Q 59! ¢I

(i) It came as a result of an ATTACK of the evil one, the Devil, the lion who
prowls about seeking to devour.
a. We NAME his presence throughout this dark, yet holy week ahead.
b. We RECOGNIZE his claw marks all over the Crucified One.



(ii)  YET, though so thoroughly attacked by the lion ¢ even unto death ¢ we
rejoice that the Deliverer actually WON that battle!
A His death is the centerpiece2 ¥ D2 RQ& LX Iy T2 NJ
deliverance
A And His RESURRECTION affirms this triumph!

¢CKSNBT2NE WS&adzaQ RSFGKZI Chw !'[[ !'D9{ X K
¢h 9! ¢é¢HHH
a. WHAT IS THAT HONEY? X
2 things: It is our PEACE with God
and LOVE for life

2. APART from this death there is no PEACE with God.
a. LQY y20 NBTFSNNRY X yolay dcJhag otEEf 2 I A O €
at peace with God.
LQY NI To& SANDY@EwIithiGdd (judicial peace).

(i) Sin in our life has ESTRANGED us from the holy God. It has indebted us
before Him ¢ like a DEBTOR unable to pay his mortgage. We are
separated from Him like a BANK FORECLOSURE. 6 2 KSy | o6l y {1 Q&
to foreclose on adebtor, i KSNBXQa bh t 9! /9 GKSNEBHO
We need a PAYMENT for this debt ¢ to reestablish PEACE with God.
A. JesusCeath is that payment. The Bible states:
God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us so that IN HIM we might
become the righteousness of God. (2 Gpr.
- Onthe Cross, Jesus became SIN FOR US.
- Inour story, Samson, as a Nazirite, was never to touch anything dead C
because death has to do with sin. Death & sin are UN-GOD! But he
does touch death in that lion (when he scoops the honey) & in so doing
becomes unclean ¢ just as Jesus became sin for us in his death!

® | A4 RSIFGK O20SNR 2dzNJ RSod FT2NJ aiAy L
X 1S dzZlJ FyR ¢! {¢9 GKIFG GK2dAKG S
=HmmX {2 99C¢CHHH
Therefore, having been justified through faith (in tdatth), we have
PEACE with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 5)
N dKFGQa 1 hb9, F2NJ 0KS



3. WSadzaQ RS G KSLOVEforbIFEIA 2 | hbo9,

() LY OGKFG RSIFIGK D2R aK2¢gSR dza LISNE2VY I
love that SUFFERS & DIES for our sake.
- 2 K2 aKFff aSLINIGS dza FTNRY GKAA f2¢
LISNESOdziA2ya X RFEYISNE X bhH bh¢l
- And if God GAVE UP His own Son for us, how will He not give us ALL
¢l LbD{ G6AOK | AYHE
¢l ! e¢eQf{ {299¢Hh ¢l !'¢eQ{ 1 hbo

i) ¢KIFIGQa [h+x9 (2 y2dNRAAK dza (G2 f20S 2
suffering & hardship ¢ like loving those different & needy!

AT THE DEATH OF THE CROSS IS LOVE ¢ deep, wide, merciful

V. SOLVING THE RIDDLE

z A

Ghdzi 2F GK SIHGStkE AZYSHKEAFANBEIASEAFYSI

HAVE YOU SOLVED THIS RIDDLE?
LiQa Y2NB GKI Yy a8armwver of WSRDINKE &ir openidgl & A y 3
riddles.

1. Solving this riddle is about CHERISHING the death of Christ as your PEACE

with God & LOVE for life.

() LGQa KFE@Ay3a GKS &alyYS KSEFENIL |a L&Al C
When | survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glor¥{diedeé wL/ | 9 {
GAIN, | count but logsand pour contempt on all my pride.

Were the whole realm of nature mimghat were a present fatoo small.
Love so amazing, so divine demands my life, my heart, my all!!!

2. {2t OAYy3 {lYazyQa NARRt{S Aa |o62dzi DL+
- LdQa Fo2dzi I t!{{Lhb G2 1 yoReddn WS & dza >
earth and then DYING to your SELF for the sake of living that love.



aL ¢Fyid G2 Ybh2 |1 La Ay (GKS LI2gSNI 2F KAaA
& dzF ¥ S Wdbty Faul. & Iwant to LIVE CHRIST.

' 6KFEGSOSNI O2ftS3IS 2NJ YAYAAGNR @&2dzQNB
place for me to KNOW & BRING GLORYto Christ. X L gl y i G2 [L+9 /[ K

3. {2f @OAY3 {lYazyQa MieR&WINNIEXHE POBHRghey 3 | T (i
after HONEY!

() 2KIFGQa GKS FANRO GKAY3I t22K aléda oK
Il A | 2ySeés LQY K2YS

(ii)  Why is Winnie the Pooh always smiling?
Because he has honey stuck all over his mouth!

(iii)  What did Winnie the Pooh say to Jerry MaGuire? (Cuba Gooding Jr.)
Show me the Honey!

4. ¢KI 0Qa oKIFIG D2R RARE aAK2a8Radz@S&EE1 9 KIS
a. = His peace & love on earth!

V. CONCLUSION

| I 98 &2dz 42f OSSR { I Ya2yQa NARRE SK

1. In our story, Samson gives his riddle to 30 wedding companions.
- The commentaries state that these companions were like wedding
BODYGUARDS. They were there to protect the 7-day festivities from
marauders.

(i) The STAKES for solving the riddle are HIGH!
- If successful, Samson would give them clothing FIT for his wedding; if
not, they would have to give such to him.
I NI K dzNJ / dzy R SThetline®@uvheng ywérd large dlectangular pieces
whichwerewornnext (0 KS o02Ré& o6& RIFIé& 2NJoeé yAIKI
SljdzA @l £t Syd G2 GKS Y2RSNY W{dzyRlI& 06SaiQd
and decoration, which were not for everyday use but for special occasions such as
weddings. The average person wbpbssess only one such garment. It was
2F0SYy GKS LINAYOALIf &a2dz2NOS 2F aLRAt AY
(= highest priced tuxedos!)



(i) The 30 remain STUMPED. They cannot solve the riddle. They need
{lFYyazy (2 NB@GSIt Ada YSFIyAy3a d2 (GKS
to-be. They threaten her with violence

SHE PLEADS X | SaRsonreveals. | | £ £ Sf dz2| KH {lYazy NBGS

2. One time Jesus he told a parable about someone who came to a wedding feast

(= the feast of the Kingdom) 2 L ¢ | h; ¢ t wht Ow 2955LbD ! ¢¢CL

2dzi oald®d® HHUO AYyd2 GKS RIEINJYySadaa 6KSNB (K
- We all need proper attire for the heavenly banquet to come.

(i) Revelation 19 teaches that that clothing is the GOODNESS OF JESUS
= His obedience
= Clothing which He, like Samson, fought our enemies to obtain.

(ii)  His obedience ¢ which brought Him riding into Jerusalem on the back of
1KS R2y1Se X GKAOK ONRdAKG | AY || ff
- It COVERS US
0 It CHANGES US
O It CLOTHES us for the wedding banquet to come.

3. For many this Holy Week ahead of usisstillariddle. ¢ KS& (y2¢ A0Qa |
WS &adzax o0dzi G K $eermiofchidiShing worshipifig BaSdRiving the
god revealed in His death.

HAVE YOU?

Outofti KS SFGSNE a2YSiKAy3 G2 SId X 2dz2i 27

[AIS {lYazyQa ONARSY L SIR (GKIFG e2dz O2Y
riddle. AMEN!



